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You will be rewarded by knowing that you brightened 
the day for a great many people..

—Kathy McClellan

Read about the Cross Cancer Institute on Page 9
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Rector’s Note

THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF CHRIST CHURCH is a community of faithful Christians where 
everyone is welcomed and nourished. The parish is a hub of activity and community 
engagement as we respond to God’s call. Our mission is to encourage and support the 
faith journeys of all who wish to share in God’s call to prayer, worship, fellowship, com-
munity and outreach.

Dear friends,

Greetings in the name of the Risen Lord!  It is good to be in 
the season of Easter and to see the sun shining.  Like many of 
you, I have been busy clearing away the brush and grit of a long 
winter to find irruptions of green underneath. This late spring is 
welcome indeed.

And spring has also come to Christ Church, as a stroll around the 
outside of the church should indicate! As you make a cup of tea 
and sit down to read this newsletter, I pray that in the words and 
images you will see the growth of those seeds planted in our Mis-
sion Action Plan. I hope that you will hear how God is granting 
us flourishing through creative worship, compassionate commu-
nity outreach, exciting adventures with the littlest members of 
our parish, and an active youth program. Above all, I trust that 
you will catch the scent of God’s kingdom present in our midst.

We are indeed Easter People, and in these days we are invited to 
take Jesus and the hope we have through his resurrection with us 
wherever we go. May the splendor of the risen Christ be revealed 
in your life!

Alleluia. Christ is Risen!

Yours faithfully,
Rev. Sue
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Holy Week

HOLY WEEK AT CHRIST CHURCH was a time of reflection, prayer, 
community and deep connection with God and with our church 
family.  Despite some of the worst ‘holy week weather’ I have ever 
experienced — many members of our community came day after 
day for services of prayer, reflection and song.  Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday in Holy Week were marked by quiet services 
of song and prayer. On Maundy Thursday we were encouraged 
through a fine sermon by Rev. Roy Berkenbosh, we washed one 
another’s feet and then prepared the church for Good Friday 
through the stripping of the altar.

We returned in the morning for Good Friday services.  The 
first service of the day was an interactive children’s service.  
Through drama, song, craft and remembrance – we marked the 
way of the cross together. Later on in the day we gathered for the 
Solemn Good Friday Liturgy. The choir sang several deeply mov-
ing anthems and the rector preached about atonement theories 
and the suffering of Christ.

The following day (Holy Saturday) was one of the busiest I 
have experienced at Christ Church, so far! In the morning we 
flung open the doors of the church for a community Easter egg 

hunt.  Over 65 people came from the neighbourhood for this 
very successful and fun event. Once the eggs were found and the 
kids on their way, with baskets overflowing, we moved tables and 
chairs to get ready for that evening’s community supper. Volun-
teers and guests flowed through the church all afternoon as we 
enjoyed the smell of turkey cooking and that evening we served 
close to 180 people. Once the meal was served and bellies were 
full, we took the tables down, cleaned the floors and prepared for 
the Great Easter Vigil at 8pm! Our service began outside as we 
gathered around the new fire and celebrated the light of Christ 
returned to us! Alexis Taylor sang the Exsultet and we all reveled 
in the good news that Christ is Risen!  

Finally, Easter Sunday arrived and it was great to celebrate the 
glorious resurrection with so many people from our church fam-
ily. The church was bursting at the seams and amidst balloons, 
butterfly wings, music and laughter we proclaimed the resurrec-
tion and counted ourselves as proof that Christ is Risen. He is 
risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Rev. Sue
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My kids think church is all about them. Thank you Sue.  — A grateful CC Mom. 

1. Foot washing at the Maundy Thursday Service  2. Good Friday Cross  3&4 . Oliver’s Greatest Easter Egg 5. Maundy Thursday 
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Farewell
Leesa Sadden

What has been the most life-giving experience during your time  
leading and organizing Sunday School?  

I think it always makes one feel good when you are able to use 
your talents to give back to your community.  I love to plan and 
organize, so there is nothing more rewarding than getting a team 
together and watching all the wonderful and creative ideas flow 
to ensure fun and meaningful lessons for the children.  The team 
is so talented and if you give them a topic or task they will fly 
with it.  I could not have asked for a more committed, talented 
group of teachers. 

 What have you noticed the current curriculum has done for the kids, 
in terms of learning about the Bible? 

This new curriculum has a fun way of teaching the children. Al-
though there are no real words in the videos and the illustrations 
are simple, the children love this part of the lesson best.  The 
visual component combined with the story telling and activities 
really helps to solidify the lesson being taught.  Each lesson is 
from the Bible so the children are learning about people like Ja-
cob, Joseph, David and Goliath and Solomon.  The children walk 
away from each lesson with ideas and stories they can share with 
their families, in turn making them the teacher. 

 What is your favourite thing about teaching?

The best thing about teaching is watching the children think 
about a questions you pose to them, then watching the excite-
ment in their faces as they throw their hand up because they 
have processed the information and have an answer they want to 
share.  I do, however,  have two favourite lessons which are the 
making of the resurrection buns at Easter and the Advent Garden 
at Christmas.  Both are full of meaning and self-reflection.  It is 
a wonderful way to help the children explore and understand 
sacrifice and God’s love. 

What I am experiencing is a renewed energy and enthusiasm and the sense of family when you 
walk in the door. Who says church can’t be fun- and who would want to go if it wasn’t.  
— Keith Spencer
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EDMONTONIANS SURE KNOW how cold Canadian winters can be. 
However, sometimes we forget that there are people out there 
who don’t have much of a choice when it comes to bracing the 
weather or staying ‘in.’ By particpating in the ‘The Coldest Night 
of the Year,’ a walk hosted by Hope Mission, we were able to 
capture what  it’s like to ‘walk in someone elses shoes.’ We began 
preparing for the event by recruiting team members and collect-
ing donations. Clad in our yellow and blue toques, we walked 5 
kms as a group! Along our walk, we noticed how other pedes-
trians and drivers glanced our way, and some even dared to ask, 
‘why are you all wearing the same toque?!’ In that way the event 
sparked conversation, allowing us to share the vision and values 
of Hope Mission with the Edmonton community. After the walk 
we were greeted with cheers and a warm meal, and though that 
was the end of the walk, we hope this event will be the genesis of 
a new tradition at Christ Church.  I am so thankful for everyone 
who donated, braved the windchill and support this part of your 
Lenten journey. 

Coldest 
Night of the 
Year
Anna Schroeder

In your years of teaching, how have you noticed growth in this 
ministry?

Since we have remodeled the Sunday School room and found a 
new updated curriculum, the children are more engaged.  They 
are excited when they come downstairs and can’t wait for the 
lesson to begin.  Each lesson has a story, video and fun activity 
to help the children to be engaged and understand the concept 
being taught.  There are many wonderful lessons around faith, 
courage, forgiveness and love.  It feels as though there is a re-
newed energy in the building. 

How do you find this ministry contributes to your own spiritual 
growth?  

Some of the lessons are quite complicated or touch on difficult 
topics to explain, like sin or heaven or our own belief system. 
This forces me to look within myself and explore different ways 
to teach the children these concepts, yet ensure they are able to 
come to their own conclusions about what faith can mean to 
them as they learn and understand about God’s love.

What is your hope for this ministry as you step down from your lead-
ing role and what would you like newcomers to know about Sunday 
School at Christ Church?

The Sunday school at Christ Church is committed to having a 
warm, safe, and welcoming environment for all children to ex-
plore their ideas and thoughts as they learn about God’s unwav-
ering love for us in Christ.  The teachers are excellent with the 
children and love what they do. There are always helpers in the 
lessons to lend a hand so all children get the time they need to be 
heard and successful.   My hope is that the ministry continues to 
grow in the coming years.  We have so many young children at 
Christ Church and by having a strong, committed Sunday School 
Program it will guide their spiritual growth and help them find 
their path within the church community.  
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IT IS VERY DAUNTING to be invited to write a few words about the 
Holy Spirit! As I often do, I will turn to some poets and writers 
who have shaped my thinking and can say things much better 
than I can.

Come, Holy Spirit. “Oh tongues of fire, come and kiss my brow 
/ If I ever needed you, I need you now.” These lines are from 
“Incandescent Blue” by Bruce Cockburn. The song is packed with 
images, but these two lines are a prayer. The Holy Spirit comes to 
us.

Move, Holy Spirit. “Every time I feel the spirit moving in my 
heart, I will pray.” This line comes from an African-American 
spiritual, dating perhaps from the 18th or 19th century. Notice 
we call them SPIRIT-uals (Ephesians 5:19: “as you sing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and 
making melody to the Lord in your hearts”). These are songs of 
freedom and resistance from people degraded and dehumanized 
by slavery. The Holy Spirit moves our prayers.

Create, Holy Spirit. Milton’s Paradise Lost is a huge epic. Like 
most big huge epics, it starts with an invocation or prayer for 
help:

 “And chiefly thou O Spirit . . . Thou from the first
    Was present, and with mighty wings outspread
    Dove-like sat brooding on the vast abyss
    And made it pregnant: What in me is dark
    Illumine, what is low raise and support.”

David Gay
The Holy Spirit breathed over the deep in Genesis 1. The Spirit 

creates with us. 
All three examples involve prayer. In our weekly liturgy, we 

pray to God in Christ’s name, but always with the Spirit.  “I will 
pray with the Spirit, and with understanding” (1 Corinthians 14: 
15). 

Milton describes a nurturing dove -- a feminine image. “She 
Flies On” by Gordon Light, found in our Hymn Book, calls the 
Holy Spirit She.

 She comes sailing on the wind,
 her wings flashing in the sun;
 on a journey just begun, she flies on.
 And in the passage of her flight,
 her song rings out through the night,
 full of laughter, full of light, she flies on.” 
 - Rev. Gordon Light 

Look at all the verbs in “She Flies On.” Sailing, laughing, and 
flying -- and that’s just the chorus. The verses include rocking, 
waiting, breathing, touching. Prayers, hymns, songs and spiri-
tuals sing ways of living, working, playing and celebrating, and 
weeping, grieving and searching too. Come, move, create: we 
seem to need verbs -- and lots of them -- to describe the Holy 
Spirit. Perhaps the Holy Spirit is God in motion.

The 
Holy Spirit
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EVERY FRIDAY FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS, a team of two of Christ 
Church’s parishioners has spent the morning at the W.W. Cross 
Cancer Institute, serving refreshments to patients waiting for 
treatment or appointments.

 The team arrives at the Cross about 8:30 and prepares the 
Hostess cart, loading coffee, tea, juices and a large assortment of 
cookies. Around 9:00 they head out on the first of two rounds, 
visiting the stations and wards on the lower floor, first and fourth 
floors, and then return to the Volunteer kitchen for a short break 
and a refill of whatever is needed on the cart.

Cross Cancer
Institute
Kathy McClellan

The second round, which is shorter, covers only the lower and 
first floors and usually they are back in the kitchen by 11:30 to 
clean up and leave things in readiness for the afternoon shift.

This service is very much appreciated by patients and those 
accompanying them as well. Often people from out of town with 
early morning appointments have had to leave home very early 
and they are ready for a drink and a snack.  As well, a greeting 
and a smile can be a real lift to someone who is worried and 
anxious.

At present, Christ Church could use more volunteers. We are 
short a team for one Friday morning and we need some extras 
as well to step in during illness or holiday time. Can you com-
mit one morning a month to this valuable service?   You  will 
find that the time spent will be very satisfying and you will be 
rewarded by knowing that you brightened the day for a great 
many people!

*Photo Credit: Dusten Dixon, Palm Sunday Service.

Please speak to Sandra Ramsley ( 780-484-2962) 
for more details about registering.
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THIS INTENTIONAL COMMUNITY is continues to open its doors to 
young adult Christians. It may have been a small, but that didn’t 
stop the tight-knit group this year from involving themselves 
in the church community and choosing to live a life following 
Christ. From leading the youth group, to volunteering at com-
munity dinners, and offering up discussion during bible studies, 
these 3 young adults were able to live a common life together in 
Christ. Led by Mary-Anne Shauntz, Sue Oliver, Steve Martin, and 
Ali Hurbert, these young adults studied Henry Nouwen’s book, 
“Reaching Out.” The book followed topics from solitude, to lone-
liness, and hospitality, allowing each student to learn more about 
those areas of their life.  

The House 
“Next Door” 

Anna Schroeder, 
Matthew McPhee,
& Miranda Peters

Members of Ascension House would like to thank everyone who 
invited them into their homes, let them build relationships with 
their kids, and lent a helping hand whenever their was an issue 
at the house. We would like this ministry to continue to flourish, 
and invite that anyone interested in this community join us.

We’re hosting an “Open House” on May 9th, at 6pm!
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MIRANDA
 I’ve had a really amazing experience this 
year living in Ascension House. Moving to 
Edmonton by myself to start a new job in 
a new city was scary, but at Christ Church 
I found a home. I’ve had the opportunity 
to be mentored by an incredible team of 
men and women who helped me grow 
spiritually, I’ve been shown hospitality by 
a church family, served a hilarious group 
of youth, and lived with a group of smart 
and caring young adults. Thank you to 
everyone who has supported and cared for 
our house this year, we are so grateful to 
be surrounded by love. I look forward to 
continuing to work at Hope Mission and 
live at Ascension House this summer

MATHEW 
My second year in this community was 
definitely an experience of fellowship - we 
all learned and matured in Christ together 
in so many ways, all thanks to the gener-
osity and love of our parish family here 
at Christ Church. We did Bible studies 
and reflected on literature from Henri 
Nouwen, and in so doing learned to be 
deep and vulnerable with one another on 
our communal journey to God. We made 
many memories, and even more laughs. 
Growing into community for a second 
year is a blessing I’ll never forget, and I’m 
thankful to everyone in the parish who 
made it possible. I am going to Québec 
for French Immersion this summer, and 
continuing my studies at Newman.

ANNA
As I have completed my second year at 
Ascension House, I reflect on all the joys 
that living here has given me. I am grate-
ful for the hospitality of Christ Church 
welcoming me into their church commu-
nity, especially as someone who is new to 
Edmonton. Living here has allowed me to 
deepen my relationship with God, as this 
community has led me to study the Bible 
and practice prayer  more on a  daily basis. 
I have many people to thank for making 
this year a positive experience. My next 
steps include traveling to Berlin to study 
abroad and intern with the “Baumhaus,” 
and then continuing my education for my 
third year of Design  studies at MacEwan. 



Ascension House Open House

6.00 PM - 9.00 PM

Pentecost Celebration 

Everyone Upstairs

10.00 AM

Fruit of the Spirit — Summer 

Sunday School Commences

10.00 AM

Community Dinner

5.00 PM

Vestry BBQ

6.30 PM

Youth Elk Island Adventure

1.00 PM - 5.00 PM

Parish BBQ

12.00 PM

Messy Church

5.00 PM - 7.00PM

Newcomers Event

7.00 PM - 8.30PM

Community Dinner

5.00 PM

Clergy Retreat (Sue away) 

May June

9th 4th

11th

17th

22nd

26th

30th

20th

23rd - 25th

13th

14th

At a Glance


