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Rector’s Note Dear friends,

Happy Epiphany!  It is the season of light and I, for one, am ex-
cited by the lengthening of days and change in liturgical seasons.  
Though the green hangings aren’t as snazzy as our new white 
paramets they do reflect ‘ordinary time’ and a season to be re-
minded of who we are and whose we are.  We belong to God and 
we are called out of this world to a life of service and sacrifice.  A 
life of community and outreach and a life of faithfulness in our 
daily living. 

 
We are also called as a parish to continue seeking God’s will 

and guidance for this place.  How can we get to know our neigh-
bours?  How can we be better neighbours to those around the 
corner and around the world and how can we be good stewards 
of the immeasurable riches of God given to us in Christ Jesus? 

 
We mark just over 3 years since we were called to a fresh sense 

of mission through the REACH initiative and as we mark this oc-
casion it gives us an opportunity to celebrate what we have done 
through this project and to dream about what else we might do. 

 
This edition of the Christ Church Connexion is dedicated to 

telling the stories of where our REACH monies have taken us 
both in our own parish and through the work of the Diocese.  We 
can celebrate new ministries, better sound systems, happy par-
ents, this very newsletter, increased communication and profile 
in the community and a growing Sunday School.

 
 Often the life of a rector involves having great ideas and 

dreams and then trying desperately to figure out how to pay for 
those dreams!  Through these funds many of the dreams and 
creative ideas that would have died in the details have come to 
fruition and born fruit in the lives of individuals and families.  
Thanks be to God for these riches! 

 
Let’s continue to dream together about how and where God is 

calling us to REACH out beyond ourselves to the real needs of 
those around us.

 
Happy Epiphany and may you see the light of Christ reflected 

in these pages and in your own lives of faith, today and in the 
days ahead. 

 
Yours,
Rev. Sue
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REACH BEGAN AS A FUNDRAISING INITIATVIVE IN 2014 TO SUPPORT NEW MINISTRIES AND MISSION IN THE PARISH, IN THE DIOCESE 
AND IN THE WORLD. As part of this initiatve Christ Church undertook the task of creating an updated Mission Action Plan.  
Working together, the parish came up with several mission goals which then helped to shape the scope of what our REACH 
objectives would be.  There were four key areas to our MAP: 

a) making necessary changes to attract families with children and youth to our church 
b) developing and implementing a strategy to reach out to new people and incorporate them into the life of the parish.  
c) provide opportunities for Christian education and spiritual formation at every age and stage of life 
d) strengthen the process by which members are called and equipped for ministry and leadership within the parish and the 

community. 

In narrowing the focus of REACH it was decided that the two key areas upon which to focus should be:  family ministry and 
the development and implementation of a communications strategy.  To that end, we have been concentrating our efforts on 
these two key areas and here is what we have been doing, to date:

http://a_schroeder@live.ca
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Alpha 
Weekend
Youth Group 2017

Abbi Penner
THE YOUTH GROUP HAD OUR ALPHA WEEKEND in the fall on 
November 24-25 as part of the Alpha Youth Series that we have 
been working through. The weekend was structured around four 
sessions from the series that revolved around the theme of the 
Holy Spirit. Our group was joined by Anna and Mathew from 
Ascension House, and together we all had a great time delving 
deep into the topics we were discussing and as a result were able 
to grow together. 

Apart from the discussions, we also had a great time doing 
a variety of activities like going to the Legislature to do Purple 
City, and walking to the old Alberta Museum grounds to play 
some games. Perhaps my favourite activity that we did though 
was the new mural now in the youth room! The mural was 
inspired by all the discussion content that we had been experi-
encing together, and acted as a way for us to meditate on some 
of the aspects of the Holy Spirit that had stood out to us, or how 
we felt the Holy Spirit could be represented. The mural is still 
a work in progress, but the final product will be unveiled by 
January 21, 2018.

Check out the new youth room mural we painted!

Connexion
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Messy 
Church
Ali Hurlburt

ONE OF THE BEST THINGS I’ve learned from Rev. Sue is the term 
‘holy chaos’. Messy Church is the ministry at Christ Church that 
most fully exemplifies what ‘holy chaos’ is. One Friday each 
month, the hall is taken over by small children, their parents and 
grandparents. Tables are full of plates of food, sheets with lyrics 
to campfire songs, and goodies for crafts and activities. We break 
bread, pray together, and explore our faith through activities that 
engage us physically, artistically, and socially… and often leave 
more than a little mess behind.

Messy Church was started in 2004 by Lucy Moore, an Anglican 
woman living in Portsmouth, UK. Over the past decade, Messy 
Church has spread far and wide, with several churches in Ed-
monton running regular ‘messy’ services. The evenings parishes 
spend together open many doors for people.

Messy Church groups are both a place for a new Christian 
community to grow and a way for existing parishioners to 
strengthen their connections with each other and with God.

I see small traces of Messy Church scattered throughout my 
life—a miniature pumpkin that my daughter adores that has 
miraculously not gone bad since she decorated it at Thanksgiving, 
tiny animal figures in the nursery from our discussion of God’s 
creation, bright finger-paint masterpieces on my friends’ fridges. 
All of these things remind me of evenings spent with old friends 
and new faces, sharing our faith over tables as Christians have 
done for so many years. If you’d like to join in the holy chaos, event 
information is posted regularly on the Christ Church facebook 
page, the parish website, and in the bulletin. Come as you are!

• They are a comfortable place for families with energetic    
  children. 
• They provide an opportunity to share Christian fellow  
  ship for people who can’t make it on a Sunday morning. 
• They are a fantastic, informal place for parishioners to   
       bring friends, or for grandparents to bring grandchildren. 

Inaugural Meeting of Christ Church Vestry 2030

A special vist from Mary and Elizabeth! For our advent “Everybody 
Upstairs Service!
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Reach(ing) Out

WHAT BEGAN AS A COMMUNICATION PROPOSAL written by a 
professional communications consultant in the city, has turned 
into an ongoing process for Christ Church, with the hiring on of 
a communications coordinator.  This position has allowed us to 
live out our mission action plan with the creation of a quarterly 
newsletter, weekly Facebook updates, event posters, and other 
promotional materials. This has has included campaigns such as 
our most recent project: “Back to Church Advent.” One of our 
goals as a parish is to welcome new members into our church and 
grow our congregation. By designing postcards and Christmas 
posters, we encouraged both friends and strangers to join us, 
while our online presence on Facebook allowed us to advertise to 
the wider Edmonton community. We had many new faces appear 
in our church this Advent and Christmas season, and it was 
wonderful to see! 

My job as Communication Coordinator has made me the ears 
and eyes of Christ Church. The stories I’ve heard, people I’ve met, 
and moments I’m captured with my camera, have supplied all I 
need to share the message of Christ Church. This REACH oppor-
tunity to serve the parish has also allowed me to put my post-sec-
ondary education in Visual Communication Design into practise, 
and be consistent in making Christ Church known far and wide.

Communication: inside & 
outside the parish

Anna Schroeder

Christ Church REACH Initiatives

• Christ Church Communication Plan. 
• Communication Coordinator Position (Anna Schroeder)   
• Summer Sunday School
• Crying room renovations
• Updated & improved sound system
• Connexion Newsletter
• Family Ministries Coordinator (Abbi Penner)
• Messy Church Events        
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Diocesan Reach 
Initiatives

COMMUNITY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY: 

THE REACH CAMPAIGN has helped our diocese Proclaim the Gos-
pel, Make Disciples and Further the Kingdom!

By June, 2017, the Reach Campaign had raised $4,825,061 in 
pledges, or 96.5% of our goal of $5 million. This outpouring of 
generosity over the past four years has directly benefited several 
parishes and boosted ministry and mission throughout the Dio-
cese of Edmonton and in partnership with the National Church 
and PWRDF, around the world!

Through the Rural Ministry Initiative parishes many rural 
parishes have received additional funding for ministry and Bish-
op Jane Alexander has appointed the Rev. Chelsy Bouwman as 
Canon Pastor for Rural Ministry.

Reach donations have supported Filipino and South Sudanese 
immigrant congregations at St. Matthias and All Saints’ Cathe-
dral in Edmonton; the Bleeding Heart Art ministry and Prayer-
Works Common community meal program at St. Faith’s; and the 
Council of Anglican Provinces in Africa.

Reach funds have enabled the Edmonton diocese to contin-
ue to walk together in Christ with our Companion Diocese of 
Buyé in Burundi. Through a partnership with PWRDF, Reach 
helped renovate and expand the severely overcrowded maternity 
ward of the Buyé health centre. When Burundi was crippled by 
severe drought, we sent bags of seeds that could be consumed for 
nourishment or planted as crop. Recently, we learned of another 
partnership with PWRDF to help improve children’s health by 
renovating the pediatric ward of the Buyé health centre.

Reach funds are furthering the diocese’s acts of healing and 
reconciliation and our efforts to walk justly with indigenous 
people. An Indigenous Ministries team including the positions 
of Oskapewis and Aboriginal and Rural Communities Liaison 
was formed with Reach funds, and Bishop Jane appointed Travis 
Enright as Archdeacon for Indigenous Ministry.

In addition, Reach donations have helped equip clergy and lay 
leaders to revitalize parish ministries and meet the challenges of 
today’s world. The Educational Chaplaincy is partially funded 
by Reach. We have offered training to encourage clergy and lay 
people in mission work. “Priests-in-Mission” have been hired to 
walk alongside parishes and Richard King was appointed Arch-
deacon of Mission and Discipleship. He is leading the ID process, 
launched at Synod in September, and intended to help Jesus’ 
disciples identify and utilize our God-given gifts.

Please join us in serving at the annual ICPM Lunch on January 28th, from 
8:30-1:30pm. There are many positions to fill, from preparing the food to serv-
ing the lunch. 

• Christ Church Communication Plan. 
• Communication Coordinator Position (Anna Schroeder)   
• Summer Sunday School
• Crying room renovations
• Updated & improved sound system
• Connexion Newsletter
• Family Ministries Coordinator (Abbi Penner)
• Messy Church Events        
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Key Idea: God’s design for the family is to be a gift we offer back to God for 
the life of the world.

Key Verse: I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. Genesis 12:2

Key Passage: 
 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and 
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I 
may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 
3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant 
is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer 
shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have 
made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And 
I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you 
and to your offspring after you.” Genesis 17:1-7

Notes:

WEEK 2:

Blessing as a
Family

Week 2 of 7
ep 2: Love

CORRESPONDING EPISODE

acton.org

Anna Schroeder

FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD is an en-
tertaining film series that explores 
the deeper meaning of Salvation. 
Have you ever wondered, “What 
is my Salvation actually FOR?” Is 
it only about personal atonement, 
about getting to heaven, or some-
thing that comes later? Is it just to 
have a “friend in Jesus?”

Join Evan Koons and his friends 
– Stephen Grabill, Amy Sherman, 
Anthony Bradley, Makoto Fujimu-
ra, John M. Perkins, Tim Royer and 
Dwight Gibson to find wonder and 
hope along this journey. Rediscover 
our passionate and imaginative 
callings as agents of God’s grace in 
every broken place.They discover 
a “new perspective,” the BIGGER 
picture of what it means to be “in 
the world, not of it. ” This sev-
en-part film series will help you 
investigate God’s Economy of All 
Things – OIKONOMIA (a Greek 
word that has a lot to say about 
God’s plan for his creation, the 
world, and us.) 

MEMBERS OF YAG have begun to explore how God’s purposes are woven into every area 
of our lives: family, work, art, charity, education, government, recreation and all cre-
ation, over food and discussion. We are always open to having more people join us, 
whether through leading a lesson or bringing food and sharing in discussion. Our next 
session is on seeking God through work, which I think is appropriate for the timing of 
back-to-school or back to a semester of work.  

Young Adult Faith

2

Key Idea: Our salvation is a call to live as exiles as we bless the world.

Key Verse: 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished 
upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. Ephesians 1:7-10

Key Passage: 
  4 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I 
have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in 
them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and 
daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, 
that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 
7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. Jeremiah 
29:4-7

Notes:

WEEK 1:

Living as
Exiles

Week 1 of 7
ep 1: Exiles
CORRESPONDING EPISODE

acton.org

Join us for our third sesssion on Love, on 
February  11th
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Nick Trussell

THE SOUND SYSTEM AT CHRIST CHURCH has received a much need 
update as part of our Reach campaign goals to communicate bet-
ter. (It certainly helps communication if we can hear each other!)

The powered mixer was updated to allow for more micro-
phones and other audio inputs. Now every worship leader and 
even guest musicians or a guest moose (like Jora at the children’s 
talk) can have a wireless portable mic that can have levels easily 
set. The new mixer also means we can use outside audio sources 
like an iPhone easily which has been a gift for the many weddings 
and memorials which often have special pre-recorded music 
important to the families. 

Recently, thanks to the special skills, expertise and volunteer 
efforts of Fred Freeman, the room at the back of the church has 
a wonderful sounding speaker with a volume control knob!! We 
are still working on setting the levels for each mic and the speak-
er but it is a great enhancement for the children and families that 
use that room. 

While there have been no updates to the sound in the hall the 
new wireless mics do work well in that room and it is able to act 
as over flow from the church as well as on its own. This has made 
our meetings much easier for presenters, participants and for the 
choir practicing in the church. 

There have been a few kinks here and there but far fewer than 
just a few years ago!

Young Adult Faith

Opening Our Ears

COME AND HAVE A WHALE OF A TIME!
Our theological student, Melissa Ritz will be leading a Bible Study on the book of Jonah for the next four 
Sundays.  The study will be exploring themes of:  call, vocation, tribulation and repentance.  Please join us 
in the parish lounge at 9am on Sunday January 14,21,28 and February 4th.  See you there! 
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AN EPIPHANY: AN APPEARANCE, a manifestation, an enlightenment. 
The Epiphany: a Christian feast originating some time before the 
mid-fourth century which celebrated both Jesus’ birth and his 
baptism. By the late fourth century, Epiphany in the West was 
primarily the feast of the coming of the magi. I tell you this in 
part because I like obscure facts, but mainly to impress upon you 
the fact that Epiphany is old and that, while this is not the case 
with all antiques, this one continues to have relevance across the 
ages. 

 Each year, Epiphany brings us round again to observe that 
strange scene of three wise men from the east bowing to a peas-
ant boy as though to a king, offering riches and sacred incense 
and burial herbs to a toddler who can have no earthly use for 
such things. We smile at the irony that the putative king of God’s 
people on earth must be told by foreigners that salvation has 
come, that Gentile astrologers have somehow read Truth in the 
otherwise false heavens. We know that they have been granted a 
glimpse of the miraculous, a small sliver of the eternal Word that 
brings salvation to the world. And yet, when they leave, never to 
be heard from again, we let them go: out of sight, out of mind. 
We are of the people of God, aren’t we? We have the Messiah, 
don’t we? We are not foreign sages come so far out of our way to 
offer congratulations on a birth well done… are we?

“They left for their own country by another road” (Matthew 
2:12). It says so little, and yet it says so much. We never again 
encounter the magi after Matthew sees them on their way, but I 

Epiphany

Melissa Ritz

think it would be foolish to assume that when they walk out of 
Christ’s story, Christ also walks out of theirs. They return a dif-
ferent way than they came and in doing so, they will come upon 
their own country from a different direction; they will see it from 
a different point of view. Epiphany: an enlightenment, a manifes-
tation of God that changes our perception of things. Epiphany: 
the revealing of Christ to the Gentiles, to our forebears, to us.  

But lest we water Epiphany down to a simple moral equation 
(encounter with God + seeking heart = change), I will end as 
I began with a word from T.S. Eliot. “Journey of the Magi” (of 
which only a portion is quoted here) is my favorite piece of 
Epiphany writing because I think it grasps the heart of Epiphany’s 
challenge to us. “This Birth was/hard and bitter agony for us, 
like Death, our death.” Embracing new life means something old 
must die. Even something as simple as a shift in perspective is 
risky when it means we might see the world differently hereaf-
ter. This is hard, sometimes even agonizing, but when God is 
involved, it is always worth it in the end. So let us not walk back 
the way we came; let us not waste the light of this new Sun on 
the same old things but instead rest our eyes on the glory of the 
Word that has been made manifest to us in this Epiphany season.

All this was a long time ago, I remember,
And I would do it all again, but set down
This set down
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly,
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,
But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.
- from “Journey of the Magi” by T.S. Eliot
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AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS, we are called to share the good news 
of his self-giving love for the whole world. Yet often we are un-
comfortable with how to share our faith with others. We worry 
about being too pushy and alienating people, or we simply don’t 
know where to begin. This month, the Diocese of Edmonton 
is commissioning its first group of Licensed Lay Evangelists to 
help equip and encourage their parishes to share the gospel in 
ways that are authentic and sensitive to the needs of others.  I am 
beyond excited to be Christ Church’s first lay evangelist. This new 
ministry is being led by Rev. Tim Chesterton from St. Margaret’s, 
who modeled it on the lay evangelist ministries that have been 
up and running in the UK for many years now. Along with three 
others, I have participated in twelve training sessions through 
2016 and 2017, covering such subjects as relational evangelism, 
helping new disciples grow, running invitation Sundays, practical 
neighbourhood outreach, dealing with common questions and 
objections to the Christian faith, evangelistic preaching and tes-
timony, and running inquirers’ courses. We have been blessed to 
be taught and led by many clergy and lay people in and beyond 
our diocese.  With Sue’s support and guidance, I will be starting 
my lay evangelist ministry at Christ Church by facilitating adult 
education courses about sharing our faith, organizing Sundays 
and seasons of invitation, and working on other initiatives to help 
make Christ Church as welcoming a parish as we can possibly be. 
I’d be more than happy to chat about the new role over coffee or 
over e-mail if you have any questions. I would welcome prayers 
of support as I work out what God is calling me, and all of us, to 
do to join in the call to spread Christ’s love.

Lay 
Evangelism

Ali Hurlburt



YAG: Discipleship & Dinner

Ash Wednesday

Community Dinner

Community Dinner

Good Friday

Easter Sunday

Community Dinner

Jonah Bible Study Begins Messy Church: Epiphany

ICPM Lunch

January

February

March

April

4th

14th

17th

17th

30th

1st

20th

14th 26th

28th

At a Glance

5.00 PM - 7.00 PM

9.00 AM , each Sunday until Feb 4 5.00 PM - 7.00 PM

8.30 AM - 1.30 PM

6.00 PM - 8.00 PM

Shrove Tuesday13th

6.00 PM - 8.00 PM

7.00 PM

5.00 - 7.00 PM

Palm Sunday25th

10.00 AM

5.00 - 7.00 PM

Maundy Thursday29th

7.00 PM

10.00 AM

10.00 AM

Messy Church: Prayer & Pretzels9th

5.00 - 7.00 PM

Christ Church AGM11th

11.30 AM


