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Dear friends, 

Greetings in Christ. Another edition of the Christ Church Connexion is set to go to 
the presses and I am once again so grateful for the hands that prepared it and the 
lives of faith that are represented in it.  From Advent in Narnia, to a new welcoming 
team, to narratives of reconciliation, struggle and hope, we give thanks to God for 
the stories of faithfulness contained in these pages. I would commend to you the 
work Rev. Nick is doing in the area of Reconciliation in Edmonton. Each week at staff 
meeting, Nick comes to the table brimming with stories of people he encountered on 
the bus or the street that week. Stories of hope and heart break he has heard from 
others.  He describes learning events in which he has participated and learning and 
teaching events he is planning for the months ahead.  I am so very proud of this work 
and the part we get to play in its unfolding in our city and our church community. 

Today, I am in the middle of a silent clergy retreat.  We have been sitting at the 
feet of a scholar from a monastic community in England.  He has encouraged us to 
continue to cultivate a life of prayer and stillness  — reminding us once again that it 
is here where we will find our truest selves. That in our cell, or prayer closet, we will 
be taught everything we need to know in this life of ministry.  Making space for this 
prayer closet will always be a challenge for your rector and I would guess that I am 
not alone in this struggle. One of the most useful attempts at cultivating a sustain-
able practice of the spiritual life I have thus far encountered comes from the Order of 
St. Benedict.  As I return to this teaching time and again I am renewed and reminded 
of what it takes to live a holy life. I would encourage you to join me on Tuesday eve-
nings during Lent as we explore, ‘Monk Habits for Everyday People’.  Let’s dust out our 
prayer closets and once again allow this space to teach us all that we need to know in 
this world. 

Lent will soon be upon us and I would encourage you to begin thinking about how 
you will use this portion of time in the Church calendar to go deeper with God and 
cultivate your own interior life in order to follow the liturgical command that we ‘keep 
a holy lent’. 

Yours in Christ, 
Sue   

12116-102 Avenue Edmonton, AB, T5N 0L6

Rector’s Note

@christchurchedm @christchurchedm



INTERESTED IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE NEXT CONNEXION?  |  Contact Anna: a_schroeder@live.ca

24th   YAG  (Young Adults Group)
  6.30 P.M.
 

24th   The Master & His Emissary’s 
 Discussion Group
 4 - 6 P.M.

3rd   The Master & His Emissary’s 
 Discussion Group
 4 - 6 P.M.

10th   The Master & His Emissary’s 
 Discussion Group
 4 - 6 P.M.

8th   Messy Church: Superheros
 5 P.M.

2nd   Tatawaw Session #1
 9 A.M. - 12 P.M.

3rd  Confirmation Service
 with Bishop Jane Alexander

2nd   Tatawaw Session #3 
 9 A.M. - 12 P.M.

5th   Pancake Supper 
 5 P.M.

6th   Ash Wednesday
 7: 30 A.M, 11:30 A.M. 
 & 7 P.M.

8th   Messy Lent | 5 P.M. 9th   Quiet Day Led by The   
 Rev. Canon Maureen Crerar.  
 Bring a bag lunch.   
 9:30 A.M.

31st YAG (Young Adults Group)
 6.30 P.M.

12th Lenten Study:  Monk   
 Habits for Everyday People.  
 Tuesdays in Lent. 
 7 P.M.

21st YAG | 6.30 P.M.
 (Young Adults Group)
 

Please see page 15 for our 
Holy Week services and 
activities

16th   Community | 5 P.M.
 Dinner.
 

16th  Tatawaw Session #2
 9 A.M. - 12 P.M.

 Community Dinner
 5 P.M.
 

February

April

March



An Aslan 
Advent

Alison Hurlburt
A Reflection on Advent at Christ Church

Connexion4

We often talk about the joy of seeing Christmas through the 
eyes of the child. In Advent, one of the most powerful things we 
can do is try to see Jesus  through the eyes of a new believer. 
We have heard the Christmas story so many times that it starts 
to feel predictable, when the coming of Christ to the world is 
a strange tale with unexpected players and world-changing 
consequences. 

In his Narnia series, C. S. Lewis set out to try and shock readers 
out of their comfortable ways of thinking about God by trans-
lating the story of Jesus into the fantastic tales of the Pevensie 
children and their encounters with the lion Aslan. We spent 
Advent revisiting these books so that we could approach the 
holidays with fresh eyes and renewed excitement. 

When Lewis was writing the Narnia books, he shared his drafts 
with his close friend J.R.R. Tolkien, whom Lewis had been 
steadfastly supporting through the drafting and re-drafting 
of the Lord of the Rings. Lewis hoped for a similarly support-
ive reaction from Tolkien. Instead, Tolkien “disliked [Narnia] 
intensely”. Compared to the rigour of Tolkien’s own imaginary 
world, Narnia was an eccentric jumble of creatures, stories, and 
ideas. According to one Lewis scholar, Tolkien “so strongly de-
tested [Lewis’] assembling figures from various mythologies in 
his children’s books that he soon gave up trying to read them.” 
Lewis was crushed. 

Tolkien, in this story, reminds me of the older brother in the 
parable of the prodigal son —the person who sees someone 
else enjoying themselves, and is furious about it because they 
didn’t get to that place of joy through proper channels. We are 
often more like the older brother, and more like Tolkien, than 
we may want to admit. We want rules to follow. We want to 
know that we are on the right side of history. We want consis-
tent narratives and clear story arcs, taking place in a world that 
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is thoroughly understood to its last detail. In our hurry to de-
cide what we are called to do and who we are called to be, we 
sometimes leave very little space for the God who is supposed 
to be doing the calling. 

In contrast to Tolkien’s meticulous world building and our habit 
of careful planning, Lewis offers an impromptu party, where 
Father Christmas interrupts a grave mission to hand out piping 
hot cups of tea, complete with milk and sugar, and to suggest 
that everyone takes a rest. Aslan the lion is a powerful force 
for good but, like Jesus, he often subverts our expectations and 
challenges our beliefs about how a leader should behave. He 
is a good lion, but not a tame one. In his book about Narnia, 
Rowan Williams describes the magical place as belonging to an 
“unpredictable world of Grace” 67 which overthrows “self-made 
bonds and human power games” to remind us of the “sheer 
surprisingness of the world we inhabit” (51). As we shared 
meals with the beavers and heard whispers that Aslan was on 
the move this Advent, we allowed ourselves once again to be 
surprised by the Good News that God dwells with us.
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Know your 
Neighbours

What is the best book you’ve ever read?
I love anything by Jane Austen. I love the way she takes every-
day domestic life morally seriously. Most of us assume that we 
need to find ourselves in extraordinary circumstances in order 
to exercise extraordinary virtue, but she shows that’s false.    

Where in the world do you feel most at peace?  
I love the hour or so before bed-time best.  Usually, I’m in my 
PJ’s curled up in bed with my two cats Heather and Fawn. During 
this time, they snooze and I pray the rosary and then read a 
novel. It’s purrfect.

Who’s are favourite person in the Bible? 
My favorite person in the Bible is the Virgin Mary. She had the 
courage and the trust to say yes to God even when she knew 
that being an unwed mother in ancient Isreal would put her 
in a very dangerous position. My devotion to her stems from a 
desire to emulate these qualities. 

What does community mean/look like to you?
To me, a community is a place where we can grow in and prac-
tice virtue. It’s all well and good to read St. Thomas Aquinas’ 
ethical treaties and think “Yes, forgiveness is a wonderful thing. 
Let’s all do it all the time” and it’s another to actually forgive 
someone who has hurt you. 

What might people be surprised to know about you?
I’m very dyslexic and didn’t learn how to read and write until I 
was about ten years old. I still find spelling challenging and this 
makes me very self-conscious about my writing  (thank good-
ness for modern spell-checking technology).

Chelsy Bouwman & Anna Schroeder
We’d like to formally introduce some new faces in our parish 
and hope you can get to know them a bit better.

I began attending Christ Church this August, having mov-
ing to Edmonton from Toronto to start teaching philosophy 
at MacEwan University.  Gah, just about everything described 
in that sentence was scary and unfamiliar.  Toronto had been 
my home for the last ten years. I loved my life there.  I had an 
apartment in a beautiful neighborhood, a big circle of friends, 
a lovely church community and I had become pretty good at 
the whole graduate student thing. Now I was moving alone, to 
a city I had never been to for my very first teaching job. What 
could possibly go wrong? I wasn’t sure if Christ Church would 
be a good fit either.  In Toronto, I was part of an Anglo-Catholic 
parish. Lots of smells, lots of bells.  In hindsight, I needn’t have 
worried.  I survived the September snows and my first Sunday 
a Christ Church was lovely. Hymns are certainly way more fun 
when accompanied by children running around and laughing. 

Celia Byrne
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When did you start attending Christ Church? 
August 2018.

What struck you on your first Sunday at Christ Church?
Josh: The cantor’s beautiful rendition of the day’s psalm. 
Sarah: The vibrant community of young families.

What is the best book you’ve ever read?
Josh: If John’s Gospel counts, then that’s it. Outside of the Bible, 
perhaps the Epic of Gilgamesh.  
Sarah: Not the best book I’ve ever read, but a favorite is Made-
leine L’Engle’s A Circle of Quiet, a lovely inspirational memoir.
 
What is a skill you would like to master?
Josh: Gypsy jazz guitar.  
Sarah: I’ve always wanted to learn the art of making cheese. 

What would the perfect weekend look like to you?
Josh: Being amongst friends and/or family in a place of great 
natural beauty, with a well-behaved child and time for reading 
some classic text. 
Sarah: Exploring a new part of Edmonton with family. 

Where in the world do you feel most at peace?
Josh: Hearing the sung Eucharistic Prayer at church. 
Sarah: On the beach with the people I love the most. 

Who and/or what inspires you?
Josh: People who dedicate large amounts of time and energy to 
bearing others’ sufferings. 
Sarah: Saint Macrina’s life and death, who while living, studied 
theology, devoted her life to Christ, and raised her younger 
siblings. And in dying she rejoiced: “You, O Lord, have freed us 
from the fear of death. You have made the end of this life the 
beginning to us true life.” - Life of Macrina by Gregory of Nyssa

Who is your favourite person in the Bible?
Josh: Mary! 
Sarah: Jesus.
What does community mean/look like to you?
Josh: A lifelong exercise in loving people you would never have 
heard of otherwise.  
Sarah: Living in community is to live self-sacrificially for others 
with the shared purpose of hastening God’s kingdom. 

What might people be surprised to know about you?
Josh: I played in the 2001 Little League World Series (baseball). 
Sarah: I lived in Argentina for 9 months after graduating from 
university.

What do you wish you knew more about?
Josh: History. As a philosophy teacher, I know embarrassingly 
little about actual material history  —even when it comes to the 
eras of authors I’ve studied for years. 
Sarah: I’ve had an interest in studying the Church Fathers for a 
few years now but with the addition of children, I haven’t had 
the energy (or time) needed to do so. 

What’s one question you want to ask God?
Josh: Did the soul of Christ comprehend the Word or the Divine 
Essence?
Sarah: I think to be in His eternal presence would be sufficient. 
There’s something particularly beautiful about the mystery of God

Josh, Rowan, and Sarah

Welcome, David Winston! 

Ascension House rang in the new year with new resident, David who 
has travelled all the way from India to begin a BSc at MacEwan. David is 
excited to be a part of this community and looks forward to cooking with 
his roommates and learning the ropes of Edmonton. Be sure to say hi next 
door or catch him on a Sunday morning!
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What are the steps to becoming a Welcoming Church? How does 
Christ Church measure up? The first step in becoming a Wel-
coming Church may be the admission that Christ Church needs 
to work on becoming more inviting. Our perception may be that 
we do think we are friendly but are we only being friendly to 
one another? Are we seeing ourselves from the perspective of 
Church guests? These are the questions that the new Welcom-
ing Team Ministry are asking. We have had a name change from 
“newcomers” as our team is responsible for more than simply 
organizing dessert nights for those who are new to the parish.  

Our ministry is to educate our congregation on how to embrace 
and welcome those who are new to Christ Church through in-
vitation, hospitality and evangelism. “It is in the very nature of 
God to invite everyone into community. When we invite people 
to participate, we are simply making an invitation on behalf of 
our Lord.” When we invite this means growth which brings new 
and different perspectives that may be uncomfortable for us. 
Though, we must remember that “the whole idea of invitation, 
is grounded in the idea of God’s mission —God’s sending of 
himself in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit in order to invite us 
into a relationship with him; a relationship that seeks to call 
the best from us, to light us up from within with the light of 

#Yourewelcome
Rev. Chelsy, Denise Brisson, Jessica, Alison 

Hurlburt, Tim Stephens
Opening the doors to our church
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God.”  As part of this education we are hoping to have a bible 
study about welcoming; re-educating sides people and help-
ing everyone sitting in a pew on how to be more welcoming 
through our weekly tips in the Sunday bulletin and modes of 
social media.

Our ministry is also responsible to equip and encourage new-
comers to participate in the life of the community. We do this 
by keeping up with the I’m new section on our website; finding 
new ways to effectively track newcomers so that they do not 
go unnoticed; hosting Dinners for 12 to bring newcomers and 
oldcomers together and creating brochures, newcomer cards 
and upcoming events that will continually be updated on our 
new bulletin board in the church foyer.  

Do you have a passion for welcoming others and building 
community? The welcoming team might be a great fit for you! 
We meet together once a month to discuss ways in which we 
can educate the community about being welcoming. This is 
done usually at Denise’s house over a cup of tea or a glass of 
wine and some goodies. Feel free to pull any one of our team 
members aside to answer any questions you might have. We 
welcome suggestions for us to consider initiating. We would 

love to hear from you and we look forward to journeying with 
you as we explore genuine Christian invitation together.

We are a new ministry and we continue to try and iron out 
any kinks that we might be experiencing.  If we haven’t had a 
chance to welcome you officially let us know so that we can 
do just that, and get to know you better!  We look forward to 
meeting you!!

Denise Brisson, Jessica Stankowski, Tim Stephens,
Alison Hurlburt & Chelsy Bouwman.
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Reconciliation

Rev. Nick Trussell
A story of how this new ministry has been here 
evolving at Christ Church

In September we began a completely new ministry for Recon-
ciliation with First Nations at Christ Church with Rev. Nick and 
a committee of dedicated volunteers. The focus of the Recon-
ciliation Facilitator position and of the committee work has 
been as a ministry to Christ Church, providing opportunities to 
meaningfully learn and engage the history of the Church’s rela-
tionship with First Nations and to begin planting seeds of hope 
through reconciled and healed relationships. Over the past 
few months we have had several events that have helped us to 
acknowledge and understand the hurt of a broken relationship 
as well as to re-frame ourselves and to take new steps together 
for a renewed and reconciled relationship.

Orange Shirt Day in the parish and across the Diocese was a 
tremendous moment of education and healing. Christ Church 
was a sea of orange as we recognized that every child matters 
and remembered those who survived residential schools and 
those who didn’t. Stan Salopree blessed us with drum songs to 
pray for children and to join in dancing in joy.
 We joined with a number of other churches and community 
partners for a round dance at Robertson Wesley. We had a 
ceremony to hear and hold survivours stories with the help of 
Michelle Nieviadomy. We hosted a Reconciliation Messy Church, 
teaching our families about Treaty 6 and giving everyone an 
opportunity to join the heart beat of the powow drum with 
Lloyd Cardinal.
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 A few parishioners have also joined the #Next150 challenge 
together; meeting a number of challenges that help us take 
action for reconciliation in our own lives and neighbourhoods. 
The first challenge was to know and acknowledge the tradition-
al lands we live and work on and what that means for us each 
and every day.

Tatawaw “There is room for you, Welcome” will be our next 
educational event. Spread over 3 Saturdays and bringing to-
gether participants from Christ Church, the neighbourhood and 
other churches we will learn together through the facilitation 
of a group called Neheawin, about the history of this land, the 
nature of treaty and produce our own treaty statements for use 
by the parish.

 February 13th we will be joining thousands across the country 
in a day of ceremony and fasting to stand up against violence 
against women and children as part of the Moose Hide Cam-
paign. Domestic violence is an issue that effects everyone in 
Canada and is preventable if we all stand up together to end it. 
This grass roots movement is joining Indigenous and Non-In-
digenous men and women in doing exactly that.

Knowing and acknowledging the hurt of the past has inspired 
us to be humbled partners in seeking healing today and hope 
for tomorrow. We and the whole church have been made min-
isters of the reconciliation we have received through the life 
of Jesus Christ, because of this; our true and living hope, we 
know a reconciled, a whole and healed humanity, waits ahead 
through the work of the Spirit in this ministry.
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Standing Up 
Against Violence

In early December, I picked up a copy of a local Edmonton 
newspaper. I was deeply disturbed to see the face of a young 
Cree man behind sunglasses in a photograph. Beside the photo 
was a damning caption: “A History of Violence.”  My heart raced, 
my gut turned and my mind reeled. I did not know who Ash-
ton Lafleche was. I did not know what had happened or what 
charges he would face. Still, I was certain that his history of 
violence was more complicated than what he had just done. 
Perhaps it is our history too.
 
The newspaper told of a horrific case of domestic and gen-
der-based violence. Asthon stands accused of second-degree 
murder. As I read the article, I began to weep for the mother 
and two young daughters whose lives were taken. One child 
was Ashton’s own daughter. I wept for the pain and devasta-
tion inflicted on the families and communities affected. I felt a 
range of emotions this kind of tragedy can evoke. I felt anger at 
the violence. I felt moved to pray for  the family. I felt fear for 
my own family.
 
Tragedy and suffering affect us all. They can lead us to think 
about the nature of evil in our world. Essential to our life in 
faith is how we respond to the evil we encounter. It is not 
enough feel anger or fear. We should “fear no evil” (Psalm 
23), and so we are called to confront evil as ministers of the 
reconciliation that God has granted us. Standing up to violence 
to promote honesty, health, and healing, and creating safe 
spaces and communities for all people requires a holy grace. It 
means examining the ways we hurt and exclude others while 
we support systems and attitudes that do the same. It means 
examining our ways without shame or fear while trusting in the 
gift of grace and new life.
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Ashton Lafleche’s history of violence is older than the 
offences those damning headlines announced. Long 
before the violence he inflicted on a mother and her 
two children there was a history of violence inflicted 
on Ashton through the generational legacy of residen-
tial schools and colonization. This fact does not justify 
or excuse his violent acts; instead, it calls us to action. 
We are all called to play a role in seeking truth, recon-
ciliation and justice in our communities. 
 
I was blessed to have a long conversation and time 
of prayer with Ashton’s mother. We prayed for hope 
and healing in the midst of her grief as a mother and 
grandmother and for God’s justice and grace, which 
are greater than our human anger and violence. 
 
 Domestic and gender-based violence is preventable 
through education, dialogue, counselling and healing. 
If Ashton’s community recognized the warning signs 
perhaps this terrible act of violence might have been 
prevented. Early measures for learning and recognizing 
the warning signs and taking concrete steps for pre-
vention were absent, and the result was tragic.   
 
I believe that we can do more than call out the wrong.  
I believe that together we can bring out the good. We 
can do more than repeat and reprint histories that 
bolster stereotypes, condone racism, and prolong the 
cycle of violence. We can try to see the violence of the 
systems that have given privilege to a few. We can be-
gin to tell human stories of trauma, healing and hope. 

We can acknowledge that we occupy places of privilege 
and power and begin to live our lives in ways that val-
ue the voices and places of all people, especially the 
vulnerable and marginalized.
 
 I know we can speak words and take actions that will 
offer hope and help end domestic and gender-based 
violence; therefore, I am inviting men, young and old, 
to join me and thousands of others across Canada to a 
day of fasting, ceremony, prayer and learning on Febru-
ary 13th. On that day we will pledge to honour, respect, 
and protect the women and children in our lives and 
to work together to end violence against women and 
children.
 
Our day of fasting will coincide with the provincial 
gathering of the Moose Hide Campaign in B.C. The 
Moose Hide campaign is a movement of Indigenous 
men and boys dedicated to ending violence against 
women and children (https://moosehidecampaign.ca).
 
At 7:30 am on Feb. 13th we will gather at Christ Church 
for a ceremony to begin our fast. At noon we will have 
a time of teaching for men. At 6 pm we will have a 
closing ceremony and share a small meal to end the 
fast and to share our experiences.
 
Please let me know if you are interested in joining us 
for this day of action. 

Rev. Nick Trussell
How together, we can “bring out the good.”



Connexion14

Thank Yous!

Subscribe!

#40DaysofPhotos

Community Dinner 
A big thank you to everyone who volunteered their time and 
talents for this months community dinner. Your help is a bless-
ing to this parish and community!

Messy Church
This family ministries event invites us to be messy and learn 
about Jesus in the process. Thank you to those who sign-up on 
a regular basis to help cook the meal, assist with the crafts, and 
clean-up. 

Baby Jesus
Thanks to Liz and Ralph Timlick who brought this 
beautiful baby Jesus back from the Holy Land as a gift 
to Christ Church. It was blessed on Christmas Eve and 
was adored by the kids and adults alike.

Daily Lenten Reflections
The Christ Church clergy will email you a spiritual reflection 
each day (except Sunday) during Lent. To subscribe please sign 
up in the parish hall or email the parish office.

40 Days of Lent Photo Challenge
You’re invited and encouraged to reflect on your life 
in the season of Lent using your camera! Each day there will be a prompt for 
you to interpret. Post your photo using the hashtag, #40DaysofPhotos and 
be sure to tag  us @christchurchedm for a chance to be featured. Please 
see the image on page 2, the poster in the hall, or visit the website/parish 
Facebook for more info. Alternatively, your photos may be emailed daily to 
Anna (a_schroeder@live.ca).

THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF CHRIST CHURCH is a community of faithful Christians where everyone is 
welcomed and nourished. The parish is a hub of activity and community engagement as we respond 
to God’s call. Our mission is to encourage and support the faith journeys of all who wish to share in 
God’s call to prayer, worship, fellowship, community and outreach.

Parish News
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Week at 
Christ Chruch

19th   Good Friday  Children’s Service
 10 A.M.

 Solemn Good Friday Service
 1 P.M.

14th   Palm Sunday 
 8 & 10 A.M.

15th  Monday in Holy Week
 7 P.M.

16th Tuesday in Holy Week
 7 P.M.

17th Wednesday in Holy Week
 7 P.M.

18th Maundy Thursday with the Rite  
 of Foot Washing
 7 P.M.

20th   Oliver’s Greatest Easter Egg  
 Hunt  10 A.M
 
 Community Dinner 5 P.M.
 Easter Vigil 

21st  Easter Sunday Services
 8 & 10 A.M.

April

ofPhotos

1. Joy
2. Sorrow
3. Something lost
4. Something gained
5. Something loved
6. Something ruined
7. Success
8. Failure
9. Peace
10. Longing

11. Hope
12. Journey
13. Community
14. A friend
15. A stranger
16. A lace of healing
17. Somewhere quiet
18. Somewhere loud
19. Somewhere dark
20. Somewhere light

21. Somewhere alone
22. Somewhere important
23. Somewhere warm
24. Somewhere cold
25. Somewhere distant
26. Somewhere close
27. A word
28. A verse
29. A thought
30. A promise

31. Something humble
32. Something strong
33. Someting weak
34. Something known
35. Something unknown
36. Something treasured
37. Something given
38. Something old
39. Something new
40. Something transformed

A Lenten 
Photo Challenge

Use #40DaysofPhotos & 
tag  us @christchurchedm! * 
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christchurchedmonton.org      @christchurchedm 12116-102 Ave, Edmonton, AB  

February 24
  
The Nature of the Divided Brain: 
Tom Snyder, Professor of Psychiatry, 
U of A

Literary & Artistic Manifestations:  
David Gay, Professor of English, U of A

The Divided Brain and 
the Making of the West-
ern World

Iain McGilchrist (2009)

Parish hall, 
refreshments provided

March 3

Philosophic Manifestations:  
Henry Schuurman, Professor of 
Philosophy, Kings

Religious/Spiritual Manifestations:  
Steve Martin, 
Professor of Theology, Kings

March 10

Implications for Us and the World:  
Panel & Audience Discussion

THE

EMISSARY
AND HIS 

MASTER 

Three Sunday Afternoon
 Discussions on

4 - 6 p.m.

“It is no exaggeration to say that thisquite re-
markable book will radically change the way you 
understand the world and yourself …. 
—David Lorimer, Scientific & 
Medical Network Review

 
“Certainty is the greatest of all illusions …. The 
only certainty, it seems to me, is that those who 
believe they are certainly right are certainly 
wrong.”
— Iain McGilchrist


