
WARNING:  This won’t be a traditional sermon!  What I’ve done instead is to highlight one tiny 
portion of each lesson today and make a few comments on it.  I may mention how it was used 
by the church in the early days or how it might be helpful to us in these challenging days.  Then 
I would encourage you to read the lessons yourself and see what you find in them.  If you have 
questions or comments that you’d like to share with me (or our Priests, I’m sure) please e-mail 
me (or them).  My e-mail is: martin@ecfoundation.org 
 
 
From The Gospel:  John 11:1-45 
 
44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."  
 
This is a long text, telling a complicated and multidimensional story that has been used, among 
other things, to talk about Jesus’ death and resurrection.  That is why, we have this lesson 
today, so close to Good Friday and Easter.  There are lovely bits in here about the close, human 
relationship Jesus had with Mary and Martha and their brother Lazarus.  Jesus shared their grief 
so deeply that he wept and was deeply disturbed as they approached the reality of the tomb.  
The women avoided recriminations and blaming and kept their faith through it all.  And Jesus 
reminded them all that the glory of God can overcome all limitations. 
 
I chose this verse because it is directed at us.  If course, in the story, it’s directed at Mary and 
Martha or the other folks who had accompanied them to the tomb.  Jesus has already prayed 
to God and spoken the powerful words: “Lazarus, come out!”  The miracle if healing, of 
resurrection, of life out of death is completed, but there is still work for us to do.  Jesus said to 
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  This was the important task Jesus gave to them back then.  
I would suggest that we make ourselves part of the story, that we become part of The Gospel 
and do this thing too. 
 
Our hands and feet are, for the moment, bound by rules and regulations about social 
distancing, self-isolation (that’s me until Wednesday night!) and mass gatherings.  That won’t 
be forever.  Unbound, we can be ready to move to help and touch others when it is once again 
permitted.  We can release our loved ones (and our own minds?) from the bonds of fear and 
anxiety because we know that the glory of God can overcome even death.  We can unbind our 
generosity and learn to reach out to our community in concrete ways that are still allowed 
(food delivery, money; in virtual ways using our laptops and phones; and through prayer for 
those who are still out and about in the community helping us and others. 
 
Jesus did the stuff of miracles but left us much important work to do.  In church talk, that is also 
called Liturgy: the work of the people.  This is the Gospel of Christ. 
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From the second lesson, Romans 8:6-11 
 
11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells 
in you.  
 
Paul, the writer of Romans, was big on the distinction between flesh and spirit.  It was an 
important philosophical issue in those days.  So much of Paul’s writing talks about this, often in 
ways that don’t make as much sense to us today or that we don’t even particularly agree with.  
Nevertheless. what I like about this verse and why I chose it for today, is that the Spirit Paul 
presents is external to us.  It is not part of our “bad” flesh, or even our mind.  It is the Spirit of 
the one who raised Christ from the dead, the Sprit of God, if you will.  It is this Spirit who dwells 
in us, who gives life not to our souls. but to our mortal bodies! 
 
Through Jesus Christ, our mortal bodies, our life in community, our presence on this planet is 
not dismissed or thrown away.  We are not spiritualized as if bodies and pandemics, welcoming 
strangers and comforting families were unimportant.  It is this Spirit from outside, this “other”, 
dwelling in you that gives you life—body and soul. 
 
This is the gift of Easter that we anticipate even when surrounded by rumours and worries of 
death. 
 
 
From the words of the prophet Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
11 Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
"Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.'  
 
Every time I read this account I think of a movie.  The visuals are stunning, and the audio is so 
powerfully described: “…a noise, a rattling, as the bones came together, bone to its bone…”  
And although I am not well versed in the horror genre, I expect this or something similar has 
been done, especially with zombie movies still so popular. 
 
So Ezekiel prophesied as the Lord directed and the bones came together and the sinews were 
attached and the flesh covered them.  Not enough, as you well know.  Breath had to be brought 
for them to live, breathed into them from the four winds (imagery that would be very familiar 
to our Indigenous community!).  And, still, one more thing is needed: “Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 
 
They were nearly alive now, but without hope.  The final ingredient: “I will put my spirit within 
you, and you shall live…”  This it the promise we received at our Baptism; we can count on it 
still.  We can claim this hope and life every day, no matter how dark and dry our valley. 
 



This lesson is from the Old Testament but it, too, is the Gospel of Christ.  Amen. 
 
To end this non-sermon, I would invite you to recite (out loud if you can, and perhaps with a 
loved one or two?) the Psalm for today.  No commentary necessary. 
 
 
Psalm 130 
 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.  

Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!  

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  

But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.  

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  

my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those 
who watch for the morning.  

O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is 
great power to redeem.  

It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.  
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