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Rector’s Note

Dear friends,
I am so pleased to share with you this COVID edition of our Christ Church Connexion.
Although we have not been able to gather in person for several months now, it is
wonderful to see the creative ways in which God has brought us together electronically, through the garden and through the kitchen. I am thankful for these opportunities
of connection, community and caring that we have been a part of in these months.
We have all been through something tremendously difficult over the past few months
and we still do not know how long it will be before we can return to a ‘normal’ way of
work, school, and community. When I walk through the church I am often struck with
waves of grief as I see the nursery empty, the coffee urns gathering dust, outdated
posters advertising activities that had to be cancelled, and the Sunday School carpet
rolled up in the corner. It is hard to pastor in an empty church building and it has been
difficult to always stay connected and feel connected without our usual ways of doing
that. Thank you for your patience and prayers for me and our church leadership in
these uncertain times. My hope and prayer is that God will continue to sustain us for
whatever the days ahead may bring and that God will draw us closer to God’s self as
we take a breath this summer.
My latest musing has been on a line from a Mary Oliver poem, ‘joy is not meant to
be a crumb’. The joy that comes from God is meant to be an abiding presence in our
lives, an abundance that is there for us if we can only open ourselves to it. As I try to
remember this each day, it encourages me to be ‘in the moment’, accepting of circumstances beyond my control and grateful for extra time with kids who grow too quickly.
May your joy be a whole loaf of bread and more as you move into this summer tide.

Yours in faith and hope,
Rev. Sue

Garden Church:
Come Pray with Us
Clergy Garden Hours

Messy Summer

Tuesday & Wednesday mornings
9:30 to 11 a.m.

Wednesday mornings & evenings
9:30 to 11 a.m. OR 6 to 7 p.m.

Come and have a chat with Rev. Sue (in July) or Rev. Chelsy (in
August) in the garden.

Prayer Garden
Tuesday & Wednesday mornings
9:30 to 11 a.m.
The church building will be open for quiet prayer and a weekly,
self-guided meditation on The Parables.

Pigs, Parties, and Prayer: Discovering God’s Love Through the
Parables.
Come to the church grounds for an interactive set of activities
kids and their parents can do together. These will be socially
distanced activities themed around a different parable each
week. Children will get a passport at the beginning of the
summer which they will get stamped each week after they
complete their activities. Activities will be socially distanced.

Come & Sit Awhile...

Summer Vespers

Tuesday & Wednesday mornings
9:30 to 11 a.m.

Wednesday evenings
7:00 p.m.

Our church grounds will have some creative outdoor prayer stations
open for individual use.

Please join us each week in the garden for a concert, or activity
followed by evening vespers (prayers) at 7:45pm. Bring your own
lawn chair, blanket and bug spray! We will have ushers on site to help
with social distancing and to ensure we all have a safe and good time
together. There will be extra chairs for those who need one! Invite
your neighbours and we will see you on the lawn!

Gatherings will begin the week of July 7th and conclude after the
final event on August 26th.
All gatherings will be cancelled if it is raining. Please check our
website/church phone line/facebook page for a decision regarding
weather each Wednesday.

CONNECT WITH US

@christchurchedm

@christchurchedm

Zoom Sunday School

Andrea, Caleb,
and Alivia Kalyta.

D

During these challenging times, maintaining a sense of community takes real ingenuity. This is where the zoom Sunday school
classes come in! My children, Caleb and Alivia have been able
to meet with their church friends every Sunday at 11 am for fellowship, a bible story with a lesson, and singing. Although they
miss going to church, this unique virtual platform has given
them a chance to still feel part of the church family and grow
in the knowledge of Christ. Caleb has really enjoyed the bible
stories and he was even given the opportunity to take the lead
and read the Easter story!! Alivia enjoys the singing!! In addition
to a wonderful time of fellowship, there is often a preparatory
email sent out with instructions on how to create a craft related
to each weekly lesson. We are so grateful for the zoom Sunday
school lessons as it allows for some normality and structure
during very uncertain times. Despite these unprecedented
times, the church has made such an effort to make sure our
children feel loved and cared for. Thank-you!
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Raising Christian Kids During COVID
Alison Hurlburt

M

My pre-Covid Christian parent life was very predictable: show
up on Sundays, Messy Church now and then, make sure to keep
the story book Bible in the bedtime book rotation.
My pandemic Christian parenting? Not so much.
It’s hard to reflect on parenting during Covid, because I feel like
I have been through about a dozen different styles and strategies during the past three months. There was the initial burst of
energy, when I made a schedule that included praying together
and singing hymns on Sundays. There was the stretch where
all I had energy for was letting my daughter sit near me (or on
me) while she played endless hours of games on her tablet. We
got really into the Holy Week scavenger hunt, and had lots of
amazing home church time around it. The Ascension Week bag
of activities? It’s still sitting on the shelf. We haven’t logged
into Zoom Sunday School in several weeks, but we’ve started
saying Grace at meals for the first time. My daughter insists that
we observe Sundays not with the homemade communion-style
bread I attempted to bake the first few weeks, but with a giant
fort in the living room that she calls her Pretend Church.

This has been hard. I’m sure in different ways, it has been hard
for your family, too. I’m finding comfort in the fact that God
is just as present in these hard times as God always is. I am
trying (and sometimes failing) to treat my child with grace and
patience, and to extend that grace and patience to myself. I am
reminding myself that Jesus meets us exactly where we are and
loves us anyways, even when we feel like we’re not coping. At
the end of the day, God is bigger than all of this. My faith will
survive these sad months without gathering in person, and I
have to trust that my daughter’s will, too. God has a relationship with her that is too strong to be threatened by her unwavering hatred of Zoom. She is still singing the songs she learned
at Christ Church. She is still throwing out deep theological
questions (“Why did God make us to be people instead of cats
with unicorn horns?”). God is still here with us even on days
when I struggle to feel the truth of that.
See you on the other side. I’ll bring the pew snacks.

What is a parable?
Where can we find Parables?
What on earth do Parables mean?
Join us in the church garden this
summer and find out!
EVERY Wednesday at 9:30 - 11am and
6 - 7 p.m. to learn more about God’s
love through the Parables.
COVID-19 Issue
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The
School
Lunch
Project
David Gay

T

The Covid-19 pandemic has curtailed many of our regular
church programs and gatherings. Our monthly community dinner, now entering its fourth decade, and our much newer weekly summer neighbourhood barbecues are just two examples.
Our parish kitchen has, nonetheless, been a site of great energy
and creativity throughout May and June. In late April, Sue
received a call to help families in need in the Roman Catholic
school system. These families depended on their local school’s
lunch programs to carry their children through the week. When
the pandemic arrived, schools emptied and the program lost
its funding. With her characteristic dedication to the Christian
ethic of hospitality and outreach, Sue offered our kitchen and
began planning this important food security program.
Three teams of four to five volunteers led by Sue, Margie King,
and Ron Norton have been working in the kitchen on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 8:30-12:30 throughout May
and June. Reverend Sheila, who directs our community dinner
program, is present with each group offering sound advice and
hands-on support. Fred Freeman also attends every day, providing his unique work with dishwashing, a gift that makes him a
true hero for all the volunteers. Everyone is learning new tricks
and old lessons to make the work go smoothly and efficiently.
The Holy Spirit has blessed my Thursday group (Ron and Barb
Norton, Izzy Hess, David Gay and Anne Smith) with joy and conviviality and the gift of getting to know each other better. Our
other volunteer groups would no doubt agree.
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We prepare thirty hampers that each can feed families of four
or more. Some recent main courses include shepherd’s pie,
lasagna, beef noodle casserole, and a ham, cheese, and potato
stew. Fruits, vegetables, dinner rolls, cookies, snacks, chips,
and other treats go into each hamper as well. Sue provided
home-made apple crisp for every hamper one week, and also
connected our program to Edmonton’s Food Bank, which has
provided an abundance of ingredients and essentials. The Little
Potato Company of Edmonton has generously supplied that
most versatile of all vegetables. We have vigorously mashed or
patiently baked potatoes nearly every week, except when pasta
is the major element.

When we transfer the food to foil containers for each hamper,
we are perhaps not so much filling empty spaces as building
dependable structures. Casseroles, lasagnas, shepherd’s pies,
and other dishes consist of carefully constructed layers from
the hands of the master chef at the oven to each apportioned
serving.

Our team leaders bring bushels of experience and a good measure of culinary genius to large scale cooking. Our most recent
dish was Greek lemon herbed chicken with golden roasted
potatoes, an inspiration that came to Ron as he considered the
ingredients available that week. I have learned a lot about the
spirituality of cooking from watching Ron at work. He speaks of
the importance of varying textures to make meals interesting,
delightful, and memorable. He added some crushed potato
chips to the top of one casserole to bring a delightful surprise
for the families and a perfect contrast of feel and taste to the
dish. His large trays of roasted potatoes look and smell heavenly because they are, in a very real sense, heavenly in their
purpose and intention. We received some very high-quality
chocolates from the Food Bank to add last week. They came in
glistening wrappings of bright gorgeous colours of scarlet and
lavender and green, almost like gifts or treasures. We hope
these sensory surprises are uplifting and fun for families and
for children missing their school lunch table friends and their
teachers.

“let all things be done for edification”). It is also a word with
culinary connotations since food should be spiritually edifying
and not just physically nourishing. “Edify” has a special way
of blending the spiritual and material significance of food. A
full hamper can give new meaning to the phrase “the beauty
of holiness” etched in the strong fir beams above our chancel
steps. We hope and pray that this ministry has built up families
in body, mind, and spirit, and helped to maintain our entire
parish morale in a challenging time. Volunteering has been a
very edifying experience for all.

COVID-19 Issue

“To ‘edify’ means literally to build something
up (1 Cor. 14:26)...”

With thanks to all the volunteers, including Barb Norton, Anne
Smith, Izzy Hess, Emily Moen, Henry Schuurman, Marco Katz,
Meera and Arjun Krup and Lawrence, Allison Fieldberg, Tom
Snyder, Marjorie Anderson, Marnie Mustard, Melissa Ritz, and
Anna Schroeder. We are indebted to The Edmonton Community Foundation for their $10,000 COVID Response Grant which
helped to fund a large portion of The School Lunch Project.
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Morning & Evening Prayer
Rev. Maureen Crerar

A

As Anglicans, we are a people of common prayer. Prayer and
reading holy scripture are central to our faith in God, in Christ
Jesus , and through the Holy Spirit. During this COVID 19 pandemic, the church has not stopped praying or meditating on
God’s Word . As Rev. Sue so aptly said in a recent sermon, it
has been a 100 days since we last gathered as a community in
our sacred space at Christ Church. We long for the time we can
once again gather in community, to pray, to hear holy scripture
together, and, especially, to receive the bread of heaven and
the cup of salvation. A day of Great Thanksgiving:
Buildings may be closed, but I assure you, we have not stopped
praying or reading scripture. As individuals, and as on-line
communities, we have prayed daily through many seasons of
the church year in the year 2020. Not only have our clergy and
wonderful music director and choir led us in prayer, sermons,
and uplifting music every Sunday, but Reverend Chelsy has also
offered opportunity for daily morning prayer. In addition to
this, we were invited to gather virtually for a week of Evening
prayer in response to the Archbishop of Canterbury’s call to The
Anglican Communion worldwide to pray, Thy Kingdom Come.
There may be notices on church doors that we are closed. But
I assure you we are not closed to pray “without ceasing”. We
pray for you, our Christ Church community, for friends, neighbours, for health care workers, our leader, and may more. We
pray for you on special days and circumstances, in your joy
and in your sorrow. The building may be closed but our prayers
never stop.

“Blessed Lord, who caused all holy scripture to be written for our learning: Grant
us so to hear them, read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest them...”
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Some of us have been able to gather at 9:00 for morning prayer
on ZOOM. We gather from all over the city. People come from
our own Christ Church 8:00 am and 10:00 am services, as well
as from country parishes. We come as we are before God. Even
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after wind blown early morning walks, a COVID hairdo, with little children, with a cup of coffee, and with pets. We just come.
What an extraordinary experience this has been to pray and
respond to God’s holy word, and get to know one another. It has
been a joy to hear people’s insights and meaningful responses
to some challenging Scripture readings in this virtual prayer
community. There is such wisdom and kindness and compassion among those gathered on-line. . Some days, as we pray
the psalms and hear the scriptures, words just jump out and
touch us when we need to be encouraged, or supported for the
day. On other days the scriptures grab us to make us laugh or
think more deeply. God speaks to each of us through the words
of prayer and in the scriptures. These gatherings are small, and
not overwhelmingly scary. We are ordinary people in a virtual
community, who are all living in this same COVID pandemic, and
are growing in our spiritual lives. In our own way, we are learning more of what it means to be a community of prayer.
Indeed, our daily morning and evening prayer, which has historically been an important rhythm in our Anglican life seeps into
our hearts and souls as we attempt to “ pray without ceasing”.
As well, the daily office of reading scriptures is so beautifully
said. “Blessed Lord, who caused all holy scripture to be written
for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given
us in our Saviour Jesus Christ; who lives with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever Amen” ( Proper 28, BCP).

as the communion of people worldwide, as we sang out our
Alleluia’s in prayer. At the Ascension, we stood alongside Jesus
disciples with questions , and mixed emotions of puzzlement,
wonder and desolation. What on earth had just happened?
Yet we prayed with the disciples and saints in wonder and
thanksgiving that Jesus had not left us alone. We were not
isolated but offered the gift of the Holy Spirit to be our guide
and our comforter. So in confidence we prayed “ Come Holy
Spirit Come”. We never stopped praying and reading through
to Trinity Sunday when we rejoiced in the community of the
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, through whom we offer all
our prayers. We continue to pray without ceasing.
Thanks be to God for the invitation from our Christ Church
clergy to a new way of prayer, scripture, and community through
modern technology, as we wait to celebrate and participate in
Holy Communion with thanksgiving

Thanks to our clergy leadership, we have prayed and read
through the forty days of Lent; through Palm/Passion Sunday;
through the joy and sorrow and sadness of Holy Week.
By Easter Day we joined with the angels and saints, as well

COVID-19 Issue
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Hungering for God
Steve Martin

H

“Humans are what they eat,” wrote the Russian theologian
Alexander Schmemann. We are born hungry. And God has given
humans access to all the food they need—though within limits
as the story in the Garden says. In giving humans the goods of
the earth God also gives us the means to know and love God in
return.
The biblical stories of creation insists on this. But it also says
that our hunger is only satisfied when we offer our food to God,
when we bless God for God’s blessing, when we acknowledge
that all we have comes from God, and of God’s own do we give
back. We have nothing that is truly our own private possession.
The great evil of food insecurity is that people are deprived of
this ability to be in relationship with God through the goods of
creation, which Schmemann says is life itself.
Christians know what it is to have that hunger satisfied in Jesus.
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Every Sunday we gather around the altar, God’s table. There we
present God’s gifts of grain and grapes transformed by our labour into bread and wine. And through our consumption of that
bread and wine we receive those gifts back as Body and Blood:
God’s offering of God’s very life for us.
This is the mystery (sacramentum) of our faith. In response
we offer “our selves, our souls, and bodies to be a reasonable,
holy, and living sacrifice” unto God as we go forth, renewed
and strengthened and filled with love divine. Ete missa est. The
mass becomes the mission to feed a starving world.
Alas. That satisfaction is now taken away from us, for a time.
We have again become hungry, and that hunger deepens every
week we are without the Eucharist. We ache for communion
with Jesus and with one another. We know deep in our bones
that morning prayers and Zoom meet-ups and socially distant
visitations are no substitute. Our faith is material; our invitation

COVID-19 Issue

is to “taste and see” not “hear and reflect.”
But we are still the church. We are still that people who have
received life through supping with Jesus. And we are still that
people who are called to extend that banquet to our community, especially to those whose hunger is magnified by circumstance. Our hunger for Jesus has opened us up to being the
church in a new way: not by gathering and sharing the Eucharist
in the sanctuary, but by assembling, a few at a time, in the
kitchen to make food for the food insecure in our community.
Transforming the raw materials God has given us into delicious
and satisfying food.
For the time being, we have become Eucharist for our community. We have become the gift of God. That’s what the programme
has done at Christ Church. It has allowed us as parishioners to
continue to be the church. And even if we do not sit at a table
planning the meals or drive to the grocer to purchase the food
or stand in the kitchen doing the preparation, we still participate through our giving, through our encouraging, and through
our praying.
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The Garden
Margie King

T

The grounds and gardens of Christ Church are a delight for the
Oliver and Glenora communities and for our parish. They are
rarely empty, as people drop in for a quiet place to sit and to
view the changes as the seasons progress. They have also provided an outlet for some of us to get our hands in the soil and
make our gardens shine. Sunshine, fresh air and social distancing have kept us happy and healthy.
Willie, Martha and Gabe have tackled the hedges, pruning,
cleaning, shaping and edging them until they are now the envy
of the neighbourhood. Willie and Gabe have been on lawn duty
as well, and the lawns are perfectly groomed and edged.
The gardens are now in a process of renewal. Willie and Thomas
have replaced the aging red crushed rock along the bell tower
path with grey stones and hostas. New cedar chips have freshened up the west wall of the church. And now we are tackling
the flower beds. Some of our older shrubs and trees have died
while others have outgrown their space. We will replace these,
being mindful of the original garden architecture and use of the
space while updating the content of the flower beds.
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Our indefatigable garden guru is Kathy Besuyen. Her skill is evident everywhere you look, and honestly, after all of her work,
the gardens do look lovely. Martha, Melissa, Doris, Marjorie,
Trish and Emily have put in hours of work as well and it shows.
On May 26, we all spent a few hours in the rain planting the annuals that Trish had ordered. We are now in maintenance mode,
weeding, tilling, pruning and editing our flowers beds and
shrubs. Gabe edged our flower beds as we launched into spring
cleanup and that certainly keeps the beds looking tidy.
The care of the gardens has expanded for some of us to an
appreciation of the needs of those who visit our gardens. While
many pass through just to enjoy the space, others are lonely
and looking for someone to spend time with, while still others
have burdens they need to share. We have begun to think of
this as our garden ministry. It is time well spent.
We all look forward to welcoming everyone back to the grounds
and gardens of the Anglican Parish of Christ Church. Feel free to
bring your gardening gloves and pick a weed or two. All hands
are welcome! It actually takes many hours of work each week to
water and weed, so if any of you enjoy sunshine, open spaces
and a little honest work while maintaining a safe distance,
please let Rev Sue, Trish, Kathy or me know. We would welcome
the help.
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The Quest

I

It began, innocently enough, with a conversation with a colleague from Kitchener-Waterloo, about how she had a line on
masks and whether I needed any. I didn’t know much about the
PPE scene in Alberta but said I was in if she was able to score
some product.
Weeks went by and several options she was exploring fell
through and the promised masks didn’t materialize. She was
finally able to order some through her local hospital but with
strict instructions that the masks were only for organizations in
her own health region.
Meanwhile, I was making inquiries here—with local contractors,
trade unions and medical supply companies. All the non-traditional sources of masks reported that the hospitals had taken
any surplus supplies they had weeks ago. Which was okay, of
course—our nurses were reporting they still didn’t have all the
PPEs they needed.
And then I read in the paper about the provincial government
shipping planeloads of PPEs to Ontario. A lovely gesture of
inter-provincial sharing but I still knew of agencies here who
didn’t have any! So I started to ask around among bureaucrats
I knew and a variety of AHS people—seeking access to painters’
or drywallers’ masks which I was pretty confident weren’t being
sent to hospitals. The problem for community agencies was
that because they aren’t part of the formal health care system,
they didn’t have access to the government supplies. But I
knew that many of them were dealing with high-risk clients—
homeless people, sick people, people with addictions, hungry
people—and their staff and volunteers needed protection.
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Rev. Martin Garber-Conrad

The first shipment of masks came from a home health care
provider outside of Ottawa. She was also able to source hand
sanitizer from a winery in Prince Edward County. It was a very
good vintage! Then our Board chair, a woman in the restaurant
business, connected me with a local drug store supplier who
was expecting a shipment of masks from China.
And, finally, through a series of doctors and ADMs I was able to
get access to the GOA ordering process for masks, gloves, and
hand sanitizer. Even to this day, disinfecting wipes are not easy
to get. But walking one evening along 111 Avenue, north of the
Alex, I saw a mobile sign for a local medical supply company
promising local product—huge barrels of wipes, as it turned out.
We started out supplying the agencies running the homeless
shelter at the Expo Centre—they were getting supplies for the
program there but not for their other programs—at Bissell
Centre and Boyle Street and Boyle-McCauley Health Centre.
And then, through a research contact at Faculty of Extension, we
connected with Enoch First Nation and eight Metis Settlements
around Edmonton. Again, they were getting some PPEs for their
formal health workers, but not for their housing, counselling or
other staff.
And then there was Boys and Girls Clubs, Big Sisters/Brothers,
soon to be reopening. And Native Counselling, now that their
clients are able to go to Count again and masks are required.
And, in talking with Sue, the food security program at St. Faith’s
and so on and so on.

Connexion

To date, we have received and passed on more than 50,000
procedure masks, 12,000 Nitrile gloves, more than 10,000 wipes
and hundreds of containers of hand sanitizer. Our CFO and I
even set up our own bottling line one weekend, filling hundreds
of small bottles from 20-litre pails of hand sanitizer from a
local distillery. Our final count was 315.
And the masks: mostly from China via Ontario or west Edmonton, but also a hundred from a Rotary Club, another hundred
that a Red Deer friend of one of the Chandos guys made and,
best of all, more than a thousand reusable masks made at the
sewing shop in a Hutterite Colony south of Lethbridge. A new
colleague from a private foundation in Calgary make that connection. The Colony didn’t want any payment for the masks but
suggested that the girls in the shop would enjoy Tim Horton’s
donuts, so Shelley and her father drove down one weekend
with several dozen!
Although far from a logistics expert, I have enjoyed is the
concreteness of this exercise. So much of my ordinary work is
dependent on committees, consultations, and long-term policy
change (and now, nearly uncountable Zoom meetings). The
quest for PPEs was more immediate and hands-on, and people
who didn’t have access before… Well, you get the picture. And
I do like opening packages (Christmas every week!) and packing
things in boxes. Such a good excuse to get out of the house.
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On a more serious note, we have developed new relationships
with First Nations and Metis folks. So, in addition to the PPEs
we had the opportunity to get 100 laptops for the children at
Enoch whose families didn’t have either the equipment or the
internet connection for continuing their children’s education.
That was easy compared to sourcing masks! And, our friends at
St. Faith’s can continue their most excellent feeding work with a
bit more safety.

People will forget what you said. People will
forget what you did, but people will never
forget how you made them feel.
—Maya Angelo
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Parish News

Love in the Time of COVID
On March 31st Abby Stephens and Joe Goetze gathered
with their immediate family for a small and special wedding ceremony. Joe and Abby were originally planning
their wedding for May 2020 but with COVID closures they
decided to move their date up and gather with under
15 people in the church. Rev. Sue officiated their service
which was full of laughter and love: just like Joe and
Abby. Congratulations to this beautiful couple and we
wish you all the best for your life together.

Tim van Haaften and Naomi Shopland were married
outside on our beautiful gardens on Saturday, June 27th.
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Hope celebrates 90!
A belated Happy Birthday to Hope who
celebrated her on 90th on May 28th.
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Bonny Hodgson
Surrounded by Brian, Gillian, Alistair, Heather and Chloe, Bonny
Hodgson died peacefully at home on May 29th, 2020. Bonny
was an active and faithful member of our parish for decades.
She and Brian raised their children in the pews of the church
and she was a devoted woman of faith whose questions, insights and steadfastness were a great source of encouragement
to all who knew her. Bonny loved to hear of the activities at the
church and was quick to find ways to support any church event
– but especially ones that involved children. She will be missed
by everyone who knew her and our prayer is that she will indeed go on living in her family, and her friends. May everything
she held dear be carried on in our lives. A small family service
was held at Christ Church on Saturday June 6th and ‘A Celebration of Life’ will be held at a date to be determined.
‘On the wings of an eagle she will rise …’

Con(grad)ulations to...
Thomas Dickson who graduated from McNally High School and
will begin an engineering tech program at NAIT this fall.
Sarah Dickson who graduated from Saint Jean Campus, U of A
with her education degree.
The newest Dr. King! Chris King graduated medical school this
spring, from the University of Alberta and is off to Chilliwack,
B.C. to begin his Residency in Family Medicine. We wish him all
the best.
Anna Schroeder who graduated from MacEwan with her design
degree and has started her career with an Edmonton web
design agency.
COVID-19 Issue
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