
 

A candle may be lit, to set apart this time of prayer. 

Prelude: Excerpt from I Know that My Redeemer Liveth Handel’s Messiah 

Welcome 

Opening Hymn: Built on a Rock 

Built on a rock the church shall stand, even when steeples are falling 
Crumbled have spires in every land, bells still are chiming and calling - 
Calling the young and old to rest, calling the souls of those distressed, 
longing for life everlasting. 

Surely in temples made with hands God the Most High is not dwelling 
High in the heav’ns His temple stands, all earthly temples excelling. 
Yet God who dwells in heav’n above deigns to abide with us in love, 
making our bodies his temple. 

Christ builds a house of living stones, we are his own habitation. 
He fills our hearts, his humble thrones, granting us life and salvation; 
Where two or three will seek his face, he in their midst will show His grace, 
Blessings upon them bestowing. 

Yet in this house, an earthly frame, Jesus the children is blessing; 
Hither we come to praise his name, faith in our Savior confessing, 
Jesus to us his Spirit sent, making with us his covenant, 
granting his children the kingdom. 

Opening Responses 
Celebrant: Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God;  
All: O Come, Let us Worship. 

Celebrant: Lord, open our lips  
All: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Celebrant: O God, make speed to save us.  
All: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Celebrant: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
All: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Jubilate - Psalm 100 (Inclusive Language Psalter) 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 
serve the Lord with gladness and come into the divine presence with a song. 
Know this: the Lord, the Lord, is God;  
the One who made us and to whom we belong; 
we are God’s people, the sheep of God’s pasture. 
Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving;  
go into these courts with praise;  
give thanks to God and call upon the name of the Lord.  
For the Lord is good, whose steadfast love is everlasting; 
and whose faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom and healed every infirmity among the people. 
O come, let us worship. 



Children’s Talk 

The Proclamation of the Word  
First Reading: Isaiah 51:1–6 
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the rock from which you 
were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah 
who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For 
the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness 
like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving 
and the voice of song. Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go 
out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my 
salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm 
they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish 
like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my 
salvation will be for ever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Second reading: Romans 12:1–8 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the 
will of God - what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 
among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have 
many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Stand or sit for the Gospel reading, as seems appropriate for your setting.  

Gradual Hymn: Alleluia David Schack 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew (Matthew 16:13–20).  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in 
heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then 
he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



Gradual Hymn: Alleluia  

Sermon Dr. Michael Ferber 

I Know that My redeemer Liveth from Handel’s Messiah soloist Connie McLaws 

The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Prayers of the People 
Let us join in prayer with God’s faithful people throughout the world, saying “God of Love: hear our prayer.” 
We pray for the unity of your church, that our life may reflect the love you have shown us. 
God of love: Hear our prayer. 

We ask your grace for Jane our bishop, for the clergy of this Parish, and for all who minister in word 
and in action, that we may bear faithful witness to your good news. 
God of love: Hear our prayer. 

We seek your peace and justice in our world, our country, and our community, that the needy may 
never be forgotten. 
God of love: Hear our prayer. 

We ask your blessing on our homes, our friends and family, and on those who live alone, that we 
may know your presence ever near us. 
God of love: Hear our prayer. 

We name before you all whom you have given us to pray for [especially….], knowing that you are 
doing for them better things than we can ask or imagine. 
God of love: Hear our prayer. 

We commend to you all who have died [especially….], that our trust in you may deepen as you keep 
them safe in your care. 
God of love: Hear our prayer. 

We offer our thanks and praise for all you have done for us, rejoicing in the knowledge that you are 
with us always.  
God of love: Hear our prayer. 

We look for your purposes to be accomplished, and ask you to fill us with the strength and vision to 
further your reign. 
God of love: Hear our prayer. 

Dear friends in Christ, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy.  

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

 



Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Collect  
Almighty God, 
we are taught by your word 
that all our doings without love are worth nothing. 
Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts 
that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtue; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Blessing  

Closing Hymn #271 You Are the Christ, O Lord DARWEL 

You are the Christ, O Lord, the Son of God most high! 
Forever be adored that name in earth and sky, 
in which, though mortal strength may fail,  
the saints of God at last prevail! 

Oh! Peter was most blest with blessedness unpriced, 
who, taught of God, confessed the Godhead in the Christ! 
For of your church, Lord, you made known 
this saint a true foundation stone. 

Paul was reborn, O Lord, to preach your holy word; 
he made your gospel shine throughout the whole wide world. 
His righteous teaching lights our way, 
preparing us for judgement day. 

You are the Christ, O Lord, the Son of God most high! 
Forever be adored that name in earth and sky, 
in which, though mortal strength may fail,  
the saints of God at last prevail! 

Postlude: Built on a Rock, variation 3 Curt Oliver 

If a candle was lit, it is extinguished now. 



Special thanks to Connie McLaws for helping with the music. 

This service is assembled from resources found in the Book of Alternative Services, Published by the Anglican Church 
of Canada. 
 
And from Eucharistic Prayers, Services of the Word, and Night Prayer: Supplementary to the Book of Alternative 
Services, Published by the Anglican Church of Canada and found online at https://www.anglican.ca/wp-
content/uploads/Eucharist.pdf 
 
And from ALTERNATIVE COLLECTS FOR YEARS A, B & C OF THE REVISED COMMON 
LECTIONARY AND SEASONAL PRAYERS OVER THE GIFTS AND AFTER 
COMMUNION Prepared by the Liturgy Task Force, Faith, Worship, and Ministry Committee 
Of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada and found online at https://www.anglican.ca/wp-
content/uploads/Alternative-RCL-Collects-Final-2019.pdf 
 
The Psalms are drawn from the Inclusive Language Psalter, commended for use by the Council of General Synod, 
March 2019 and found online at https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/GS2016-Liturgical-Psalter-2016-
05-04.pdf 
 
Video of the music for this worship service produced with permission of the podcast licence of OneLicense.net 
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