
Gathering Rite for the Reopening 
of Church Buildings 

 
 

Gathering 

Presider:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for 

ever. 

Presider:  I was glad when they said to me,  
People:  ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’  

Presider: Happy are they who dwell in your house, O Lord!  
People: They will always be praising you 

Presider: We have longed for this day when we would be 
able, once again, to gather together around the Table of the 
Lord. Our act of gathering is the primary liturgical symbol of 
what God intends for the whole world, gathering all people 
to a rich feast, gathering all from the ends of the earth into 
the Kingdom. Therefore, this is a moment of great joy. 
However, today is also a solemn occasion. For we know the 
risk and challenge, suffering and fear prompted by the 
current pandemic remain. Therefore, as we gather once 
again, let us also call to heart and mind those impacted most 
deeply by the COVID-19 virus, longing for that day of which 
our gathering here is a foretaste.  

Presider: As you gather us together, O Christ, may we 
remember and give voice to those most affected by the novel 
coronavirus … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Gather us in, O Christ.  
Holy God,  
holy and mighty,  
holy immortal one,  
have mercy upon us. 

Presider: As you gather us together, O Christ, may we 
remember and give voice to those supporting the common 
good, particularly those serving the most vulnerable..... 

Gather us in, O Christ.  
Holy God,  
holy and mighty,  
holy immortal one,  
have mercy upon us. 

As you gather us together, O Christ, we anticipate the great 
day when all will be gathered into your Kingdom, and we 
remember those who died during or as a result of this 
pandemic. 

Presider:  Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord,  
People:  And let light perpetual shine upon them. 
Presider:  May their souls, and the souls of all the departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
People:  Amen. 


