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The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

November 8, 2020 

Watch and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  
Matthew 24:42, 44 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (The Book of Alternative Services) 
Celebrant: The Reverend Canon Susan Oliver 
Preacher: Dr. Joshua Harris 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in appreciation of the dedication 
shown by the clergy, staff and volunteers of Christ Church during these trying times.  

From the Taylors. 
 

We are Treaty people of Treaty 6 Territory; a covenant between Nations, 
witnessed by the Creator. We commit ourselves to the sharing of this land 
and its sacred gifts together in peace by welcoming all peoples and genders 
in the spirit of Treaty and wâhkôhtowin, as all our relations. 

Due to COVID-19 protocols set in place by the provincial and municipal 
governments, and the Diocese of Edmonton, we invite you to listen to the music 
and follow along with the hymns but ask you to please refrain from singing. 

Prelude 

Opening Hymn #529 God, My Hope on You Is Founded (vs. 1, 2, 5) 
1 God my hope on you is founded; you my faith and trust renew; 
through all change and chance you guide me, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, you alone call my heart to be your own. 

2 Human pride and earthly glory, sword and crown, betray our trust; 
though with care and toil we builde them, 
tower and temple fall to dust. 
But your power, hour by hour, is my temple and my tower. 

5 Still from earth to God eternal sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ, you call one and all; those who follow shall not fall. 

The Gathering of the Community (Please stand) 
Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
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People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, 
All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Celebrant: Eternal God, who caused all holy scriptures to be written for 
our learning, grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Children’s Talk 

The Proclamation of the Word  
Reading: Joshua 24:1-3A, 14-25 
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned 
the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they 
presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, 
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors Terah 
and his sons Abraham and Nahor lived beyond the Euphrates and served 
other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and 
led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. Now 
therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; 
put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in 
Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, 
choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors 
served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve 
the Lord.” Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should 
forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who 
brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us 
along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom 
we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites 
who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our 
God.” But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he 
is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions 
or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will 
turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” 
And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua 



said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have 
chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He 
said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline 
your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, 
“The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made 
a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances 
for them at Shechem. 

Gradual Hymn: Christ Be Our Light (vs. 1-3) 
1. Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see. 

Refrain  Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

2. Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. Refrain. 

3. Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed. 
Refrain. 

Reader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  

St. Matthew (25:1-13). 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took 
no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at 
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and 
for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And 
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later 
the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’ But he 



replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

Reader: The Gospel of Christ 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gradual Hymn: Christ Be Our Light (vs. 4-5) 
4. Longing for shelter, many are homeless.  
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us you building, sheltering others, walls made of living stone. 

Refrain  Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

5. Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to 
belong. Let us be your servant to one another, signs of your 
kingdom come. Refrain. 

Sermon Dr. Joshua Harris 

The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People  

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 
mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let 
us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Celebrant: Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that 



we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Peace (Please stand) 
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

We offer the peace of Christ collectively, rather than individually.  
Please feel free to smile at your neighbour, but refrain from shaking hands. 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Offertory Hymn #435 Take My Life  

1 Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

2 Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 
take my feet, and let them be swift and purposeful for thee. 

3 Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from thee; 
take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose. 

4 Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine; 
take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne. 

5 Take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store; 
take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

Prayer over the Gifts (Please stand) 
Celebrant: Gracious God, 
All: your word to us is food indeed. Receive all we offer you 

this day, and let your loving-kindness be our comfort, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, your living Word. Amen. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. BAS, pg. 196  
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer. ……. 
By his resurrection he brings us into the light of your presence. 



Now with all creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory 
of your name. 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious God, accept our praise, through your Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ; …… All glory and honour are yours, 
Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now 
and for ever. 

People: Amen.  

Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to 
say, 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Celebrant: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All: We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one 

bread. 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The Communion 
Please follow the directions of the marshals as you prepare to receive communion. 

 

Music during Communion 
Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning Spiritual 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning the time is drawing nigh. 
Children, don’t get weary the time is drawing nigh.  
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning the time is drawing nigh. 

 



Drawn to the Light 
1 People who walk in darkness have sought a light in the heart of 
the dark of night. 
Just when we thought all would be lost, we were drawn to the light 
of God. 

Refrain Dawn is in sight! Gone is the night, drawn to the light and 
the morning. Glorious and bright, oh, what a sight to be 
drawn in the light of God. 

2 How can we tell a heaven from hell if everyone dwells in the dark 
of night? Morning dispels, gently compels, and we’re drawn to the 
light of God. Refrain 

3 Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! The Lamb is the one 
who is shining bright, bids us to come! Life has begun when we’re 
drawn in the light of God. Refrain 

Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain  This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior, all the day long; 
this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
angels descending, bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain 

Prayer after Communion (Please stand) 
Celebrant: Living God, 
All: in the eucharist you fill us with new hope. May the power 

of your love, which we have known in word and 
sacrament, continue your saving work among us, and 
bring us to the joy you promise. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Celebrant: Glory to God,  
All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 

we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Announcements  

Recessional Hymn:God Gives Us a Future  
1 God gives us a future daring us to go 
into dreams and dangers on a path unknown. 
We will face tomorrow in the Spirit’s power 
we will let God change us for new life starts now. 

Refrain God gives us a future daring us to go 
into dreams and dangers on a path unknown.  

2 We must leave behind us sins of yesterday 
for God’s new beginning is a better way. 
Fear and doubt and habit must not hold us back: 
God gives hope, and insight and the strength we lack. Refrain 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant: Go forth in the name of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude:  

Please follow directions of the marshal as you exit the church. If you have mobility 
issues, please remain seated and the marshals will guide you to another exit. 

This week we pray for: the Church in the Province of the West Indies. The 
Most Revd Howard Gregory - Primate and Bishop of Jamaica and the Cayman 
Islands. Diocese of Athabasca: the Rt. Rev. David Greenwood, Bishop. St. 
Michael and All Angels, Edmonton: Colleen Sanderson, Rector. Buyé Diocese, 
Gakana Parish: Gregoire Ntirenganya, Rector. Cold Lake First Nations. In our 
own parish we pray for the Bussiere, Campbell, and Cassie families, and the 
Property Maintenance Committee.  

Readings for Next Sunday 
Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from  
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