
 

A candle may be lit, to set apart this time of prayer. 

Prelude: Joy Shall Come 

Welcome 

Opening Hymn #114 Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending  
1 Lo, he comes with clouds descending, once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train: 
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! God appears on earth to reign. 

2 Every eye shall now behold him, robed in dreadful majesty; 
all who set at nought and sold him, pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply grieving, deeply grieving, deeply grieving, shall the true Messiah see. 

3 Now redemption, long expected, see in solemn pomp appear; 
all his saints, on earth rejected, thrill the triumph sound to hear: 
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! See the day of God appear! 

4 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory; claim the kingdom for thine own: 
O come quickly! O come quickly! O come quickly! Hallelujah! Come, Lord, come! 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you.  

Celebrant: The night is far spent, and the day is at hand:  
All: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 

Opening Prayer 
In this season of longing and anticipation, 
rejoice in the Lord always, shout out God’s name,  
for God is with us, our God is with us,  
the God of our salvation in whom alone we trust.  

In this season of longing and anticipation,  
rejoice in the Lord always, shout out God’s name,  
for God is our Shepherd.  
He draws us home by streams of living water where we shall thirst no more.  

In this season of longing and anticipation,  
rejoice in the Lord always, shout out God’s name,  
for God knows our thoughts, understands our hearts,  
and enables us to become the people we were meant to be.  

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Candlelighting Song 
Solo: In the season of longing and anticipation, God is at work in the heart of creation 

offering all new life and salvation: Rejoice, the Lord is near! 
All: Open our eyes to sights, signs, and wonder, 

Open our ears to hear your Word, 
Open our hearts to live with each other in joy, Incarnate Lord. 

Children’s Talk  



The Proclamation of the Word  
Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring 
good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion - to give them a garland 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall 
build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I 
will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their 
descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see 
them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he 
has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as 
a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up 
before all the nations. 

Stand or sit for the Gospel reading, as seems appropriate for your setting. 

Gradual Hymn #362 Tell Out, My Soul (vs. 1-3) 
1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; his holy name—the Lord, the mighty one. 

3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke (1:46b-55) 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has 
looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those 
who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered 
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and 
lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has 
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’  

The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gradual Hymn #362 Tell Out, My Soul (vs. 4) 
4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord to children’s children and forevermore! 

Sermon Dr. Stephen Martin 

The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated 



at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Christ is Coming 
God of beginnings, God of ends, make us your love 
Christ is coming, ever coming, coming again. 
Oh, may your people be your life, the light for all people, 
Christ is coming, ever coming, coming again;  
Christ is coming, ever coming, coming again. 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
Dear friends in Christ, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy.  

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Collect  
God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the coming of your Son. Remove those 
things which hinder love of you, that when he comes, he may find us waiting in awe and wonder for 
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil, 
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen, forever, Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The Blessing  
Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make the journey 
with us. So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, who made us, who 
loves us, and who travels with us be with you now and forever. And may the love of God, the Light 
of Christ, and the power and communion of that Spirit be with us all. Go in peace. Amen 

Closing Hymn #91 People, Look East! The Time Is Near 
1 People, look east! The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way. 

2 Furrows, be glad! Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there: 
give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the rose, is on the way. 



3 Birds, though you long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled; 
even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way. 

4 Stars, keep the watch: when night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way. 

5 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Postlude: People Look East  

If a candle was lit, it is extinguished now. 

This service is assembled from resources found in the Book of Alternative Services, Published by the Anglican Church of Canada. 

And from ALTERNATIVE COLLECTS FOR YEARS A, B & C OF THE REVISED COMMON 
LECTIONARY AND SEASONAL PRAYERS OVER THE GIFTS AND AFTER COMMUNION Prepared 
by the Liturgy Task Force, Faith, Worship, and Ministry Committee 

Of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada and found online at https://www.anglican.ca/wp-
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Blessing for face masks from the American International Church, London, UK and found online at https://youtu.be/-
9qjhk1wVpE 
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