
 

A candle may be lit, to set apart this time of prayer. 

Prelude: People Look East piano duet with Allison Fieldberg and Joy Berg 

Welcome 

Opening Hymn #97 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring 
1 Jesus came, the heavens adoring, came with peace from realms on high. 
Jesus came for our redemption, lowly came on earth to die: 
alleluia, alleluia! came in deep humility. 

2 Jesus comes again in mercy, when our hearts are bowed with care. 
Jesus comes again in answer to our earnest heart-felt prayer, 
alleluia, alleluia! comes to save us from despair.  

3 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, bringing news of sins forgiven. 
Jesus comes in sounds of gladness, leading souls redeemed to heaven. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Now the gate of death is riven. 

4 Jesus comes on clouds triumphant, when the heavens shall pass away. 
Jesus comes again in glory: let us then our homage pay, 
alleluia, alleluia! till the dawn of endless day. 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you.  

Celebrant: The night is far spent, and the day is at hand:  
All: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of 

light. 

Opening Prayer 
In this season of longing and anticipation,  
we remember Mary and Joseph,  
giving thanks for their faithfulness, courage, and obedience,  
stepping out into the unknown in the strength of the Spirit,  
playing their part in the fulfillment of God’s plan.  

In this season of longing and anticipation,  
we pray that their example might be the pattern of our lives,  
that when God’s gentle whisper breaks through  
the clamor of this world into our small corner,  
we might be ready to listen, and having listened, ready to act. 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Candlelighting Song 

Solo: In the season of longing and anticipation, God is at work in the heart of creation 
offering all new life and salvation: A woman answers God’s call! 

All: Open our eyes to sights, signs, and wonder, 
Open our ears to hear your Word, 
Open our hearts to live with each other in love, Incarnate Lord! 

Children’s Talk  



The Proclamation of the Word  
Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the 
ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord 
is with you.” But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since 
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a 
tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak 
a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant 
David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their 
own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the 
time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. 
Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom 
shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

Stand or sit for the Gospel reading, as seems appropriate for your setting. 

Gradual Hymn The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (vs. 1-3) 
1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came,  
with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
mostly highly favoured lady.” Gloria. 

2 “For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honour thee: 
thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold:  
most highly favoured lady.” Gloria. 

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head:  
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” 
Mostly highly favoured lady, Gloria. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke (1:26-38) 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed 
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 
of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, 



“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 
from her. 

The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gradual Hymn The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (vs. 4) 
4 Of her Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
“Most highly favoured lady.” Gloria! 

Sermon Dr. Alison Hurlburt 

The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
Dear friends in Christ, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy.  

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Collect  
Heavenly Father, who chose the Virgin Mary, full of grace, to be the mother of our Lord and Saviour, 
now fill us with your grace, that we in all things may embrace your will and with her rejoice in your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil, 
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen, forever, Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The Blessing  
Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make the journey 
with us. So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, who made us, who 



loves us, and who travels with us be with you now and forever. And may the love of God, the Light 
of Christ, and the power and communion of that Spirit be with us all. Go in peace. Amen 

Closing Hymn #132 Of Eternal Love Begotten 
1 Of eternal love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 
of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore.  

2 At his Word the worlds were framed. He commanded, it was done: 
heaven and earth and depths of ocean in their threefold order one; 
all that grows beneath the shining of the moon and burning sun, 
evermore and evermore. 

3 O that birth for ever blessed, when the virgin, full of grace, 
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bare the Saviour of our race, 
and the babe, the world’s redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 

4 This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord, 
whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word; 
now he shines, the long-expected; let creation praise its Lord, 
evermore and evermore. 

5 O ye heights of heaven, adore him; angel hosts, his praises sing; 
all dominions, bow before him, and extol our God and king; 
let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice in concert ring, 
evermore and evermore. 

6 Christ, to thee, with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, and unwearied praises be, 
honour, glory, and dominion and eternal victory, 
evermore and evermore. 

Postlude 

If a candle was lit, it is extinguished now. 

This service is assembled from resources found in the Book of Alternative Services, Published by the Anglican Church of Canada. 

And from ALTERNATIVE COLLECTS FOR YEARS A, B & C OF THE REVISED COMMON 
LECTIONARY AND SEASONAL PRAYERS OVER THE GIFTS AND AFTER COMMUNION Prepared 
by the Liturgy Task Force, Faith, Worship, and Ministry Committee 

Of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada and found online at https://www.anglican.ca/wp-
content/uploads/Alternative-RCL-Collects-Final-2019.pdf 

Blessing for face masks from the American International Church, London, UK and found online at https://youtu.be/-
9qjhk1wVpE 
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