
 

A candle may be lit, to set apart this time of prayer. 

Prelude: Saviour of the Nations, Come 

Welcome 

Opening Hymn #88 Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus  
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

2 Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

3 Born thy people to deliver; born a child and yet a King; 
born to reign in us forever: now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4 By thine own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.  

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you.  

Celebrant: The night is far spent, and the day is at hand:  
All: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of 

light. 

Opening Prayer 
In this season of longing and anticipation,  
as streets fill with shoppers, bright lights, and tempting offers . . . ,  
you lead us, Lord, along a different path  
to a desert river and a prophetic voice—  

a call to repentance, a call to service,  
a call to immerse ourselves in living water that will never run dry,  
a call to prepare a way in our own lives for the Savior of the world to enter in,  

to know the touch of tender mercy and rest in your forgiving love. 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Candlelighting Song 

Solo: In the season of longing and anticipation, God is at work in the heart of creation 
offering all new life and salvation: A voice cries out, “Prepare!” 

All: Open our eyes to sights, signs, and wonder, 
Open our ears to hear your Word, 
Open our hearts to live with each other in peace, Incarnate Lord. 

Children’s Talk  

The Proclamation of the Word  
Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she 
has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all 
her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be 



revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, 
“Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the 
field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people 
are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up 
to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the 
Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense 
before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them 
in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15A 
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, 
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements 
will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. Since all 
these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of 
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 
heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with 
his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, 
beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or 
blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

Stand or sit for the Gospel reading, as seems appropriate for your setting. 

Gradual Hymn #107 Prepare the Way 
Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord,  
and all people will see the salvation of our God.  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark (1:1-8) 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” John the baptizer 
appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s 
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong 
of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gradual Hymn #107 Prepare the Way 
Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord,  
and all people will see the salvation of our God.  

Sermon Rev. Canon Susan Oliver 

Hymn #103 On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry (vs. 1,2) 
1 On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings. 

2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin; make straight the way for God within. 
Prepare we in our hearts a home, where such a mighty guest may come. 



The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Hymn #103 On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry (vs. 3) 
3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, our refuge, and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, like flowers that wither and decay. 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
Dear friends in Christ, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy.  

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn #103 On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry (vs. 4) 
4 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore earth’s own true loveliness once more. 

Collect  
Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to prepare your people to welcome the 
Messiah, inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your truth, to turn our disobedient hearts to you, 
that when the Christ shall come again to be our judge, we may stand with confidence before his glory; 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil, 
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen, forever, Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Hymn #103 On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry (vs. 5) 
5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee whose advent doth thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

 
 
 



The Blessing  
Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make the journey 
with us. So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, who made us, who 
loves us, and who travels with us be with you now and forever. And may the love of God, the Light 
of Christ, and the power and communion of that Spirit be with us all. Go in peace. Amen 

Closing Hymn #106 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness  
1 There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod: 
prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low; 
make straight all the crooked places, where the Lord our God may go! 

2 O Zion, give voice to good tidings, ascend to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people the coming of their King. 
The works of pride all perish, like flowers they shall decay; 
the power and pomp of nations shall pass like a dream away. 

3 But your word, O God, is faithful, your arm, O Lord, is strong; 
you stand in the midst of nations, and you will right the wrong. 
You will feed your flock like a shepherd, and fold the lambs to your breast; 
in pastures of peace you’ll lead them, and give to the weary rest. 

4 There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod: 
prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low; 
make straight all the crooked places, where the Lord our God may go! 

Postlude: Saviour of the Nations, Come 

If a candle was lit, it is extinguished now. 

This service is assembled from resources found in the Book of Alternative Services, Published by the Anglican Church of Canada. 

And from ALTERNATIVE COLLECTS FOR YEARS A, B & C OF THE REVISED COMMON 
LECTIONARY AND SEASONAL PRAYERS OVER THE GIFTS AND AFTER COMMUNION Prepared 
by the Liturgy Task Force, Faith, Worship, and Ministry Committee 

Of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada and found online at https://www.anglican.ca/wp-
content/uploads/Alternative-RCL-Collects-Final-2019.pdf 

Blessing for face masks from the American International Church, London, UK and found online at https://youtu.be/-
9qjhk1wVpE 
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