
 

A candle may be lit, to set apart this time of prayer. 

Welcome 

Opening Hymn #468 To Abraham and Sarah 
1 To Abraham and Sarah the call of God was clear: 
“Go forth and I will show you a country rich and fair. 
You need not fear the journey, for I have pledged my word 
that you shall be my people and I will be your God.” (will be your God.) 

2 From Abraham and Sarah arose a pilgrim race, 
dependent for their journey on God’s abundant grace; 
and in their heart was written by God this saving word, 
“That you shall be my people and I will be your God.” (will be your God.) 

3 We of this generation on whom God’s hand is laid 
can journey to the future secure and unafraid, 
rejoicing in God’s goodness and trusting in this word, 
“That you shall be my people and I will be your God.” (will be your God.) 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you.  

Celebrant: Cast your burden upon the Lord,  
All: And he will sustain you.  

Celebrant: Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
All: And renew a right spirit within me.  

Celebrant: Cast me not away from your presence 
All: And take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

Celebrant: Give me the joy of your saving help again.  
All: And sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

Celebrant: Blessed be the Lord day by day,  
All: The God of our salvation, who bears our burdens.  

Kyrie: Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison. 

Children’s Talk  

The Proclamation of the Word  
Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and 
will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, 
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your 
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude 
of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout 
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. As 
for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and 
moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of 
peoples shall come from her.” 



Stand or sit for the Gospel reading, as seems appropriate for your setting. 

Gradual Hymn: Lord Jesus, You Shall be My Song (vs. 1-2) 
1 Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 
I’ll tell everybody about you wherever I go. 
You alone are our life and our peace and our love. 
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 

2 Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey. 
May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you. 
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song. 
Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark (8:31-38). 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said 
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 
of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Gradual Hymn: Lord Jesus, You Shall be My Song (vs. 3-4) 
3 As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant. 
To carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears. 
For you saved me by giving your body and blood. 
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant. 

4 I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey; 
but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side. 
And with all of the family you saved by your love, 
we’ll sing to your dawn at the end of your journey. 

Sermon The Reverend Canon Susan Oliver 

The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
Prayer Response: Remember Your Love 

Remember your love and your faithfulness, O Lord. 
Remember your people, and have mercy on us, Lord 

Dear friends in Christ, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy. 



All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Collect  
Almighty God, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered death upon the cross, give us 
faith to perceive his glory, that being strengthened by his grace we may be changed into his likeness, 
from glory to glory; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil, 
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen, forever, Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

May the Peace 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you wherever God may send you. 
May God guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. 
May God bring you home rejoicing at the wonders God has shown you. 
May the peace of Christ be with you wher’ere God leads you on. 

The Blessing 

Closing Hymn #602 Lift High the Cross 
Refrain  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore His sacred name. 

1 Come, Christian people, sing your praises, shout! 
If we are silent, even stones cry out. Refrain 

2 Jesus, you wept to see our human strife: 
teach us compassion for each human life. Refrain  

3 Peace was your plea, and peace your loving theme: 
let peace be our passport, peace a living dream. Refrain 

4 Great is the cost of walking on this road, 
to follow and suffer with the Son of God. Refrain 

5 Worlds to be born and children yet to be, 
come, take up this song into eternity. Refrain 

Postlude 

If a candle was lit, it is extinguished now. 
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