
 

A candle may be lit, to set apart this time of prayer. 

Prelude  

Welcome 

Opening Hymn #565 Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah 
1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more,  
feed me till I want no more. 

2 Open now the crystal fountain whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield,  
be thou still my strength and shield. 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
songs of praises, songs of praises, I will ever give to thee, I will ever give to thee. 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you.  

Celebrant: Cast your burden upon the Lord,  
All: And he will sustain you.  

Celebrant: Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
All: And renew a right spirit within me.  

Celebrant: Cast me not away from your presence 
All: And take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

Celebrant: Give me the joy of your saving help again.  
All: And sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

Celebrant: Blessed be the Lord day by day,  
All: The God of our salvation, who bears our burdens.  

Kyrie: Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison. 

Children’s Talk  

Solo: Open My Heart 

The Proclamation of the Word  
Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the 
people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have 
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we 
detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit 
the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by 
speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So 
Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on 
a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and 



put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of 
bronze and live. 

Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this 
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 
disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of 
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ - by grace you have been saved - and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show 
the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God - not the result of works, so 
that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

Stand or sit for the Gospel reading, as seems appropriate for your setting. 

Gradual Hymn: 10 Thousand Reasons (vs. 1,2) 
Refrain Bless the Lord, O my soul, o my soul; worship his holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship your holy name. 

1 The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning 
It’s time to sing your song again. 
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me; 
let me be singing when the evening comes. Refrain 

2 You’re rich in love, and you’re slow to anger. 
Your name is great, and your heart is kind. 
For all your goodness I will keep on singing 
ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. Refrain 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John (3:14-21). 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did 
not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is 
the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light 
because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that 
their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gradual Hymn: 10 Thousand Reasons (vs. 1,2) 
Refrain Bless the Lord, O my soul, o my soul; worship his holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship your holy name. 

3 And on that day when my strength is failing,  
the end draws near, and my time has come 
still, my soul will sing your praise unending 
ten thousand years and then forevermore! Refrain 



Sermon Melissa Ritz 

The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
Prayer Response: Remember Your Love 

Remember your love and your faithfulness, O Lord. 
Remember your people, and have mercy on us, Lord 

Dear friends in Christ, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy.  

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Collect  
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came from heaven to be the true bread which gives 
life to the world, evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil, 
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen, forever, Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

May the Peace 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you wherever God may send you. 
May God guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. 
May God bring you home rejoicing at the wonders God has shown you. 
May the peace of Christ be with you wher’ere God leads you on. 

The Blessing 

 
 
 



Closing Hymn #386 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (vs 1, 2, 4) 

1 When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ, my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Postlude 

If a candle was lit, it is extinguished now. 
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