
 

A candle may be lit, to set apart this time of prayer. 

Prelude  

Welcome 

Opening Hymn #59 Jesus Calls Us Here to Meet Him (vs. 1-3) 
1 Jesus calls us here to meet him, as through word and song and prayer 
we affirm God’s promised presence where his people live and care. 
Praise the God who keeps his promise; praise the son who calls us friends; 
praise the Spirit who, among us, to our hopes and fears attends. 

2 Jesus calls us to confess him Word of life and Lord of all, 
sharer of our flesh and frailness, saving all who fail or fall. 
Tell his holy human story; tell his tales that all may hear; 
tell the world that Christ in glory came to earth to meet us here. 

3 Jesus calls us to each other: found in him are no divides. 
Race and class and sex and language—such are barriers he derides. 
Join the hand of friend and stranger; join the hands of age and youth; 
join the faithful and the doubter in their common search for truth.  

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you.  

Celebrant: Cast your burden upon the Lord,  
All: And he will sustain you.  

Celebrant: Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
All: And renew a right spirit within me.  

Celebrant: Cast me not away from your presence 
All: And take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

Celebrant: Give me the joy of your saving help again.  
All: And sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

Celebrant: Blessed be the Lord day by day,  
All: The God of our salvation, who bears our burdens.  

Kyrie: Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison. 

Children’s Talk  

The Proclamation of the Word  
Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each 
other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 



Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10 
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to 
him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest 
forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was 
heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what 
he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 
him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

Stand or sit for the Gospel reading, as seems appropriate for your setting. 

Gradual Hymn #456 He Comes to Us As One Unknown (vs. 1,4) 
1 He comes to us as one unknown, a breath unseen, unheard; 
as though within a heart of stone, or shriveled seed in darkness sown, a pulse of being stirred. 

4 He comes in love as once he came by flesh and blood and birth; 
to bear within our mortal frame a life, a death, a saving name for every child of earth. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John (12:20-33). 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, 
and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. Now 
my soul is troubled. And what should I say - ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason 
that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. 
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not 
for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, 
when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind 
of death he was to die. 

The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gradual Hymn #456 He Comes to Us As One Unknown (vs. 5) 
5 He comes in truth when faith is grown; believed, obeyed, adored: 
the Christ in all the Scriptures shown, as yet unseen, but not unknown, our Saviour and our Lord. 

Sermon The Reverend Canon Susan Oliver 

The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 
 



Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
Prayer Response: Remember Your Love 

Remember your love and your faithfulness, O Lord. 
Remember your people, and have mercy on us, Lord 

Dear friends in Christ, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy.  

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Collect  
Most merciful God, by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you created humanity 
anew. May the power of his victorious cross transform those who turn in faith to him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil, 
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen, forever, Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Solo: When a Grain of Wheat Kagawa 
When a grain of wheat into the ground has fallen 
Into the cold ground, and lies in waiting for the spring, 
This fallen grain will rise to life. 

May the Peace 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you wherever God may send you. 
May God guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. 
May God bring you home rejoicing at the wonders God has shown you. 
May the peace of Christ be with you wher’ere God leads you on. 

The Blessing 

Closing Hymn #237 Now the Green Blade Rises (vs. 1, 4) 
1 Now the green blade rises, from the buried grain, wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been; love is come again like wheat arising green. 

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, your touch can call us back to life again, 
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; love is come again like wheat arising green. 

Postlude 

If a candle was lit, it is extinguished now. 
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