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Maundy Thursday 

April 1, 2021 

Prelude 

This is the day 
that Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the hands of those who 
would slay him.  

This is the day 
that Christ gathered with his disciples in the upper room.  

This is the day 
that Christ took a towel and washed the disciples’ feet. Giving us an 
example that we should do to others as he has done to us.  

This is the day 
that Christ our God gave us this holy feast, that we who eat this bread 
and drink this cup may here proclaim his Holy Sacrifice and be 
partakers of his resurrection, and at the last day may reign with him in 
heaven.  

Collect: O God, your Son Jesus Christ has left to us this meal of bread and 
wine in which we share his body and blood. May we who celebrate this sign 
of his great love show in our lives the fruits of his redemption; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.  

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Gradual Hymn: Ubi caritas, et amor; ubi caritas, deus ibi est 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35  
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come 
to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into 
the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that 
he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took 
off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You 
will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no 
share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also 
my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, 
though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason 
he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had washed their feet, had put 
on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know 
what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 
for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, 
that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants 
are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one 
who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 
If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will 
look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

Gradual Hymn: Ubi caritas, et amor; ubi caritas, deus ibi est 

Homily Dr. Alison Hurlburt 

Solo: The Basin and the Towel 

The Prayers  

Solo: Psalm 22 



The Stripping of the Altar 

Matthew 26:30-46 
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then 
Jesus said to them, ‘You will all become deserters because of me this night; 
for it is written, “I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.” But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.’ Peter 
said to him, ‘Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert 
you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, 
you will deny me three times.’ Peter said to him, ‘Even though I must die 
with you, I will not deny you.’ And so said all the disciples. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 
disciples, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’ He took with him Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he 
said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake 
with me.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and 
prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I 
want but what you want.’ Then he came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, could you not stay awake with me one 
hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ Again he went away for the 
second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your 
will be done.’ Again, he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were 
heavy. So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, 
saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are 
you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son 
of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my 
betrayer is at hand.’ 

Closing Hymn: Stay with Me, remain here with me, watch and pray 

The stripping of the altar symbolizes the abandonment Jesus experienced in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and the despair of the disciples at his arrest.  


