A candle may be lit, to set apart this time of prayer.
The flowers on the altar are given in loving memory of Bonny Hodgson from her Christ Church family.
Prelude
Opening Hymn #1 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea;
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty,
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.
3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though our sinful human gaze thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in power, in love, and purity.
4 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea;
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity.
Opening Prayer
We stand in the presence of God, Sovereign of the
Universe, Lord of Hosts!
The whole earth is full of God’s glory!
God’s voice peals like thunder over the waters,
the deserts, the forests!
The whole earth is full of God’s glory!
Do you hear the angels’ loud praise and feel
the shaking of the very foundations of this place?
God’s presence surrounds us, fills this very place!
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts!
Children’s Talk

The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of
his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they
covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to
another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” The pivots
on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And I
said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips;

yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a
live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with
it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.”
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said,
“Here am I; send me!”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 29
Refrain Angels on high and peoples on earth
sing glory to God, praise God’s splendor and might.
1 Render all glory to the name of God;
give honour within the temple. Refrain
2 Over the waters, hear the voice of God
resounding with thundering power. Refrain
3 And to the people God will give strength,
and blessings of grace and peace. Refrain
Second Reading: Romans 8:12-17
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh - for if you
live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you
will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba!
Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children,
then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ - if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also
be glorified with him.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn: By Night We Hasten in Darkness
By night we hasten in darkness
to search for living water
Only our thirst leads us onward.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (3:1-17).
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these
signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do
not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? Very truly, I
tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our
testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell

you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal
life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.”
Gradual Hymn: By Night We Hasten in Darkness
Sermon

The Reverend Canon Susan Oliver

Solo: You Must Be Born Again
The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Intercessions and Thanksgivings

Dear friends in Christ, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain
forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy.
All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect

Father, we praise you:
through your Word and Holy Spirit you created all things.
You reveal your salvation in all the world
by sending to us Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Through your Holy Spirit
you give us a share in your life and love.
Fill us with the vision of your glory,
that we may always serve and praise you,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Closing Hymn: Praise with Joy the World’s Creator
1 Praise with joy the world’s Creator, God of justice, love, and peace,
source and end of human knowledge, God whose grace shall never cease.
Celebrate the Maker’s glory, power to rescue and release.
2 Praise to Christ who feeds the hungry, frees the captive, finds the lost,
heals the sick, upsets religion, fearless both of fate and cost.
Celebrate Christ’s constant presence, friends and stranger, guest and host.
3 Praise the Spirit sent among us, liberating truth from pride,
forging bonds where race or gender, age or nation dare divide.
Celebrate the Spirit’s treasure; foolishness none dare deride.
4 Praise the Maker, Christ, and Spirit, one God in community,
calling Christians to embody oneness and diversity.
This the world shall see reflected: God is One and One in Three.
Postlude
If a candle was lit, it is extinguished now.
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