
 
 
A candle may be lit, to set apart this time of prayer. 

Prelude 

Opening Hymn#418 Draw the Circle Wide 
Refrain: Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still. 

Let this be our song, no one stands alone,  
standing side by side, draw the circle wide. 

1 God the still-point of the circle, ‘round whom all creation turns; 
nothing lost, but held forever, in God’s gracious arms. Refrain 

2 Let our hearts touch far horizons, so encompass great and small; 
let our loving know no borders, faithful to God’s call. Refrain 

3 Let the dreams we dream be larger, than we’ve ever dreamed before; 
let the dream of Christ be in us, open very door! Refrain 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He gave us new life and hope by raising Jesus from the dead. 
Rejoice, then, even in your distress. 
We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears. 
God has claimed us as his own. 
He called us from our darkness into the light of his day. 

Christ our Passover 
1 Corinthians 5:7–8; Romans 6:9–11; 1 Corinthians 15:20–22 

Alleluia!  
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; 
therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
Alleluia! 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Alleluia! 
Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by a human came death, 
by a human has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
 



For as in Adam all die, 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  
Alleluia! 

Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed: O come, let us worship.  

Children’s Talk  

The Proclamation of the Word 
God welcomes all, strangers and friends, God’s love is strong and it never ends.  

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 
out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 
“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as 
we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to 
stay for several days. 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends, God’s love is strong and it never ends.  

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey 
his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is 
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not 
with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 
Spirit is the truth. 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends, God’s love is strong and it never ends.  

The Gospel: John 15:9-17 
Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide 
in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am 
giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends, God’s love is strong and it never ends.  
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Hymn #504 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (vs. 1, 2, 4, 5) 
Refrain Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 

show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet, 
master who acts as a slave to them. Refrain 

2 Neighbours are rich and poor, varied in colour and race, 
neighbors are near and far away. Refrain 

4 Loving puts us on our knees, serving as though we are slaves;  
this is the way we should live with you. Refrain 

5 Kneel at the feet of our friends, silently washing their feet, 
this is the way we should live with you. Refrain 

The Apostle’s Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings  
O God, your Son remained with his disciples after his resurrection, teaching them to love all people 
as neighbors. As his disciples in this age, we offer our prayers on behalf of the universe in which we 
are privileged to live and our neighbors with whom we share it. 

During this Easter season, we remember the disciples who huddled in fear in the upper room. As we 
return to strict lockdown measures in our own city be with those who are afraid, those who are isolated 
and those who are alone. Inspire us to connect with our neighbours, reach out and not lose hope.  

Today we pray for those who are sick with COVID and those who continue to recover. We pray for 
those who work in hospitals, long term care facilities, and in the public sphere. We give thanks for 
vaccines and pray for their swift and efficacious and just distribution. Give wisdom and courage to 
those in leadership and help us all to be steadfast in our commitment to love of neighbour.  

In our Christ Church community we pray for those who are sick and those who have asked for our 
prayers. We pray for the leadership in our church and give thanks for the host of volunteers who 
continue to reach out to parishioners, prepare food for those in need, tend the garden, maintain the 
building and manage the administrative duties.  

Open our hearts to your power moving around us and between us and within us, until your glory is 
revealed in our love of both friend and enemy, in communities transformed by justice and compassion, 
and in the healing of all that is broken. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Collect  
Merciful God, 
you have prepared for those who love you 
riches beyond imagination. 
Pour into our hearts such love toward you, 
that we, loving you above all things, 
may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 532 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 

2 Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness, take it to the Lord in prayer! 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
Christ the Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do our friends despise, forsake us? Are we tempted to despair? 
Jesus’ strength will shield our weakness, and we’ll find new courage there. 

Postlude 

If a candle was lit, it is extinguished now. 
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