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Welcome to Summer!

Dear friends in Christ,

While Rev. Sue takes a well-earned vacation and we
continue to feel our way forward through yet another
time of transition, we'd like to share some stories
with you from our church family. 

Even now, food is being shared, music played, and
relationships nourished. We hope this newsletter
finds you safe and well. With much love,

Your Christ Church staff.
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Finding Fellowship in our
Pandemic Pod
by Janice Hurlburt

Over the last year, several of us have met weekly as
a “pod” on Zoom. 

Under Rev. Maureen’s warm guidance, we feel we
have gotten to know each other much better than we
would otherwise.

Spending time together in a space that was
unhurried gave us a chance to learn what remarkable
stories each person had from their past. We heard
about childhood recollections during WWII, one as a
lonely goatherder at the age of seven in the Austrian
Alps, and another sheltering for safety in the English
countryside. And about a father who wrote delightful
stories and songs for his children which inspired a
lifelong love of doing the same. Closer to home, we
heard about attending one-room schoolhouses in
rural Alberta. 

"Spending t ime
together in a

space that was
unhurr ied gave
us a chance to

learn what
remarkable

stor ies each
person had from

their  past ."

 

Some members showed pieces of their handiwork from cross stitch, embroidery and
hardanger, to hand quilting. Some shared short slideshows of their adventures,
including hiking the Chilcoot Trail from Skagway, Alaska to Lake Bennett, and visiting
the Christ Church Cathedral in New Zealand before it was destroyed by an earthquake.
And birds … birds were a frequent topic of conversation, with lots of photos shared and
a short slideshow given about the Peregrine Falcons nesting in the city. On Oiler game
nights, we had ongoing updates on the score.

One member became an Associate with the Sisters of Saint John the Divine and it was
wonderful to show our support and pass on our congratulations on this important
milestone. We checked in about the same person’s recovery from a fall on the ice while
bike-commuting to work in the winter. Some members were taking on-line classes and
shared what they were learning. (Continued next page...)
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Finding Fellowship... (continued)

One fun moment was when two of us were sharing
memories of the Christ Church children’s choir from over
25 years ago, and started singing one of the old songs at
the same time, starting on the same note! 

Of course, we also talked about how we were dealing with
having to stay isolated. And dealt with the inevitable
technical difficulties of meeting on Zoom. Everyone felt
comfortable and welcome. We were always happy to see
each other. 

Maureen was welcoming and kept us together and always
sent us off with a prayer or reflection. She’s just amazing! 

--Janice Hurlburt

"Maureen was
welcoming and

kept us together
and always sent

us of f  wi th a
prayer or

ref lect ion.  She’s
just  amazing!"  

 



The Christ  Church Connexion Page 04

Refugee Sponsorship Update
by Anne Smith

In January 2020, Vestry agreed to support the
refugee sponsorship application for Aazam
Hawameda and his family. Aazam, his wife Wafa and
their children Malak, Nariman, and Shan and
Mohamed currently live in Taalbaiya, Lebanon. They
and Malak fled Syria in 2012. Their other children
were born in Lebanon. Due to restrictions on
sponsorship spaces, the Diocese could not accept
our application until January of 2021. 

I am pleased to say that the Diocese submitted our
application to Ottawa in February 2021. Thanks to
Gail Millard for moving the Sponsorship forward.  We
do not yet know whether Ottawa will approve the
application. If the application is approved it will take
18 to 24 months to process.

 

"What is i t  l ike
to te l l  the story
of leaving your
country in the
midst of  a c iv i l

war?"

 

Christ Church became aware of Azzam’s situation through Bayt al’Amaal (House of Hope),
a volunteer group in Edmonton. This group sponsored Sami Al Haider, Amal Hawamdeh
and their four children in December, 2015. Amal is Azzam’s sister. In September 2019, Bayt
al’Amaal sponsored Sami’s brother Fadi, his wife Fatmeh Ibrahim and their daughter Jana.
In 2020, the group reached out through their community connections to find an
organization/group who could sponsor Azzam. Christ Church was able to offer the support
for Azzam they were looking for.

I found the completion of the refugee sponsorship application process complex. I took the
lead in writing the application but without the help and expertise of Bayt al’Amaal (House of
Hope) I do not think I could have completed the process. This volunteer group gave me
three vital connections. The first was Huda Mohamed who spoke with Azzam on several
occasions to collect the information I needed and to ensure it was captured correctly on all
documents. The second was Jenny Klimek, a lawyer with a mind for detail and skill in
asking questions that draw out the details of a story. The third was a recognized translation
service for legal documents. (Continued next page...)
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Refugee Sponsorship... (Cont)

I try to imagine this experience from Azzam and Wafa’s perspective. What is it like to
tell the story of leaving your country in the midst of a civil war? A voice on the phone
asks why you felt in danger, how you traveled, who you were with, how many times you
stopped, who helped you, what happened to you and your family before you chose to
leave. Explain your education, your work history, your military service, your political
affiliations. Who are your parents, their parents, your brothers and sisters and your
children? The voice is nearly ten thousand kilometres from you. They translate your
story and transfer it on government forms. They translate it back to you for accuracy. In
Azzam’s case, you tell how your mother’s home was destroyed and your sister was
killed in a bombing. Your family moved from place to place to escape violence. How
family members are now scattered across the world. You tell of your family’s journey,
your decision not to accept a government order to military service, your past and
present risks and your hopes for the future.  

I pray that within the next two years we will meet Azzam and his family, welcome them
as a parish,  and support them to become active members of the Edmonton community.  
-- Anne Smith.

Five years ago, Christ Church began the sponsorship process for a Syrian refugee named Areej
and her family. As of Spring 2021, Areej and her family are still awaiting a safe opportunity to
come to Canada. We remain in touch with Areej and continue to pray for her family's safety. At
this time we do not have a sense of when the time will come for her to come to Canada.
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Sing a New Song: Canterbury Music Ministry with Joy

With the enthusiastic support of Christ Church, our Music Director Dr. Joy Berg has
started a new music ministry at the Canterbury Foundation. Canterbury includes three
living areas for seniors who need different levels of care and support. Christ Church
has been a part of Canterbury since it was founded in the 1970s, and members of our
church still sit on its board. We caught up with Joy about the connection she shares
with Canterbury residents through the gift of song.

How did you get connected to Canterbury?
I got connected through Sue and the church. We were discussing what the church could do in the
community and how I might be involved, so we came up with a creative thought and presented it
to Canterbury. I am just delighted that Christ Church is open to being creative in this way…
thinking how to bring the church--including the employees of the church--out into different places.

Why is a music ministry important to the people who live there?
Well, I am finding everyone agrees on one thing: “Oh, they will love music” I think it is partly the
era that they’ve come from (though people now also use music as a way to relax) as a way to
ponder the past, and feel more secure, I think, in where they are now.
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Sing a New Song (Cont)

...But I am finding that with this group of people,
there are certain styles and pockets of music that I
come back to a lot: the ‘30s and ‘40s Big Band and
Society Music of that time and the basic hymns that
we all love or have heard of. So those are the two
areas I’m doing a lot of. I thought I’d add classical,
but that doesn’t seem to be this group of peoples’
thing.

The dementia ward is exactly the same in terms of
the choice of music as the other places. That says
something about how music has been part of their life
in the past… whether they are mentally in the past or
progressing ahead.

People will sing along. There’s one lady in the
dementia ward who knows the text of every song. I
will play one bar, four beats, and she just flies ahead
with all the text. I’m amazed at how much text she
has in her head. 

 

A Canterbury
Playl ist  f rom Joy:

 
Long Way to

Tipperary
Bye Bye Blackbird

Holy Holy Holy
Wonderful  Words of

LI fe
How Great Thou Art

Amazing Grace
Goodnight I rene

Blessed Assurance
Edelweiss

 
 

 
I do chapel in the morning (less often because of Covid separation). It’s a full chapel of
people, and they stick to the lectionary that we do on Sundays, so I often refer back to the
music that we might have done, but adjust it because I know some of the newer hymns may
not have great value for where they are in life. We do three hymns every morning… people
are not supposed to sing, but they hum along. They express their thanks to me after a lot,
so it’s definitely part of their chapel experience to have these hymns. Before I came they
were using recorded music through a phone, and they are appreciating having live music
there.

Why is it important to have a ministry for seniors?
I think especially the people in the homes, it’s a place they have had to go to, it’s not their
choice of a home, so to be able to offer things from their past, things that make them
realize that they are still a valid and important part of life in our society, that they are
important in the church’s eyes, in my eyes, in God’s eyes, and to give them then music to
be enriching in their lives is a way to show that they are important and they are loved.
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Sing a New Song (Cont)

...Sometimes they feel that they are not valuable when they are in a place that’s not their
chosen home and they can’t offer things. I get a lot back from them--they become an
audience, so they are involved in that way to. Personally, they will often thank me and I get
kudos back. But I also get the gift of their spirits, and I come home with a story or two
every week to tell my family about these wonderful people. It’s a wonderful community I’m
getting to know, and community means the gift of people offering themselves. And so I get
that gift from them, just of their own spirit. 

There are some very faith-filled people, too. One lady will often bring her devotion book to
Chapel, and want to share a poem or a a reading that she has read lately. And that’s
another offering from their faith and where they are on their faith journey

Is there anything you’d really like the congregation to know?
I have been doing two Chapel services on Thursday mornings and then three concerts in
the afternoon between 12:30 and 3:30 on three different wards. It’s a good chunk of time
that the church is giving to Canterbury and there’s a solid audience in all three places: the
Dementia Ward, the Manor (independent living) and the Court (assisted living). 

They’ve been very warm and welcoming. I sign in as a Christ Church Contractor each time
and spend that time with them, stop and visit as much as I can with the distancing rules.
I’m starting to get to know some names and personalities. They range from gentle, lovely
people to witty, humorous, and “I don’t know you very well yet but I think I’m falling in love
with you”! I have to think about the clothes I’m wearing each day because they will
comment, so I try to make it as vibrant an outfit as I can. It’s not all sacred music, but I see
it as a ministry. I have a little portable mic and little tiny amplifier and sing along to some
of the songs, and just play some of the others.

I would like to thank Christ Church for being part of this kind of ministry. It’s unusual--
people are always surprised to hear that I am supported by the church going there. Usually
we would invite people into our space. But in this case we are meeting people in their
home, where they are. It means we don’t see it as much, but it’s still so valuable.
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Finding God's Kingdom in Cookies: The Kingdom Snack Program

If there's one thing Jesus has in common with Rev. Sue, it's that they both love to
share food! We have been blessed this year to be able to share nutritious snacks with
the children of St. Elizabeth Seton Elementary & Jr. High School. This school in
Edmonton's north-east has a high proportion of students who are at risk for coming to
school hungry. A snack helps fill their bellies, fuel their learning, and show them that
they are loved and cared for by their community.

Each week, the inimitable Ron Norton and a pack of friendly volunteers baked,
chopped, and packed snacks with full Covid safety compliance. Ron's faithfulness week
after week has been amazing to witness. Now that the program has wrapped up, we will
miss his cheerful presence in the Christ Church kitchen.

Along with Ron and all the volunteers, big thanks are due to Brio Bakery, who donated
several hundred incredible cookies to the program! Brio is a local small business
located in the Oliver Exchange Building. Please show them our support. Thank you,
Brio!
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Gratitude for our Glorious Garden

During this long stretch where we have been unable to meet in person, our garden has
been an invaluable place for people to meet, rest, and reflect. The garden has been an
incredible gift not only to our congregation, but to the neighbourhood. You may not
realize it, but in warm weather the garden is in use all day every day! At any given time
there are people walking dogs, playing with babies, gathering around the fountain with
friends, or simply reading a book in peace and quiet. Church staff get constant
expressions of gratitude from people who enjoy our garden... and the occasional piece
of garden-inspired poetry!

Many thanks to Margie King, Kathy Besuyen, Marjorie Anderson, Willie King, Martha
Watson and all other volunteers, as well as our summer garden staff Thomas Dickson!
You make more of an impact than you can ever know. 



We will also have an opportunity for Christian Education
in the garden this summer. Joy Berg will be leading
Psalms in the Garden: Questions and Convictions –
Our Garden in the House of Faith. This will be study
of our faith through the lens of the several of the
Psalms. Our emotions, our humanness and yet our
‘child-of-God-ness’, God’s perfect love for people and
for creation, will be part of this study. Through reading,
listening, discussing, singing, we will discover riches in
this amazing book of the Bible! Bring your bible, your
blanket or extra sweater, your chair, your hot coffee –
and come join us in this discovery!   Due to COVID-19
restrictions, please keep 2m distance from fellow
attendees.

Talks will be every Wednesday at 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
from June 30 to August 4, 2021.
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July 7  Nathan Berg (Grammy award winning
Baritone Bass Operatic Performer)
July 14 ESO Winds
July 21 ESO Strings: ‘High Level Trio’
July 28 ESO Brass Quartet
August 4 Ann Salmon (flute)
August 11 Jessica Heine and Sam Heine (folk singer
with guitar)
August 18 Windrose Trio
August 25 Martin Kerr (folk singer)

Bring your lawn chairs or a blanket to spread out on the
lawn and join us for a free Garden Concert on the
grounds of Christ Church. Due to COVID-19, please
keep 2m distance from other attendees. The concerts
begin at 7 p.m. and conclude at 7:45 p.m. The list of
performances is as follows:

Summer in the Garden


