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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

October 31, 2021 

If you love me, you will keep my word, and my Father will love you,  
and we will come to you.  John 14:23 

 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (The Book of Alternative Services) 

Celebrant and Preacher: The Reverend Canon Susan Oliver 
Reader: Alexis Taylor 
 

The flowers on the altar are offered in thanksgiving for the dedication  
of our wardens and vestry members. 

 
 

We are Treaty people of Treaty 6 Territory; a covenant between Nations, 
witnessed by the Creator. We commit ourselves to the sharing of this land and its 
sacred gifts together in peace by welcoming all peoples and genders in the spirit 
of Treaty and wâhkôhtowin, as all our relations. 

Prelude  

Opening Hymn: #486  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 

 
Come, almighty to deliver; let us all thy grace receive; 

suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
 

Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee, 

changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
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 The Gathering of the Community (Please stand) 
Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, 
All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, whose chosen servant Abraham obeyed your call, 
rejoicing in your promise that in him the family of the earth is blessed, 
give us faith like his, that in us your promises may be fulfilled; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Children’s Talk 

The Proclamation of the Word  
 
Old Testament Reading:  Ruth 1:1-18 
 
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain 
man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife 
and two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife 
Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were 
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and 
remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left 
with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah 
and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, both 
Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons 
and her husband. Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the 
country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had 
considered his people and given them food. So she set out from the place where 
she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their 
way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-
law, "Go back each of you to your mother's house. May the Lord deal kindly 
with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The Lord grant that you 
may find security, each of you in the house of your husband." Then she kissed 
them, and they wept aloud. They said to her, "No, we will return with you to 
your people." But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with 
me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 
Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband.  



Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight 
and bear sons, would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then 
refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than 
for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned against me." Then they wept 
aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. So she said, 
"See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after 
your sister-in-law." But Ruth said, "Do not press me to leave you or to turn back 
from following you! Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, I will lodge; your 
people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die - 
there will I be buried. May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, if 
even death parts me from you!" When Naomi saw that she was determined to 
go with her, she said no more to her. 
 
Music:  Above All Praise (Mendelssohn) 
 
Gradual Hymn Alleluia (Honduras) 
Alleluia, Alleluia! (x3)  
Christ has given us new life. 
 
Reader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  

St. Mark (12:28-34) 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and 
seeing that Jesus answered them well, he asked him, "Which commandment is 
the first of all?" Jesus answered, "The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, 
the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.' The second is 
this, 'You shall love your neighbour as yourself.' There is no other 
commandment greater than these." Then the scribe said to him, "You are right, 
Teacher; you have truly said that 'he is one, and besides him there is no other'; 
and 'to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all 
the strength,' and 'to love one's neighbour as oneself,' - this is much more 
important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices." When Jesus saw that he 
answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." 
After that no one dared to ask him any question. 

 
Reader: The Gospel of Christ 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gradual Hymn Alleluia (Honduras) 
Alleluia, Alleluia! (x3)  
Christ has given us new life. 



 
Sermon          The Reverend Canon Susan Oliver 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People  

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our 
sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Celebrant: Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 
all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness and keep 
you in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace (Please stand) 
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

We offer the peace of Christ collectively, rather than individually.  
Please feel free to smile at your neighbour, but refrain from shaking hands. 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Offertory Music:  Covenant Hymn (soloist:  Jessica Heine) 
 

Wherever you go, I will follow, wherever you live is my home. 
Though days be of blessing or sorrow, though house be of canvas or stone, 

Though Eden be lost to the past, though mountains before us be vast, 
Wherever you go, I am with you. I never will leave you alone. 



 
Whatever you dream, I am with you, when stars call your name in the night 

Though shadows and mist cloud the future, 
together we bear there a light. Like Abram and Sarah we stand, 

with only a promise in hand. But lead where you dream: I will follow.  
To dream with you is my delight. 

 
And though you should fall, you will find me,  

when no other friend can you claim, 
when foes beat you down or betray you, and others desert you in shame. 
When home and dreams aren’t enough, and you run away from my love, 

I’ll raise you from where you have fallen. Faithful to you is my name. 
 

Wherever you die, I will be there to sing you to sleep with a psalm, 
to soothe you with tales our journey, your fears and your doubts I will calm. 

We’ll live when journeys are done forever in mem’ry as one. 
And we will be buried together, and awaken to greet a new dawn. 

 
Wherever you go, I will follow. Behold! The horizon shines clear. 

The possible gleams like a city: together we’ve nothing to fear. 
So speak with words bold and true the message my heart speaks to you. 

You won’t be alone, I have promised. Wherever you go, I am here. 
 
Prayer over the Gifts (Please stand) 
Celebrant: God of freedom, 
All: accept all we offer you this day.  May we embrace the law of your 

service and know the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. BAS, pg. 196  
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer. ……. By his 
resurrection he brings us into the light of your presence. Now with 
all creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

Response: #719 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 



he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious God, accept our praise, through your Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; …… All glory and honour are yours, Father 
and Son, with the Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now and for ever. 

People: Amen.  

Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Celebrant: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All: We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Music during Communion 
 
Prayer after Communion (Please stand) 
Celebrant: Heavenly father, 
All: bring to perfection within us the communion we share in this 

sacrament. May the unity we know this day live in our 
community and family. This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ 
the Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant: Glory to God,  
All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in 
the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Announcements  

 
 
 



Recessional Hymn: #585  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
 

Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need,  
who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 
 we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 

consecrating to your purpose every gift that you impart. 
 

Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread;  
still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead.  

As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul,  
by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 

 
As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light  

in its height and depth and greatness, dawns upon our quickened sight,  
making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 

stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 
 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant: Go forth in the name of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  

This week we pray for: Diocese of Ottawa: the Rt. Rev. Shane Parker, Bishop. St. 
Andrew, Camrose: Trina Holmberg (s. Ken), Rector; Daryle Kerr (s. Kathy), 
Honorary Assistant; Bev Shafer, Secretary. Buyé Diocese, Kigufi Parish: Audace 
Gahungu, Rector. Montana First Nation.  

Readings for Next Sunday 
Is 25:6-9; Ps 24; Rev 21:1-6a; Jn 11:32-44 

The Anglican Parish of Christ Church, Edmonton, Alberta 
Bishop | The Right Reverend Stephen London 

Parish Clergy 
The Reverend Canon Susan Oliver | sue@christchurchedm.ca 
The Reverend Dr. Arlene Young | arlene@christchurchedm.ca 

The Reverend Sheila Moorey | sheila@christchurchedm.ca 
Music Ministry: Joy Berg | joyberg61@gmail.com 

Lay Readers | Alison Hurlburt, Willie King, and Alexis Taylor 

Office Manager: Ronald Laginski | admin@christchurchedm.ca 
Honorary Clergy Assistants 

The Reverend Pastor Martin Garber-Conrad 
The Reverend Canon Maureen Crerar 

Rector’s Warden: Heather Taylor 780.707.7509 | heatherbarnum@hotmail.com 
People’s Warden: Greg Heaton 780.438.1663 | gheaton994@gmail.com 

Associate Warden: Barb Norton 780.452.5531 | barbara.norton@ualberta.ca 
Treasurer: Roger Thomson | 780.488.1118 
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Announcements 

 
An Evening with Bishop Steve  
Bishop Steve will be joining us for a virtual evening of conversation on 
Wednesday, November 3rd at 7pm via zoom. Please plan to attend this event 
for an opportunity to hear from our new Bishop about his plans and hopes for 
the Diocese. We will also have a chance to tell him a bit about our parish and 
ask questions of him. Zoom meeting info: 
Meeting ID: 849 4392 9573             Passcode: 027122 
 
All Saints’ Day Party 
Children and their parents are welcome to participate in our All Saint's Day Party 
via zoom on Sunday, November 7th at 4pm.  Join us for learning, games and 
fun!  Please save the date and more details will follow.  
Meeting ID: 811 9065 6424             Passcode: 749996 
 
Gratitude Talk 
Join us on Monday, November 8th at 7pm via zoom for an evening with our 
own Dr. Joshua Harris (Rowan and Abe's dad) who will share with us his 
burgeoning research on the topic of Gratitude.  
Meeting ID: 892 3729 7883             Passcode: 141944
 
 

 

A reminder that with cold and flu season shortly upon us, we have partnered 
with Pharmasave Westmount to offer a Flu Shot Clinic after church THIS 
SUNDAY, October 31st, from 11am to 1pm.    Any church members AND 
community members aged 5 and up.  Bring your AB Health Card and either 
print off and fill in the attached Flu Consent form OR Flu Consent forms will 
be available for you to fill in at the church. 

 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-707445. All rights reserved. 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, adapt. Marcia Pruner © 1980, Church Pension Fund, 
copied with permission under OneLicense.net #A-707445 
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service Albert Frederick Bayly ©1961 Oxford 
University Press, copied with permission under OneLicense.net #A-707445 

 


