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Welcome to The Anglican Parish of Christ Church’s 2021 Festival 
of Lessons and Carols. We are pleased to present many of the 
traditional readings and songs for this Festival, as well as some 
new musical sounds. Writers from the congregation have 
participated with commentaries on each of the readings, useful 
for your devotional time during the service, and at home in the 
coming weeks. 
 
 
Clergy:  
Priest:  The Venerable Susan Oliver 
 The Reverend Canon Maureen Crerar 
 
Deacon: The Reverend Sheila Moorey 
  

Church Choir 
Sopranos:  Sarah Dickson, Betty Thomson, Peggy Wilmot 
Alto:  Jessica Heine 
Tenors:  Breck McHan, David Salmon 
Basses:  Gabe Stephens, Kevin Wong, Tom Snyder 
 
Cantabo Women's Ensemble 
Soprano I:  Jessica Heine, Maureen Phare, Dawn Ritz, Kristen 
Strand, Renate Van Dorsse 
Soprano II:  Doreen Betke, Lorelei Campbell, Carol Chrapko, Irene 
Rogozinski, Audrey Wittmeier  
Alto I:  Sonja Myroon, Susan Querengesser, Mary Turner 
Alto II:  Maria Adria, Wendy Fraser, Rebecca Ings, Marlen Walker 
 

Pianist:  Heather Kristenson 

Conductor:   Dr. Joy Berg 

 

 



Prelude:  Advent Hymn (Besig) 

 
Hymn #123 “Once in Royal David’s City” 
 Vs. 1: Cantabo Ensemble; Vs. 2: all choir women; Vs. 3 all 
 

Bidding Prayer 
 

Beloved in Christ, let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the events 
of God’s loving purposes, from the first days of our disobedience 
unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and let 
us make this house, dedicated to the adoration and worship of 
God, glad with our carols of praise. 
 
Bur first, let us pray for the needs of His whole world, for peace and 
goodwill over all the earth; for the poor and the helpless; the cold, 
the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and 
them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the 
little children; and all who know not the loving kindness of God in 
Christ.  Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice 
with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that 
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word 
made flesh, and with whom we forevermore are one. These 
prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, 
in the words which Christ himself hath taught us: 
 
All:  Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 



Anthem:  “Matin Responsory”  Palestrina 
 
I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming and a cloud 

covering the whole earth. 
Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should 

come to reign over thy people Israel? 
High and low, rich and poor, one with another, go ye out to meet 

him and say: Hear, O thou shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest 
Joseph like a sheep, Tell us, art thou he that should come? 

Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over  
thy people Israel. 

 
 

Lesson One 

 
Genesis 3:8-15                                                    Read by Margie King 
 

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman 
shall bruise the serpent’s head. 

 
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he 

was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from 

the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  But the LORD God 

called to the man, “Where are you?” He answered, “I heard you in 

the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”  And he 

said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 

tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”  The man said, “The 

woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the 

tree, and I ate it.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is 

this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived 

me, and I ate.” 

So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will 



crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 

your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike 

his heel.” 

Commentary (written by Tom Snyder) 

This passage is the first of Nine Lessons with Carols, a service of 
worship first presented on Christmas Eve, 1880 at Truro Cathedral 
in Cornwall, two years after carols were introduced into the service 
of evensong at St. Paul’s Cathedral in London by composer and 
organist John Stainer.  The Bible readings were chosen by the 
future Bishop of Edinburgh, George Walpole, and the service 
conducted by Bishop Edward White Benson to tempt “people away 
from public houses”.  Fittingly our first reading is from the first 
book of the Bible and follows God’s creation of heaven and earth 
and seeing that “every thing … made was very good”, including the 
first man and first woman.  Yet in Chapter 3 God asks “Where art 
thou?”, after they had been tempted and eaten from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, and fear, hiding, and shame, 
enmity, bruising, and sorrow first come into God’s creation through 
this first sin and loss of right-relationship with God, each other, and 
all creation.  In this passage is the first foreshadowing of Christ, the 
Second Adam, to be born in Bethlehem to teach us lessons for life, 
right-relationships, and re-connecting with ourselves, others, the 
earth, universe, and God, lessons which today are no less essential 
for us and our children in a changing yet unchanged world of fear, 
enmity, bruising, and detachment from the Garden of God’s 
creation.          

 

Hymn #488 “The Tree of Life My Soul Hath Seen” 

Vs. 1-5: all 

 

 

 

 



Anthem:  “Adam Lay Ybounden” (soloist Sarah Dickson) 

 

Adam lay ybounden, Bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter 

thought he not too long. And all was for an apple, 

 an apple that he took, 

As clerkes finden written in their book. 

Ne had the apple taken been, the apple taken been, Ne had never 

our lady abeen heavene queen. Blessed be the time 

 that apple taken was. 

Therefore we moun singen Deo gracias! 

 
 

Lesson Two 
 

Genesis 22:15-18                                           Read by Daniel van Heyst 

 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the 

nations of the earth be blessed. 

 

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second 

time  and said, “I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because 

you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son,  I 

will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as 

the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your 

descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and 

through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because 

you have obeyed me.” 

Commentary (written by David Gay) 

This reading concludes a troubling episode. Before this, God called 
Abraham to journey to Mount Moriah to sacrifice Isaac (his only 
son!) after promising him many descendants. The powerful words, 



“your son, your only son,” heard here for the “second time,” reveal 
God’s purpose and confirm God’s blessing: Isaac will have a great 
family! Centuries later, we find the words again in John’s Gospel: 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son (his only Son!) 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life.” Life tests us but God’s promises are eternal! 

 

Solo: Who But You sung by Breck McHan/Jessica Heine 

 

 
Too little, too late. His time has come and gone.  

Is that what they say when I walk by?  
I’ve got a little more gray. My steps are slow and long. 
And the promise you’ve made fades in the moonlight. 

I see a star, you see the Milky Way.  
I see one man counting sand, but you see generations. 

 
Who but you, would ever choose to dream your dream in me?  

Tell me who but you would dare me to believe what I can’t see.  
Who but you? 

 
Oh, you’d think by now it wouldn’t bother me;  

the hush from the crowd when I walk by. 
And you’d think somehow I’d let my heart believe  

it’s time to let go of lullabies. 



I see a star, you see a galaxy. 
It’s just one hope, just one way, these arms will not stay empty. 

Refrain 
So call me crazy. Call me a fool. 

You alone can do the things you promised to. 
For you are Yahweh! I’m just a man. 

I’m counting tiny grains of sand,  
placing ev’ry promise in your hand. 

 
Hymn #347 The God of Abraham Praise 
 Vs. 1-4: all 
 

Lesson Three 
 

Isaiah 9:2b, 6-7                                                    Read by Lynda Phillips 

 

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 
 

On those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. For 

to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 

be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the 

greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will 

reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 

upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 

forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 
Commentary (written by Melissa Ritz) 
This passage is one of the most beautiful, and most frequently 
quoted, passages in the Bible about the coming of the Messiah and 
God’s promised salvation. In a region of the world where winter is 
dark and cold, the coming of the light is a welcome image of the 
birth of Christ; many of us spend December and January in great 
longing for the lengthening of days and the long sunlit hours of 
summer evenings. But as I spend time dwelling with this passage, I 



wonder, is this meant to be a ‘safe’ image? The “do not be afraid” 
pronouncements of angels all throughout the Bible make me 
question whether God’s coming is meant to give me the warm 
fuzzies. After all, a newborn baby, exposed to the bright light and 
loud noises of its new life for the first time will screw up its face and 
scream with all its might. Anyone with proper reflexes who comes 
out of a dark room into sudden, bright sunlight will sneeze violently 
as though their entire body is trying to keep an invasion at bay. We 
often say, in Churchland, that the gospel should be ‘offensive;’ the 
good news should be a shock to the system, should call into 
question the things the rest of the world takes for granted. 
Encountering God will change your life – I speak both from personal 
experience and in concert with a great cloud of witnesses – but it 
will never be comfortable and will always require us to accept our 
helplessness in the face of God’s unrelenting light. Just as our 
bodies need to adjust at their own pace to new stimuli, our spirits 
need time to relax into the Spirit’s embrace and we need to trust 
that if we wait for our inner eyes to clear, the new vision we see 
will be infinitely more beautiful and life-giving than the darkness 
from whence we came. 
 
Anthem: The King Shall Come (arr. Beck) 
 

The King shall come when morning dawns, and light triumphant 
breaks. 

when beauty gids the eastern hills and life to joy awakes. 
 

Not as of old a little child, to bear and fight and die, 
But crowned with glory like the sun that lights the morning sky. 

 
Then let the endless rapture begin, by prophets long foretold. 

When right shall triumph over wrong, and truth shall be extolled. 
 

The King shall come when morning dawns and light and 
beauty brings, 

Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy people pray, Come quickly, King of Kings! 
 



Hymn #121  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 Vs. 1-2: all; Vs. 3: Cantabo only; Vs. 4: all 
 

Lesson Four 
 

Isaiah 11:1-9                                                              Read by David Gay 

 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 
 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a 

Branch will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the 

Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of 

might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—3 and he 

will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees 

with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with 

righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give 

decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the 

rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his 

waist. 6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down 

with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and 

a little child will lead them. 7 The cow will feed with the bear, their 

young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will 

put its hand into the viper’s nest. 9 They will neither harm nor 

destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the 

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

 
Commentary (by Daniel Van Heyst) 
Isaiah, whose name means Yahweh is Salvation was one of the 
great prophets of the Old Testament. He lived more than 700 years 
before Jesus was born. The beautiful passage from Chapter 11 is a 
poem promising Israel a a new King descended from King David’s 



line (Jesse was David’s father). At the time this song was composed, 
Israel’s kings were in unholy alliances with pagan Assyrian tyrants, 
so Isaiah is describing to his oppressed listeners how God will 
inspire and empower a new King with God’s own character traits. 
This new kind of King, The Messiah, will at last rescue the poor and 
the meek from their violent oppressors. Isaiah gives us a lovely 
series of images in which, in this radical new kingdom, babies and 
innocents will thrive in safety among the most dangerous kinds of 
animals because the whole earth has submitted to this perfect new 
way of living in harmony. The early Christians recognized Jesus 
Christ as the fulfillment of this ideal, and so we too claim these 
promises as we work and worship together in confident hope that 
Christ will return to make all things new. 

Anthem: “Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes”  Mark Sirett 

 
Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by any din of drums, nor 

his manners, nor his airs, nor by anything he wears. 

Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by his crown or by his 

gown, but his coming known shall be, by the holy harmony which 

his coming makes in thee.  

 

Hymn #117 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

Vs. 1: solo (Sarah Dickson) ; Vs. 2: lower voices; Vs. 3 all 

 

Lesson Five 

Luke 1:26-38                                                       Read by Peggy Wilmot 

 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth,  to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 

was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 



Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 

Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 

pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son 

of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 

his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, 

“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 

be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 

age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 

who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 

with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 

her. 

 
Commentary (written by Alexis Taylor) 
It is unknown if Luke was writing to an actual person in history, or 
to the ideal Christian, as "Theophilous" translates to "friend of 
God." Luke uses different literary styles, and the text is formal and 
refined, which would have been familiar to a well-educated Greek-
speaker. In relation to the other gospels, one of the most distinct 
pieces of Luke is the narrative of the birth of Jesus. Luke makes 
linkages to God’s promises to Abraham and David, as they are being 
realized in the conception and birth of Jesus. This is emphasized 
because they are deeply rooted in the Scriptures of Israel, and it is 
presented by reliable sources: the angel Gabriel, as well as women 
and men whose piety is irreproachable and who speak under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  At the very outset, the story of Jesus' 
birth is inscribed into the past story of God’s promises to Israel and 
his activity on behalf of his people. 



Anthem: Magnificat (Holman) 

My soul doth magnify the Lord,  
and my spirit hath rejoic'd in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him,  

throughout all generations.    
He hath show'd strength with his arm, he hath scattered the 

proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted 

the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things 
 and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He, remembering his mercy, hath holpen his servant Israel. 
As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be: 

world without end, Amen. 

 

Hymn #269 Heavenly Message  (guitar Jessica Heine) 
 Vs. 1-3: all 
 

 
Lesson Six 

 
Luke 2:1-7                  Read by The Reverend Canon Maureen Crerar 

 

St. Luke tells the birth of Jesus. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. This was the first registration and 

was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their 

own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 

because he was descended from the house and family of David. He 



went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 

for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
Commentary (written by Henry Schuurman) 
The ordinary everydayness of the events recounted in these 
opening verses of Luke 2 contrasts with the extraordinary 
otherworldliness of the events recounted in the verses which 
precede and follow them.  In those verses we hear angelic voices 
announcing that God has decided to come and live with us here on 
earth: in Mary’s womb, in Bethlehem, in the humbleness of a barn 
and a manger, and in response to the command of a faraway 
emperor.  Suddenly everything is the same and everything is 
different.  The whole humble earth is shot through with the hidden 
glory of God, a God born in blood and travail and who now lives 
with us in disguise.  In Matthew 25, this humble and hidden God 
tells us that when we care for the least of those who are members 
of His family we are in fact caring for Him.  

 

 

Anthem: When Mary Sang (Sally Deford) 

 
Darkness Fell o'er Bethlehem at last, 

an hastened weary trav'lers to their rest. 
The empty streets all silent, all silent was the night, 

All silent 'neath the star of stars, aglow with heaven's light. 
Then Mary sang her lullaby of love. 

And cradled in her arms the Holy Child 
\In that poor and lowly place, hallowed by His grace, 

'twas a lullaby to comfort all the world. 
 
 
 



Darkness fell o'er shepherds in the fields, 
'til heaven's joyful tidings were revealed, 

The angels' song of glory re-echoed o'er the plains 
while in a stable, soft and low, a sweeter song remained, 

For Mary sang her lullaby of love. 
And cradled in her arms the Holy Child 

\In that poor and lowly place, hallowed by His grace, 
'twas a lullaby to comfort all the world. 

 
When darkness falls and night besets my soul, 

Her gentle song still sings of brighter hope, 
above the voice of sorrow, beyond all bitter tears, 

echoes of that lullaby linger through the years, 
When Mary sang her lullaby of love. 

And cradled in her arms the Holy Child 
\In that poor and lowly place, hallowed by His grace, 

'twas a lullaby to comfort all the world. 

 

Hymn #119 Silent Night  (Jessica Heine, guitar) 

 Vs. 1: All; Vs. 2: Choir only; Vs. 3: All 

 



Lesson Seven 

Luke 2:8-16                               Read by The Reverend Sheila Moorey 

 

The shepherds go to the manger. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 

for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host, praising God and saying, 

     “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 

to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the child lying in the manger. 

 

Commentary (written by David Gay) 
Angels always seem to greet people with “do not be afraid.” As the 
author Madeleine L’Engle once said, there had to be reasons to be 
afraid! In this reading, a radiant and, yes, terrifying angel proclaims 
God’s good news on a dark winter night. The angel manifests the 
power of God, but she brings the good news first to poor 
shepherds, not first to the powerful – as we understand power. 
Thirty years later, the poor are first again when Jesus begins his 
ministry: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 



anointed me to bring good news to the poor” (Luke 4:18). Do not 
be afraid! This is the Gospel of Christ. 
 

Anthem: In the Bleak Midwinter (arr. Sally DeFord) 

 Vs. 1, 5 

 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a wise man I would do my part. 

Yet what I can I give him – give my heart. 

Hymn #136  While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night 

 Vs. 1-6:  All 

 

Anthem:  Gloria (Rheinberger Mass in Eb) 

 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis, 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te. 

Gratias agimustibi propter magna gloriam tuam. 
Domine Deus rex coelestis, Domeine Deus pater omnipotens, 

Domine fili unigenite Jesu Christe. 
Domine Deus, agnus Dei filius patris, 

qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis 
qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe depecationem 
Qui sedes ad dexteram patris, miserere nobis. 
Quonium tu solus sanctus, tu solus Dominus,  

tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe, 
Cum sancto spiritu in gloria Dei patris. Amen. 

 



Lesson Eight 

John 1:1-14                                 Read by The Venerable Susan Oliver 

 

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God. All things 

came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life 

was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it.  There was a man sent from God, 

whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify to the light, 

so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the 

world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 

he gave power to become children of God,  who were born, not of 

blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God.  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 

truth. 

Commentary (written by Stephen Martin) 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. ... And the Word became flesh, and made his 
dwelling among us.” The prologue to St. John’s Gospel takes us 
back to two of the most important stories in the Old Testament. 
The first is the creation story in Genesis 1:1-2:3. Just as Genesis 
begins “in the beginning” with God, so does St. John. The difference 
is that, for St. John, “with God” in the beginning is the Word. God 
is not solitary. Nor is God without purpose. That purpose, that 
Word, will give the world its materiality, its solidity, its “flesh.” The 



second story invoked is the story of Israel “with God” in the 
wilderness. In the wilderness God make God’s purpose known to 
Israel in the Law written with the finger of God on stone tablets. 
But God was also known in God’s accompanying presence in a tent, 
the tabernacle. There God met with Israel. But now St. John takes 
the story one step further: “the Word became flesh, and made his 
dwelling among us.” The Word from which all flesh was uttered 
now becomes flesh himself. And he makes his dwelling—literally, 
“pitches his tent”—among us. Now we meet God the creator and 
redeemer in the human flesh of Jesus. And “we behold his glory, 
glory as of the only Son of the Father.“ All the promises of the Old 
Testament come to their fullness in Jesus Christ, whom we 
celebrate this season. 

 

 

 

Anthem: Bring a Torch (arr. Heather Graves) 
  

Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella, 
bring a torch it is dark in the stall. 

It is Jesus, good folks of the village, 
run quickly I hear Mary's soft call. 

Ah, radiant is the mother, 
Ah, angelic is the Child. 

Hush, see how the child is sleeping, 
Hush, see how he smiles in dreams. 



Stars they glow and night is unveiled, 
Stars, they glow, now jump out of bed! 
Silence now as you gather around him, 

wake not the babe who shines so bright, 
Ah, radiant is the mother, 

Ah, angelic is the Child. 
Hush, see how the child is sleeping, 
Hush, see how he smiles in dreams. 

 
Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella, 

bring your family, your friends and all; 
it is Jesus, good folks of the city, 

angels are signing soft and sweet, 
Ah, radiant is the mother, 

Ah, angelic is the Child. 
Hush, see how the child is sleeping, 
Hush, see how he smiles in dreams. 
Ah, gaze down at peaceful slumber, 

Ah, gaze down at his small face. 
Hush, listen to angels singing, 

hush, see how he smiles in dreams. 

 

Hymn #118 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Vs. 1-3:  All 

 
Blessing 

 

Blessing 

 

Hymn #118 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Vs. 4-5:  All 

 

Postlude:  Wake, Awake (Charles Callahan) 


