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 Celebrant: The Reverend Canon Maureen Crerar 
                  Preacher:          Dr. Alison Hurlburt 
 Deacon: The Reverend Sheila Moorey    
 Crucifer: Willie King   

Musician: Dr. Joy Berg   
  

 



Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn #132 Of Eternal Love Begotten 

Of eternal love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

At his Word the worlds were framed. He commanded, it was done: 
heaven and earth and depths of ocean, in their threefold order one; 
all that grows beneath the shining, of the moon and burning sun, 

evermore and evermore. 

O that birth for ever blessed, when the virgin, full of grace, 
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bare the Saviour of our race, 

and the babe, the world's redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 

This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord, 
whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word; 

now he shines, the long-expected; let creation praise its Lord, 
evermore and evermore. 

O ye heights of heaven adore him; angel hosts, his praises sing; 
all dominions bow before him, and extol our God and king; 
let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice in concert ring, 

evermore and evermore. 

Christ, to thee, with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, and unwearied praises be, 

honour, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory, 
evermore and evermore. 

The Gathering of the Community        (Please Stand) 
 
Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
All:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, 
All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



Kyrie Eleison 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
Creator God, lover of the universe, we come to you in this quiet place seeking your reassurance and 
your hope. We come in the midst of noise, listening for your gentle heartbeat. To those who are chilled 
by grief and pain, bring the warmth of your love. To those who are overwhelmed by feelings that exhaust 
and stifle, bring your peace to their hearts. To those who are caught in the glare of expectations, bring 
your comfort and reassurance. To those who find themselves in shadows of anxiety, bring the strength 
of your presence. Breathe courage into our day. Whisper strength into our dreams. We ask these things 
in the name of your child, Jesus, who was born into a chaotic world  
of birth, death, and rebirth – just like today. Amen. 
 
The Proclamation of the Word  
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 9:2 – 7             Alison Hurlburt 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness – on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people 
exult when dividing plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For 
all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and 
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards 
and for evermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 
Gradual Hymn  The Lord Is My Light 
 

The Lord is my light, my light and salvation, In God I trust, In God I trust.

Reader:   The Lord be with you.      Rev. Sheila Moorey 
People:    And also with you. 
Reader:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke (2:1 – 7) 
People:    Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 



towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

Reader:  The Gospel of Christ. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Gradual Hymn  The Lord Is My Light  
 

The Lord is my light, my light and salvation, In God I trust, In God I trust. 
   
Homily          Dr. Alison Hurlburt
  
Litany 
Officiant:  We light this first candle to remember those whom we have loved and lost.  We pause 

to remember clearly, their faces, their voices, their bodies.  We embrace and give thanks 
for the memories that bind them to us in this season of expectation, when all Creation 
waits for the Light. 

All:   We remember them with love and may light perpetual shine upon them. 

We sing:   O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here  until the son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, 0 Israel. 

 

Officiant:   We light the second candle to redeem the pain of loss; the loss of relationships, the loss 
of jobs with the security they bring, the loss of health in ourselves or in family members, 
the loss of joy and peace in our lives from the stresses which surround us, the loss and 
loneliness we experience when our loved ones do not share our faith. As we gather up 
the pain of the past we offer it to you, 0 God, asking that into our open hands you will 
place the gift of peace. 

All:  We remember that through You all things are possible.  Refresh, restore, renew 
us, O God, and lead us into Your future.  

 

We sing:  O come, O Wisdom from on high, who orders all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

Officiant:  We light this third candle to acknowledge the burdens we carry this Christmas season.  
We pause and remember the past weeks, months, and for some of us years of down 
times. We lay before you the sharpness of memory, the sadness and grief, the hurt and 
fear, the anger and pain. We lay before you the times we have fallen short, and the times 
we have spent blaming ourselves, and You, for all that we have suffered.  We lay before 
you the time we have walked alone, in darkness; and in knowledge of our own mortality. 



All:  We remember that though we have journeyed far and may have turned away 
from the light, the Light has not failed.  We remember that though winter be 
upon us and though the night be dark, with the turning of the sun the dawn 
will come and defeat the darkness. 
 

We sing:  O come, O Day-spring, from on high and cheer us by your drawing nigh;  
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
Officiant:  We light this fourth candle to remember in faith, the gift of light and hope that God 

offers to us in the story of Christmas, which also began in abandonment, insecurity, 
and humbleness, in a time of war and in a poor stable. We remember that the loving 
God who kept the light shining in the temple and who came to share this life with us 
promises us comfort and peace. 

All:  We remember the One who shares our burdens, who shows us the way to the 
Light, and who journeys with us into all our tomorrows.  

 
We sing:   O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of humankind. 

O bid our bitter conflict cease, and be for us our Prince of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

As the music continues, you are invited to light a candle in memory of a loved one or as an offering to God of a difficult 
situation or season of life.  

Canticle:  A Song of Christ’s Goodness  (Anselm of Canterbury 1033 - 1109)             Dr. Joy Berg 
 

Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you; *  
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children.  
 
Often you weep over our sins and our pride, *  
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgment.  
 
You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds, *  
in sickness you nurse us and with pure milk you feed us.  
 
Jesus, by your dying, we are born to new life; *  
by your anguish and labor we come forth in joy.  
 
Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; *  
through your gentleness, we find comfort in fear.  
 
Your warmth gives life to the dead, *  
your touch makes sinners righteous.  
 



Lord Jesus, in your mercy, heal us; *  
in your love and tenderness, remake us.  
 
In your compassion, bring grace and forgiveness, *  
for the beauty of heaven, may your love prepare us. 

The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Offertory Music:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (arrangement on the piano) 
 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 
Celebrant:  God of hope,  
All:  renew in us the joy of your salvation and make us a living sacrifice to you, for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.                           
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Saviour and Redeemer. He is your living Word, through whom you have created all 
things. By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh of the Virgin Mary and shared our 
human nature. He lived and died as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 
Father of all. In fulfilment of your will he stretched out his hands in suffering, to bring 
release to those who place their hope in you; and so he won for you a holy people. He 
chose to bear our griefs and sorrows, and to give up his life on the cross, that he might 
shatter the chains of evil and death, and banish the darkness of sin and despair. By his 
resurrection he brings us into the light of your presence. Now with all creation we raise 
our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 
All:     Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts,              
    heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
    Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
    Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
    Hosanna in the highest 
 
Celebrant:  Holy and gracious God, accept our praise, through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

who on the night he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread and gave you 



thanks, saying, “Take, and eat: this is my body which is broken for you.” In the same 
way he took the cup, saying, “This is my blood which is shed for you. When you do 
this, you do it in memory of me.” Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we offer you this bread and this cup, giving thanks that you have made us worthy to 
stand in your presence and serve you. We ask you to send your Holy Spirit upon the 
offering of your holy Church. Gather into one all who share in these sacred mysteries, 
filling them with the Holy Spirit and confirming their faith in the truth, that together 
we may praise you and give you glory through your Servant, Jesus Christ. All glory and 
honour are yours, Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now and 
for ever.  

All:  Amen. 
 
Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

 
Celebrant:  God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
All:  Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
 
Celebrant:   The gifts of God for the People of God. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Agnus Dei 
 

Celebrant: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world:  
All:  have mercy upon us. 
Celebrant: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world:  
All:  have mercy upon us. 
Celebrant: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world:  
All:  grant us thy peace. 

 
The Communion 
 

Hymn during Communion:  
 
Celebrant: Faithful God, 
All: Kindle our hearts and awaken our hope, that we may know you more fully and 

love you more deeply. Let the light of your Spirit shine in the darkness and dwell 
in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 



Celebrant:   Glory to God,  
All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Blessing 
 
Celebrant  My friends, life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those 

who make this earthly pilgrimage with us, so be swift to love, and make haste to be 
kind, and the blessing of God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain 
with and those you love, today and always. Amen.  

 
Recessional Hymn #100 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  

Comfort, comfort ye my people, speak ye peace: thus saith our God. 
Comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression's load; 

speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them: 
tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over. 

Hark! The herald's voice is calling in the desert far and near, 
calling us to new repentance since the reign of God is here. 
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for Christ a way; 

let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him. 

Make ye straight what long was crooked; make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble as befits Messiah's reign. 

For the glory of the Lord now o'er earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token that God's Word is never broken. 

Celebrant:          Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All:                     Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
 
 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
 with license #A-707445. All rights reserved. 
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