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The Second Sunday in Advent 
December 4, 2022 

 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
All flesh shall see the salvation of God. Luke 3.4,6. 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (The Book of Alternative Services) 
Celebrant: The Venerable Susan Oliver  
Preacher: The Reverend Martin Garber-Conrad 
Crucifer: Ken Singleton 
Reader: Heather Looy 
Chalice Administrators: Anne Smith, David Gay, and 
 Alison Hurlburt 
Sidespersons: Helen Ward and Greg Heaton 
Organist: Joy Berg 
Coffee Hosts: Lynda Phillips and Tom Snyder 

The flowers in the church today are given to the Glory of God. 

 

We are Treaty people of Treaty 6 Territory; a covenant between Nations, 
witnessed by the Creator. We commit ourselves to the sharing of this land and its 
sacred gifts together in peace by welcoming all peoples and genders in the spirit 
of Treaty and wâhkôhtowin, as all our relations. 

 

Prelude:   

Opening Hymn #106  There’s a Voice in the Wilderness 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod: 
prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low; 

make straight all the crooked places, where the Lord our God may go! 

O Zion, give voice to good tidings, ascend to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people the coming of their King. 

The works of pride all perish, like flowers they shall decay; 
the power and pomp of nations shall pass like a dream away. 

But your word, O God, is faithful, your arm, O Lord, is strong; 
you stand in the midst of nations, and you will right the wrong. 

http://www.christchurchedmonton.org/


You will feed your flock like a shepherd,and fold the lambs to your breast; 
in pastures of peace you’ll lead them, and give to the weary rest. 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod: 
prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low; 

make straight all the crooked places, where the Lord our God may go! 

The Gathering of the Community 

 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, 
All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

#368 He Came Down 

He came down that we may have hope; 
he came down that we may have hope;  
he came down that we may have hope,  

hallelujah for evermore. 
 

He came down that we may have peace; 
he came down that we may have peace;  
he came down that we may have peace,  

hallelujah for evermore. 
 

 

Children’s Talk 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to 
prepare your people to welcome the Messiah, inspire us, the 
ministers and stewards of your truth, to turn our disobedient 
hearts to you, that when the Christ shall come again to be our 
judge, we may stand with confidence before his gloryl who is 
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 



The Proclamation of the Word  
 

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 

 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He 
shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but 
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the 
meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be 
the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The 
wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf 
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole 
of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They 
will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full 
of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. On that day the 
root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

Second Reading:  Romans 15:4-13  
 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to 
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant 
of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I will 
confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name’; and again 
he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; and again, 
‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him’; and 
again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule 
the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.’ May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 



Gradual Hymn #89  O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs. 6) 

 

O come, O Dayspring from on high and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow  

put to flight. 
 

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Reader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  

St. Matthew (3:1-12). 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the 
Lord,  make his paths straight.” ’ Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair 
with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, 
and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as 
our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in 
his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into 
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 

Reader: The Gospel of Christ 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gradual Hymn #89  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Refrain) 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

Sermon:          The Reverend Martin Garber-Conrad 

 



The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People  

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 
mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us 
confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Celebrant: Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Peace (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

 

Offertory Hymn #105 Where the Jordan Cuts the Wilderness 

 

Where Jordan cuts the wilderness, a burning voice now warns: “You 
brood of snakes, you hypocrites, prepare!  Messiah comes. 

 



There comes a day of harvesting the fruit of faith and love: the useless 
culled, the evil purged. Prepare!  Messiah comes. 

 

The heritage of Abraham means less than desert stones unless we share 
our need and wealth. Prepare! Messiah comes. 

 

Exploiters of the poor and weak with rage and theft be done. Prepare the 
way of holiness.  Prepare! Messiah comes. 

 

With water I baptize you now in readiness for one whose Spirit bathes, 
whose fire refines—prepare! Messiah comes. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant: God our strength, 
All: we are nothing without you. Receive all we offer you this 

day as you sustain us with your mercy; in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. BAS, pg. 196  
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer. ……. By 
his resurrection he brings us into the light of your presence. Now 
with all creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your 
name. 

#735 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious God, accept our praise, through your Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; …… All glory and honour are yours, 
Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now 
and for ever. 

People: Amen.  



Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Celebrant: God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
All: Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

#747 Jesus, Lamb of God 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world, 
give us your peace, give us your peace. 

The Communion 
Those who wish to share in Holy Communion are invited to come forward. 

Music during Communion 

 

Hymn #104 Joy Shall Come 

 

Joy shall come, even to the wilderness, 
and the parched land shall then know great gladness; 

as the rose, as the rose shall deserts blossom, 
deserts like a garden blossom. 

For living springs shall give cool water, 
in the desert streams shall flow; 

for living springs shall give cool water, 
in the desert streams shall flow. 

 

Choir: Comfort, Comfort (Hopson) 
 

Prayer after Communion (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant: Faithful God, 
All: we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly banquet. 

Help us always to hear the prophet’s call to turn our hearts 
to you; in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

 



Celebrant: Glory to God,  
All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Announcements   

The Dismissal 

Celebrant: Go forth in the name of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Recessional Hymn #102  Prepare the Way, O Zion 

 

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 

Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story. 
Oh blest is Christ that came in God's most holy name. 

 

He brings God's rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 

Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding. 
Oh blest is Christ that came in God's most holy name. 

 

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior's rule embrace. 
His tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. 

All lands will bow before him, their voices will adore him. 
Oh blest is Christ that came in God's most holy name. 

 

Postlude:  
 

This week we pray for:   Diocese of Huron: the Rt. Rev. Dr. Todd Townsend, 

Bishop. Lay Readers and Lay Evangelists in parishes throughout the Diocese of 

Edmonton. Gahengeri Indigenous community in Buyé Diocese: Jean De Dieu 

Nzobarinda, Rector. Frog Lake First Nation. 
 

Readings for Next Sunday 
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:4-9 or Canticle 18 (Luke 1:47-55); 

 James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-707445. All rights reserved. 
There’s a Voice in the Wilderness, music: Henry Hugh Bancroft, used by permission 
of Eldred Bandroft © Estate of Henry Hugh Bancroft; covered under OneLicensenet #A-
707445 



He Came Down, Music arr. John L. Bell © 1990 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland), used 
by permission of GIA Publications, Inc; covered under OneLicensenet #A-707445 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, music arr. Healey Willan, © 1996 Concordia Publishing House; 
Where Jordan Cuts the Wilderness, Brian Ruttan ©;covered under OneLicensenet #A-707445 
Prepare the Way, O Zion, text: tr. Composite; adapt. Charles P. Price ©; covered under 
OneLicensenet #A-707445 
Joy Shall Come, music: melody Israeli trad.; arr. Patrick Wedd ©; covered under OneLicensenet #A-
707445 
Jesus, Lamb of God, music: arr. Richard Proulx ©1989 GIA Publications; covered under 
OneLicensenet #A-707445 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, music: arr. Richard Proulx ©1989 GIA Publications; covered under 
OneLicensenet #A-707445 
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Announcements 
 

 
 

Welcome to Christ Church! All are welcome here. New to Christ Church? 
Please speak with the sidespersons (greeters) if you have any questions. And 
please fill out a newcomers' card and place it on the offering plate or give it 
to a sidesperson (greeter).  
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Seventeen individuals/families have submitted their 2023 Stewardship 
Pledges with one being a new pledge.  Thank you for 
your generosity!   
Please email (admin@christchurchedm.ca), mail, or 
drop your pledge into the collection plate.  Your 
contribution supports the ministry and mission of 
Christ Church through our operating budget.  This 
budget supports our ministry team, our ongoing 
maintenance, and our programs. 

 
Emmanuel Christmas Gifts 2022 
Inner City Pastoral Ministry is requesting mitts, gloves, and socks in neutral 
colors and sizes M, L, or XL.  To make a monetary donation, please label 
cheque ICPM Emmanuel Gifts and place in collection or mail to church.  
For EFT, please label ICPM Emmanuel Gifts and use: 
donations@christchurchedm.ca.   

Please make donations to Christ Church noting ICPM gifts by December 15.   
 

To Live Again: Advent Study 
December 6 and 13 at 7pm 
Join us for an Advent Reflection on the timeless 
classic, “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  Each Tuesday 
evening via Zoom Archdeacon Sue will explore 
a different theme related to the movie and our 
faith.  To sign up and receive the email link, 
please email: admin@christchurchedm.ca 
 

 

  

St. Nicholas Service and Meal, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022 
at 5:00pm 

Come for dinner and learning as we learn about St. 
Nicholas.  In remembrance of St. Nicholas, please bring 
an unwrapped gift for a child that we can wrap together 
and then give to families in need. 
 

 
Sunday Evensong Sunday, December 4, 11, and 18 at 
7:00pm   

Please join us in person as you are able for another 
dimension of Anglican faith and worship! 
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Offerings for Christmas Memorial Flowers   
Donation envelopes are available at the entrance of 
the church and in the pews.  Offerings can also be 
made via etransfer (donations@christchurchedm.ca) 
or mailed to the parish office.  Please include in your 
note who the flowers are in memory of and your 
envelope number.  Thank you for your support. 

 

 

Christmas Concert, Sunday, December 11 at 2pm 
The Cantabo Women’s Ensemble, under the 
direction of Dr. Joy Berg, accompanied by Heather 
Kristenson, with special guest Elly McHan, violin, 
invites you to their annual Christmas Concert at the 
Anglican Parish of Christ Church.  Tickets are 
available at the door or from the singers: Adults 
$15 and Children 12 and under $5. 
 
 

The Bethlehem Market, Is Open Today and 
Continues December 11 after church 
The Bethlehem Market will be running again this 
year! This market is a wonderful opportunity for 
kids to 'shop' after church for their 
parents.  Everything is priced at a loonie or toonie 
and volunteers will help the children pick out an 
item and wrap it.  
 

 
 

 
 
December 18 at 4:00pm 
We invite you to join us in person or via livestream 
for our service of Christmas Lessons and Carols.  
Through nine scripture readings accompanied by 
Christmas carols or hymns the biblical narrative of 
the birth of our Lord is presented.  Following the 
service there will be a reception. 
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Christmas Schedule 
 

Christmas Lessons and Carols:  December 18 at 4:00 pm 
   (in person and livestream) 
 
Longest Night of the Year:  A Service of Light and Hope 
  December 21 at 7:00 pm (in person only) 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve Services: 
  4:00 pm Children’s Service (in person only) 
  7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service  

(in person and livestream) 
  9:30 pm Christmas Eve Service (in person only) 
 
December 25 Christmas Day 
   10:00am  (in person only) 
 
January 1 First Sunday After Christmas 

 8:00 am  (in person only)  
10:00 am (in person and livestream)  

 
 
 

Thank you to the members of the Refugee Committee 
(Willie King, chair, Rev. Sheila Moorey, Lynda Phillips, Tom 
Snyder, Alison Hurlburt, Anne Smith, Mike Ferber, Shannon 
Kerr, Chris Uren, Renita Olson, James Guthrie, and Ronald 

Laginski) who will be acknowledged this Sunday for their 
dedication and hard work to assist the Droubi-Azem Family 

as they transitioned to a new life in Canada. 
 

We also welcome Areej Azem who will offer words of thanks 
for the parish’s support.  It has been a remarkable year and a 

remarkable journey. 

 


