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The Naming of Jesus 
January 1st 2023 

 
 
 

God spoke of old by the prophets; but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son. 
Hebrews 1.1–2 

 

     10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (The Book of Alternative Services) 
Celebrant and Preacher: The Reverend Armand Mercier 
Crucifer: Ken Singleton  
Reader: Kathy Besuyen 
Chalice Administrators: Emily Moen, Bruce Nattrass, and  
 Ellen Elliot 
Sidespersons: Helen Ward and Greg Heaton 
Prayer Scribe: Emily Moen 
Organist: Joy Berg 
Coffee Host: Rev Armand and Family 

  
The flowers in the church today are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory  

of my parents, Anna and Anton Moen, from Emily. 
 

We are Treaty people of Treaty 6 Territory; a covenant between Nations, 
witnessed by the Creator. We commit ourselves to the sharing of this land and 
its sacred gifts together in peace by welcoming all peoples and genders in the 
spirit of Treaty and wâhkôhtowin, as all our relations. 

 
Prelude: 

Processional Hymn #136   While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down and glory shone around. 

"Fear not," said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind; 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and humankind. 

"To you, in David's town, this day is born of David's line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; and this shall be the sign: 
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"the heavenly babe you there shall find to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, and in a manger laid." 

Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus addressed their joyful song: 

"All glory be to God on high and on earth be peace; 
good will henceforth from heaven to me begin and never cease." 

The Gathering of the Community        (Please Stand) 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People:  And also with you. 
 
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, 
All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Glory to God  (tune: Angels We Have Heard on High) 

 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Eternal Father, we give thanks for your incarnate Son, whose 
name is our salvation. Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of 
him who is the Saviour of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 

glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Proclamation of the Word  
 

First Reading:  Numbers 6: 22-27                    
 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus 
you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, The Lord bless you and 
keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to 
you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. So they 
shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 8 (tune: Holy Manna) 

            
God, who stretched the spangled heavens, infinite in time and place, 
flung the suns in burning radiance through the silent fields of space; 
we, your children in your likeness, share inventive pow’rs with you. 

Great creator still creating, show us what we yet may do. 
 

We have ventured worlds undreamed of since the childhood of our race, 
known the ecstasy of winging through untraveled realms of space, 

probed the secrets of the atom, yielding unimagined pow’r, 
facing us with life’s destruction or our most triumphant hour. 

 

As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew, 
children of creative purpose serving others, hon’ring you. 

May our dreams prove rich with promise, each endeavour well begun. 
Great creator, give us guidance till our goals and yours are one. 

Second Reading: Galatians 4: 4-7       

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no 
longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

Gradual Hymn #126 Away in a Manger (vs. 1-2) 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay; 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus -- look down from on high 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

Reader:   The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
Reader:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  

St. Luke (2: 15-21). 
People:    Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they 



made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. After 
eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

Reader:  The Gospel of Christ. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Hymn #126  Away in a Manger (vs. 3) 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with you there. 

 

Sermon:        Rev. Armand Mercier 
 

Celebrant: Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we sing,  
All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 

and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People                        
 

Celebrant:   Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 
mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let 
us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

 

Celebrant:    Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that 



we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant:   Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:   Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All:   And also with you. 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Offertory Hymn #120 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth. 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous Gift is given 
as love imparts to human hearts the blessings of God's heaven! 

No ear may hear his coming but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 

Celebrant:  Gracious God, 
All: the name of Jesus brings salvation to the world. In all we 

offer you this day, may we honour him, who is alive and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.                    BAS p.196 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer. He is 
your living Word, through whom you have created all things. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh of the Virgin 
Mary and shared our human nature. …… By his resurrection 
he brings us into the light of your presence. Now with all 
creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your 
name. 

 

#722 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full, full of your glory.   

Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant:  Holy and gracious God, accept our praise, through your Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ; who on the night he was handed over 
to suffering and death…All glory and honour are yours, Father 
and Son, with the Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now and for 
ever.  

All:  Amen. 
 

Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to 
say, 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen 

 

Celebrant:  We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the 
world. 

All:  God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to 
the light and life. 

 

Celebrant:   The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



#745 Lamb of God 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
The Communion 

 

Those who wish to share in Holy Communion may look to the sidespeople for guidance 
to come forward at the appropriate time. 

Hymn after Communion #125 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging angels singing, nowells ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all, Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new; 
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet tomorrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you, Christ the babe was born for you! 

Celebrant: Eternal God, 
All: you have fed us heavenly food in the sacrament of the body 

and blood of Christ. Grant that we, sharing in this mystery, 
may turn always to that name which is above all others, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant:    Glory to God,  
All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 

Blessing 
 

Announcements                      
                             

Recessional Hymn #151 All Poor Folk and Humble 

 

All poor folk and humble, all lame folk who stumble, 
come haste ye and be not afraid; for Jesus, our treasure,  

whose love passes measure, in lowly poor manager was laid. 
Though wise men who found him laid rich gifts around him, 

yet oxen they gave him their hay; and Jesus in beauty 
accepted their duty: contented in manger he lay. R 

 



Refrain: 
Then haste we to show him the praises we owe him; 

Our service he ne’er can despise, show love still is able  
to show us that stable where softly in manager he lies. 

 

The Christ child will lead us, the good Shepherd feed us, and with us  
abide till his day. Then hatred he’ll banish, then sorrow will vanish,  

and death despair flee away. And he shall reign ever, 
 and nothing shall sever from us the great love of our King.   

His peace and his pity shall bless his fair city; his praises we ever shall sing. R 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Go forth in the name of Christ.   
All:  Thanks be to God.   
 

Postlude 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
This week we pray for: Diocese of Moosonee: the Most Rev. Anne Germond, 

Archbishop (Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario); the Most Rev. 

Fred Hiltz, Assisting Bishop. The retired clergy of the Diocese of Edmonton: Michael 

Lawson; Joyce Mellor; Elizabeth Metcalfe; Charles Mortimer (s. Lois); Ann Marie 

Nicklin (s. Owen); Helen Northcott (s. Rod), Susan Ormsbee  (s. Charles); William 

Patterson; Bob Peel (s. Patricia); Jim Plambeck  (s. Olga); David Prowse; Paul 

Robinson (s. Pat). Buyé Synod Office: Simion Kinono, Christian Education Coordinator 

and Bible College Director; Nehemie Mbonyimpano, Diocesan Typist; Amos 

Mutezimana, Evangelism Officer; Noel Ntamavukiro, Gender-Based Violence and 

Peace and Reconciliation Officer. Paul First Nation. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 
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Bishop | The Right Reverend Stephen London 

Parish Clergy 
The Venerable Susan Oliver | sue@christchurchedm.ca 

The Reverend Armand Mercier | armand@christchurchedm.ca 
The Reverend Dr. Arlene Young| arlene@christchurchedm.ca 

The Reverend Sheila Moorey | sheila@christchurchedm.ca 
Music Ministry: Joy Berg | joyberg61@gmail.com 

Lay Readers | Alison Hurlburt, Willie King, and Alexis Taylor 

Office Manager: Ronald Laginski | admin@christchurchedm.ca 
Honorary Clergy Assistants 

The Reverend Pastor Martin Garber-Conrad 
The Reverend Canon Maureen Crerar 

Rector’s Warden: Greg Heaton 780.438.1663 | gheaton994@gmail.com 
People’s Warden: Barb Norton 780.452.5531 | Barbara.norton@ualberta.ca 

Associate Warden: Trish Manns | pjmanns07@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Roger Thomson | 780.488.1118 
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