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The Third Sunday in Advent 
December 11, 2022 

 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring 
good tidings to the afflicted.  Isaiah 61.1 

 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (The Book of Alternative Services) 

Celebrant: The Reverend Armand Mercier 
Preacher: The Reverend Breck McHan  
Crucifer: Willie King 
Reader: Keith Spencer 
Chalice Administrators: Willie King, Keith Spencer and 
 Lynda Phillips 
Sidespersons: Margie King and Tom Collier 
Organist: Joy Berg 
Duet: Allison Fieldberg and Joy Berg 
Coffee Hosts: Allison and Thomas Beck 

 

The flowers in the church today are given to the Glory of God and 
in loving memory of Peg and Charlie Young from Arlene. 

 

We are Treaty people of Treaty 6 Territory; a covenant between Nations, 
witnessed by the Creator. We commit ourselves to the sharing of this land and 
its sacred gifts together in peace by welcoming all peoples and genders in the 

spirit of Treaty and wâhkôhtowin, as all our relations. 
 

Prelude:   

Opening Hymn #89  O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs. 1-4) 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. R 

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, who orders all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. R 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to your tribes on Sinai's 
height in ancient times once gave the law, in cloud and majesty and awe. R 
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O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem, from every foe deliver them that 
 trust your mighty power to save, and give them victory o'er the grave. R 

The Gathering of the Community 

 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God, 
All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

#368 He Came Down 

He came down that we may have hope; 
he came down that we may have hope;  
he came down that we may have hope,  

hallelujah for evermore.  
 

 

He came down that we may have peace; 
he came down that we may have peace;  

      he came down that we may have peace,  
hallelujah for evermore.  

 

 
He came down that we may have joy; 
he came down that we may have joy;  
he came down that we may have joy,  

hallelujah for evermore.  
 
Celebrant: God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the 

coming of your Son. Remove those things which hinder love of 
you, that when he comes, he may find us waiting in  awe and 
wonder for him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 
 



The Proclamation of the Word  
 

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10 

 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy 
and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel 
and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those 
who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He 
will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save 
you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the 
grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall 
be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for 
God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be 
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of 
the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall 
be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 
 

CANTICLE 18, BAS (LUKE 1:47-55) music arranged by Breck McHan 
 

Second Reading: James 5:7-10  
 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is 
standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, 
beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

Gradual Hymn #107  Prepare the Way 

Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord,  
and all people will see the salvation of our God.  

 

 
 
 



Reader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  

St. Matthew (11:2-11) 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 
wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’ As they went 
away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did 
you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear 
soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about 
whom it is written, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way before you.” Truly I tell you, among those born of women 
no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he. 
 

Reader: The Gospel of Christ 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gradual Hymn #107  Prepare the Way 

Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord,  
and all people will see the salvation of our God.  

 

Sermon:                 Rev. Breck McHan 

 

The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 



The Prayers of the People  

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 
mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us 
confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

#703 Kyrie Elison 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord hav mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Celebrant: Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Peace (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

 

Offertory Hymn #100  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

Comfort, comfort ye my people, speak ye peace: thus saith our God. 
Comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression's load; 

speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them: 
tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over. 

Hark! The herald's voice is calling in the desert far and near, 
calling us to new repentance since the reign of God is here. 
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for Christ a way; 

let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him. 



Make ye straight what long was crooked; make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble as befits Messiah's reign. 

For the glory of the Lord now o'er earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token that God's Word is never broken. 

Prayer over the Gifts (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant: God of hope, 
All: renew in us the joy of your salvation and make us a living 

sacrifice to you, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. BAS, pg. 196  
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer.…. By his 
resurrection he brings us into the light of your presence. Now 
with all creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your 
name. 

#735 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious God, accept our praise, through your Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; …… All glory and honour are yours, 
Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now 
and for ever. 

People: Amen.  

Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 



thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Celebrant: God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
All: Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

#747 Jesus, Lamb of God 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world, 
give us your peace, give us your peace. 

The Communion 
Those who wish to share in Holy Communion are invited to come forward. 

Music during Communion 

Hymn: #108 Hark, a Herald Voice Is Sounding 

Hark, a herald voice is sounding: "Christ is nigh," it seems to say. 
"Cast away the dreams of darkness, O ye children of the day!" 

Wakened by the solemn warning, let the earth-bound soul arise; 
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. 

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heaven; 
let us all, with deep repentance, pray that we may be forgiven, 

that when next he comes with glory, and the world is wrapped in fear, 
with his mercy he may shield us, and with words of love draw near. 

Honour, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son, 
with the everlasting Spirit, while eternal ages run. 

Choir:  Prepare the Way, O Zion (Carter)  
 

Piano Duet:  People Look East 
 

Prayer after Communion (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant: Merciful God, 
All: May this eucharist free us from our sins, fill us with 

unending joy, and prepare us for the birthday of our 
Saviour. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, who is 
Lord now and for ever. Amen. 

 



Celebrant: Glory to God,  
All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Announcements  

The Dismissal 

Deacon: Go forth in the name of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Recessional Hymn #103 On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry 

On Jordan's bank, the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings. 

Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within. 

Prepare we in our hearts a home, where such a mighty guest may come. 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, like flowers that wither and decay. 

To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore earth's own true loveliness once more. 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee whose advent doth thy people free; 
whom with the Father we adore and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

Postlude:   Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus arr. Edward Broughton 

 

This week we pray for: Diocese of Kootenay: the Most Rev. Lynne McNaughton, 

Archbishop (Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical Province of BC and Yukon). All lay 

people in parishes throughout the Diocese of Edmonton and all their various 

ministries. All lay people in parishes throughout the Diocese of Buyé. Kehewin Cree 

Nation.  
 

Readings for Next Sunday 
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80: 1-7, 16-18; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-707445. All rights reserved. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, music: arr. Richard Proulx ©1989 GIA Publications; covered under 
OneLicensenet #A-707445 



Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, music: arr. Richard Proulx ©1989 GIA Publications; covered under 
OneLicensenet #A-707445 
He Came Down, Music arr. John L. Bell © 1990 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland), used 
by permission of GIA Publications, Inc; covered under OneLicensenet #A-707445 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, music arr. Healey Willan, © 1996 Concordia Publishing House; 
Prepare the Way, music: Jacques Berthier ©1984 Les Presses de Taize, used by permission of GIA 
Publications; covered under OneLicensenet #A-707445 
Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People, music: Melody Geneva, rev. Alain Mabit ©1995 Reveil 
Publications; covered under OneLicensenet #A-707445 
Hark, a Herald Voice is Sounding, Music: desc. Alan Gray © Cambridge University Press; covered 
under OneLicensenet #A-707445 
On Jordan’s Bank, Text: tr. John Chandler; covered under OneLicensenet #A-707445 
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Announcements 

 

 
 

Welcome to Christ Church! All are welcome here. New to Christ Church? 
Please speak with the sidespersons (greeters) if you have any questions. And 
please fill out a newcomers' card and place it on the offering plate or give it 
to a sidesperson (greeter).  
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Emmanuel Christmas Gifts 2022 
Thank you to those who have brought items and made a donation.  There 
is still time to drop off items this weekend or make a donation!  Inner City 
Pastoral Ministry is requesting mitts, gloves, and socks in neutral colors and 
sizes M, L, or XL.  To make a monetary donation, please label cheque ICPM 
Emmanuel Gifts and place in collection or mail to church.  For EFT, please 
label ICPM Emmanuel Gifts and use: donations@christchurchedm.ca.   

Please make donations to Christ Church noting ICPM gifts by December 15.   
 
 
Offerings for Christmas Memorial Flowers   
Donation envelopes are available at the entrance of 
the church and in the pews.  Offerings can also be 
made via etransfer (donations@christchurchedm.ca) 
or mailed to the parish office.  Please include in your 
note who the flowers are in memory of and your 
envelope number.  Thank you for your support.  

Please make your donation by December 18, 2022. 
 
 

Christmas Concert, Today at 2pm 
The Cantabo Women’s Ensemble, under 
the direction of Dr. Joy Berg, accompanied 
by Heather Kristenson, with special guest 
Elly McHan, violin, invites you to their 
annual Christmas Concert at the Anglican 
Parish of Christ Church.  Tickets are 
available at the door or from the singers: 
Adults $15 and Children 12 and under $5. 
 
 
Sunday Evensong Sunday, December 11, and 18 at 7:00pm   

Please join us in person as you are able for 
another dimension of Anglican faith and 
worship! 
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The Bethlehem Market, Is Open After Church Today!  Last Day! 
The Bethlehem Market will be running again this 
year! This market is a wonderful opportunity for 
kids to 'shop' after church for their 
parents.  Everything is priced at a loonie or toonie 
and volunteers will help the children pick out an 
item and wrap it.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Christmas Concert, Friday, December 16, 2022 
at 7pm  
BRASSED has played at our Sunday services and 
invites you to this Christmas concert benefitting 
the Edmonton Food Bank (pay by donation). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
December 18 at 4:00pm 
We invite you to join us in person or via 
livestream for our service of Christmas Lessons 
and Carols.  Through nine scripture readings 
accompanied by Christmas carols or hymns the 
biblical narrative of the birth of our Lord is 
presented.  Following the service there will be a 
reception. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Advent and Christmas Schedule 
 

December 11 Third Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am  (in person only)  
10:00 am  (in person and livestream)  

   7:00 pm Evensong (in person only) 
 
December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am  (in person only)  
10:00 am  (in person and livestream)  

   7:00 pm Evensong (in person only) 
 
Christmas Lessons and Carols:  December 18 at 4:00 pm 
   (in person and livestream) 
 
Longest Night of the Year:  A Service of Light and Hope 
  December 21 at 7:00 pm (in person only) 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve Services: 
  4:00 pm Children’s Service (in person only) 
  7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service  

(in person and livestream) 
  9:30 pm Christmas Eve Service (in person only) 
 
December 25 Christmas Day 
   10:00am  (in person only) 
 
January 1 First Sunday After Christmas 

 8:00 am  (in person only)  
10:00 am  (in person and livestream)  
7:00 pm Evensong  (in person only) 


