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The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 18, 2022 

 

A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called  
Emmanuel: God with us.  Matthew 1:23 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (The Book of Alternative Services) 
Celebrant: The Venerable Sue Oliver 
Preacher: Dr. Alison Hurlburt 
Crucifer: Steve Langton 
Reader: Barb Norton 
Chalice Administrators: Steve Langton, Ellen Elliot, and  
 Bruce Nattrass 
Sidespersons: Ron and Barb Norton 
Organist: Joy Berg 
Flutist: BJ Bussiere 
Coffee Host: Alison Hurlburt and Tim Stephens 

  
The flowers in the church today are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Norm Simons from Doris, Janet, David and Phil and Carol. 
 

We are Treaty people of Treaty 6 Territory; a covenant between Nations, 
witnessed by the Creator. We commit ourselves to the sharing of this land and its 
sacred gifts together in peace by welcoming all peoples and genders in the spirit 
of Treaty and wâhkôhtowin, as all our relations. 

 
Prelude: 

Opening Hymn #114 Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train: 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! God appears on earth to reign. 

Every eye shall now behold him, robed in dreadful majesty; 
all who set at nought and sold him, pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply grieving, deeply grieving, deeply grieving, shall the true Messiah see. 

Now redemption, long expected, see in solemn pomp appear; 
all his saints, on earth rejected, thrill the triumph sound to hear: 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! See the day of God appear! 
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Yea, amen, let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory; claim the kingdom for thine own: 

O come quickly! O come quickly! O come quickly! 
Hallelujah! Come, Lord, come! 

The Gathering of the Community (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, 
All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

He came down that we may have hope; 
he came down that we may have hope;  
he came down that we may have hope,  

hallelujah for evermore.  
 

He came down that we may have peace; 
he came down that we may have peace;  
he came down that we may have peace,  

hallelujah for evermore.  
 

He came down that we may have joy; 
he came down that we may have joy;  
he came down that we may have joy,  

hallelujah for evermore.  
 

He came down that we may have love; 
he came down that we may have love;  
he came down that we may have love,  

hallelujah for evermore. 
 

Children’s Talk 
 

Celebrant Eternal God, who chose the Virgin Mary, full of grace, to be the 
mother of our Lord and Saviour, now fill us with your grace, that 
we in all things may embrace your will and with her rejoice in 



your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word  
 

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16  
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let 
it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I 
will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of 
David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat 
curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 

 

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 

 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his 
name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all 
God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gradual Hymn #89  O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs. 4) 

 

 O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem, from every foe deliver them 
that trust your mighty power to save, 

 

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Reader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  

St. Matthew (1:18-25) 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfil what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which 
means, "God is with us." When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

Reader: The Gospel of Christ 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gradual Hymn #89  O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Refrain) 

 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Sermon:                   Dr. Alison Hurlburt 

 

The Apostle’s Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

  
Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 

mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let 
us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

 

 

 



#703 Kyrie Elison 

Lord, have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
Celebrant: Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Peace (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

 

Offertory Hymn #117 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
of Jesse's lineage coming as seers of old have sung. 
It came, a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter, 

when half spent was the night. 

Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, 
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright, she bore to us a Saviour, 
when half spent was the night. 

O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
dispel in glorious splendour the darkness everywhere; 

true man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us, 
and share our every load. 

 



Prayer over the Gifts (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant: Gracious God, 
All: by the power of the Spirit who sanctified the mother of your 

Son, make holy all we offer you this day. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. BAS, pg. 196  
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer. ……. By 
his resurrection he brings us into the light of your presence. Now 
with all creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your 
name. 

#735 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious God, accept our praise, through your Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; …… All glory and honour are yours, 
Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now 
and for ever. 

People: Amen.  

Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Celebrant: God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
All: Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 



Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

#747 Jesus, Lamb of God 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world, 
give us your peace, give us your peace. 

The Communion 
Those who wish to share in Holy Communion are invited to come forward. 

Music during Communion 

Flute:  See Amid the Winter’s Snow 

Choir:  Lo, How a Rose (Hopson) 

Hymn: Love Came Down at Christmas 

 

Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, Love Divine, 
Love was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign. 

 
Worship we the Godhead, Love incarnate, Love divine, 
worship we our Jesus, but wherewith for sacred sign? 

 

Love shall be our token, love be yours and love be mine, 
love to God and others, love for plea and gift and sign. 

 

Prayer after Communion (Please stand) 
 

Celebrant: Faithful God, 
All: in this sacrament we receive the promise of salvation. May 

we, like the Virgin Mary, be obedient to your will. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant: Glory to God,  
All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Announcements   

 

 



The Dismissal 

Celebrant: Go forth in the name of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Recessional Hymn #140 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, to all good will from heaven's all-gracious king!" 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 

and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; 
beneath the angel-strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong; 

and we amid our wars hear not the words of peace they bring; 
O listen now, and still your strife to hear the angels sing. 

And you, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow; 

look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing: 
O rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing. 

For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold: 

when the new heaven and earth shall own the Prince of Peace their King, 
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

Postlude: 

This week we pray for: Diocese of Montreal: the Rt. Rev. Mary Irwin-Gibson, 

Bishop. The retired clergy of the Diocese of Edmonton: Bishop Jane Alexander (s. 

Tim); Aubrey Bell (s. Hilda); Kathy Bowman (s. David Kinloch); Gwen Bright; 

Penny Bruce; Carol Canton; Joanne Chambers (s. Don); Rick Chapman (s. 

Bernedene); Eileen Conway; Bruce Cowley; Maureen Crerar; Tom Dean (s. Linda); 

Terry Dunn (s. Joanne). The retired pastors of Buyé: Joel Minani, Osee Niyibizi. 

Louis Bull Tribe. 

 

 

Readings for Next Sunday 
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-12; John 1:1-14 

 



 
 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-707445. All rights reserved. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, music: arr. Richard Proulx ©1989 GIA Publications; covered under 
OneLicensenet #A-707445 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, music: arr. Richard Proulx ©1989 GIA Publications; covered under 
OneLicensenet #A-707445 
He Came Down, Music arr. John L. Bell © 1990 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland), used 
by permission of GIA Publications, Inc; covered under OneLicensenet #A-707445 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, music arr. Healey Willan, © 1996 Concordia Publishing House; 
Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending, music: melody attrib. Thomas Olivers and Martin Madan; 
covered under OneLicensenet #A-707445 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming, text: Frederick Lucian Hosmer; covered under OneLicensenet #A-
707445 
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, text: Edmund Hamilton Sears; covered under OneLicensenet #A-
707445 
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Announcements 
 

 
Today at 4:00pm 
We invite you to join us in person or via livestream 
for our service of Christmas Lessons and Carols.  
Through nine scripture readings accompanied by a 
Christmas carols or hymns the biblical narrative of 
the birth of our Lord is presented.  Following the 
service there will be a reception. 
 

 

 

Sunday Evensong Tonight at 7:00pm   

Please join us in person this evening. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Emmanuel Christmas Gifts 2022 
On behalf of the Inner City Pastoral Ministry thank 
you for your donations and gifts of mitts, gloves, and 
socks.  For those experiencing hardship these items 
are truly a blessed Christmas gift! 
 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Ornaments for our Ukrainian Refugee 
Family 
Thank you to those who contributed ornaments to 
decorate the tree of our Ukrainian Refugee Family.  
You have made their first Christmas in Canada one of 
hope and love.  And we continue to pray for peace in 
Ukraine and throughout the world this Christmas. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Advent and Christmas Schedule 
 

Today: 
Christmas Lessons and Carol at 4:00 pm 
   (in person and livestream) 

 

Evensong at 7:00 pm 
 
December 21 at 7:00 pm (in person only) 
Longest Night of the Year:  A Service of Light and Hope 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve Services: 
  4:00 pm Children’s Service (in person only) 
  7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service  

(in person and livestream) 
  9:30 pm Christmas Eve Service (in person only) 
 
December 25 Christmas Day 
   10:00am  (in person only) 
 
January 1 First Sunday After Christmas 

 8:00 am (in person only)  
10:00 am (in person and livestream) 
7:00 pm Evensong (in person only)  
 
 

 

The office will be closed from December 26, 2022 to January 6, 2023.  If 
you have a pastoral emergency, please contact The Rev. Armand Mercier 
at 780.220.5063. 



December 2022 
 
Dear friends:  
 
As 2022 comes to a close we are excited to move into 2023 from a 
position of strength; fully staffed and well equipped to offer 
transformative ministry to our community.  We are pleased and grateful 
for the generosity of parishioners and friends, but as we come to the 
close of the year we find ourselves with a projected shortfall of $21,000. 
This shortfall is in large part due to rising insurance and utility costs. 
With some additional gifts we believe that we can close the gap.  
 
lf you can help we’d be so grateful.   As a parish we have always stretched 
ourselves to provide the ministries we believe in and we can't do it 
without you.  Simply put:  your gift makes ministry possible. 
 
Please find a QR Code where you can make your gift today….or if you’d 
like to put it in an envelope and place it on the collection plate on one 
of the remaining Sundays or at Christmas—you can simply mark it “2022 
Year End Appeal” or you can etransfer: 
donations@christchurchedm.ca   All gifts received by midnight 
December 31, 2022 are eligible for a 2022 income tax receipt.  We can't 
thank you enough for your generosity and commitment to our parish. 
 
To those who have answered the call already, thank you for your faithful 
support! 
 
With all God's blessings for a safe and joyful Christmas season.  
 
Yours, corporation:   
Barb Norton, Greg Heaton, Trish Manns, Roger Thomson, and 
Archdeacon Susan Oliver 
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